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INTRODUCTION 


This was an interesting winter from several standpoints. The trend of 
unexpected winter occurrences and earlier arrivals in “spring” continued. Mid-winter 
records of several species were notable: Rock Wren, Marsh Wren, American Pipit, 
Pine Warbler, and Chipping Sparrow. Rarities (see below) that could be considered 
in this category as well were Golden-crowned Sparrow and Lesser Goldfinch. For 
earlier arrivals, there was a noticeable influx 14-18 Feb of various species that 
provided rather early dates for those species. In this group were Blue-winged Teal, 
Ruddy Duck, Double-crested Cormorant, American White Pelican, and Turkey 
Vulture. 

Some amazing numbers were reported, including a careful estimate of 
1,074,080 Snow Geese flying over Nuckolls Co with 2% embedded Ross’s Geese, or 
some 21,482. If you still need to see a Eurasian Collared-Dove, 1450 were reported 
on the Scottsbluff CBC. At the other end of the numbers spectrum were three 
finches, Red Crossbill, Common Redpoll, and Pine Siskin. Мо redpolls were 
reported, only one (!) Red Crossbill, and perhaps 60 siskins including CBC counts. 

Important distributional records were photographically-confirmed 
occurrences of Red-bellied Woodpecker and Northern Cardinal in Sheridan Co at the 
extreme northwestern edge of their ranges, and the westernmost Barred Owl location 
known to date in the Republican River Valley in Harlan Co. 

A couple of miscellaneous items of interest to some are the occurrences of 
Egyptian Goose and possible African Collared-Dove, and of course the wayward 
Greater Prairie-Chicken that spent a night in the Lincoln Haymarket district. 

This winter had plenty to offer in the rarity department, other than the 
aforementioned wintering Golden-crowned Sparrow and easterly Lesser Goldfinch. 
The state’s first Anna’s Hummingbird persisted until 9 Dec, its 4th Brambling 
obliged many at the Padelford residence (raising the question of how many were at 
feeders of non-birders?), and its 5th Canyon Wren was a prize for those who made 
the off-road trek to a remote Sandhills ranch. A genuine rarity was the occurrence of 
a gray Hermit Thrush in Frontier Co that raises interesting questions about the 
subspecies that pass through western parts of Nebraska. 

As always, I welcome your comments, corrections of fact, and general 
thoughts. After all, much of this is my personal opinion, albeit hopefully factually- 
based! Contact me at silcock@rosssilcock.com. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


ABA: American Birding Association 
ad: adult 
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BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 

CBC: Christmas Bird Count 

CBL: Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 

Cem: Cemetery 

CL: Carter L, Omaha 

EED: Expected Early Date 

ELD: Expected Late Date 

fem: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

FL: Forest Lawn Cem, Douglas Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Со 

HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 

HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

imm: immature 

juv: juvenile 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

m. ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NEBirds: Nebraska Birds Yahoo Group 

NGPC: Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 

NM: National Monument 

ММЕ: Nebraska National Forest 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

Res: Reservoir 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa 
basins 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 

SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 

AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 
AGr: Annette Gruber, eBird 
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
ARy: Al Reyer, Bellevue 
AWa: Anita Watkins, eBird 
BB: Ben Brogie, Creighton 
BBr: Barbara Brown, eBird 
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BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BLu: Bill Luedtke, eBird 

BNi: Bob Nieman, eBird 

BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 

BW: Bob Wells, Omaha 

BWo: Barb Woodbeck, eBird 
CBa: Carla Barbaro, eBird 

CCr: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 
CMc: Coni McCune, eBird 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CWo: Chris Wood, eBird 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 
DCo: Darryl Colgren, eBird 

DE: Dave Ely, eBird 

DGI: Don Glasgow, eBird 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DHo: Dan Holiday, eBird 

DKI: Douglas Klein, eBird 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DMa: Danny Mag, eBird 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn 

EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln 

ERa: Edward Raynor, Lincoln 
ETH: Ethan T. Hutton, eBird 
GHo: George Howell Jr., eBird 
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
GSm: Gary Small, eBird 

IHo: Ian Hoppe, eBird 

J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 
JBa: Jesse Barry, eBird 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Denton 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JHo: Julie Holly, eBird 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

Л е: John Leszczynski, eBird 
JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Bellevue 
JMt: Jean Martin, eBird 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JSc: Jen Schurman, eBird 

JSw: Josh Sweet, eBird 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

KCo: Kelly Corman, eBird 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KGo: Katie Gooby, Omaha 
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KHa: Kadynn Hatfield, eBird 
LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 
LDe: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 
LPI: Linda Plock, eBird 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
M&CVDB: Michael & Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MBe: Matt Beisel, eBird 

MCe: Michael Cerizo, eBird 

MH: Mace Hack, Omaha 

MHu: Mark Humpert, eBird 
MKr: Mary Krieser, Lincoln 

MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 
MSS: Mary Sue Shoemaker, North Platte 
MSh: Matt Shurtliff, Omaha 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
MWli: Michael Williams, eBird 
NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 
P&BB: Phil & Barbara Barnett, eBird 
PCo: Pat Cole, eBird 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PSa: Phyllis Salyards, eBird 

RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RHe: Robert Hewitt, eBird 

RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
RSt: Ruth Stearns, Lincoln 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SMI: Steve Mlodinow, eBird 
ASp: Anne Spilker, Seward 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TLo: Taylor Long, eBird 

TMo: Tom Moser, eBird 

TPo: Tammy Pollard, eBird 
WBe: Wendy Becker, eBird 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 
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WJH: Wilma J. Heinowski, eBird 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
ZHu: Zachariah Hutchinson, eBird 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: The 18th record for the state and third in Dec was of 
one shot near Waterloo, Douglas Co, 6 Dec (photo; fide JGJ). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: One to two at CL during Jan (JR) were apparently 
wintering in the area; they were joined by 87 rather early migrants 3 Feb 
(JR). Migrants arrived early at BOL, where 71 were counted 23 Jan (LE). 
Previous EEDs were 2-6 Feb for arriving flocks. Rare in spring in the west, 
the only Panhandle report was of 10 in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Feb (fide WRS). 

Greylag Goose: Two at Lakeside Park, Douglas Co, 13 Jan 2017 were described as 
“resident” there (TPo). This species is not on the Official List of Nebraska 
Birds, but should be tracked in the event feral flocks establish. 

Snow Goose: Huge numbers were in the state this spring; a carefully-documented 
estimate was made of 1,074,080 passing over Nuckolls Co from 10:20 am 
to 12:16 pm on 4 Feb (DE). Previous spring estimates in central Nebraska 
have ranged up to 2,000,000, but this is the highest careful count on record. 
Similarly, an estimate of 150,000 was made of a flock flying over Nemaha 
Co 11 Feb (JGJ), the second-highest spring tally in the east. Early flocks 
were the 175 in Lincoln Co 23 Jan (TJW) and 3770 over Nuckolls Co 29 
Jan (DE); usually spring flocks arrive mid-Feb. 

Ross’s Goose: As might be expected from the large numbers of Snow Geese this 
early spring, Ross’s Geese were numerous also. The huge flock of Snow 
Geese over Nuckolls Co 4 Feb (see that species) was estimated to include 
2% Ross’s Geese, ог 21,482 birds (DE); previous high was 5600. 
Overwintering is rare; | to 2 were at CL through at least 5 Feb (BP, m. ob.). 
Earliest migrants were 25 in Lincoln Co 23 Jan (ТЛУ). 

Cackling Goose: The 2000 at LNB 2 Dec (JGJ) was second-highest on record for 
fall; previous highs were 700-5042. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this locally abundant statewide winter 
visitor. 

Mute Swan: None were reported of this less-than-annual eastern winter visitor. 

Trumpeter Swan: This species is becoming ubiquitous in winter; largest flocks are 
reported in the east, using favored locations like CL, where peak count was 
103 on 21 Jan (JR). The first reported at CL were 11 on 22 Dec (JR), and 
numbers declined rapidly from mid-Feb, with 74 on 5 Feb (JMt) but only 
14, the last report, on 12 Feb (JR). Even larger tallies were reported on 
CBCs in the east: 135 at DeSoto NWR 30 Dec (fide JT) and 114 at Calamus 
Res, Loup and Garfield Cos, 27 Dec (fide DH). The high counts cited here 
are three of the five highest on record, the 135 at DeSoto NWR a new 
record. 


Vol. 85 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 7 


Tundra Swan: Along with the large increase in numbers of Trumpeter Swans in 
recent years, this species, formerly only a rare spring and fall migrant in 
Mar and Хоу, is increasingly found wintering with Trumpeters. There were 
no reports of Tundra Swans until Jan, when large flocks of Trumpeters 
appeared; first reported were 2-3 at CL 3 Jan (SMa, BP). Peak count at CL 
was the 6 that wintered there, the last report of 2 on 8 Feb (JR). BOL also 
hosted wintering swans, including a single Tundra and 5 Trumpeters 14-23 
Jan (SKr, m. ob.). Up to 4 were at DeSoto NWR 27 Jan-5 Feb (DMa, BP): 
two there 21 Feb (CNK) may have been part of that group, but also may 
have been traditional spring migrants. EEDs for spring migrants are 25-27 
Feb, and so the 5 in Dakota Co 21 Feb (JJ), unreported there during Jan, 
were probably traditional spring migrants. 

Egyptian Goose: One at HL 13 Dec (LE photo) was the 8th record of this species, 
all of single birds and with no pattern of occurrence. This suggests non- 
wild birds. We track such sightings for the record; there is a feral 
population in northwest Arkansas that may be a source of these birds, much 
like the occasional occurrences of Mandarin Duck in Nebraska. 

Wood Duck: This species rare in mid-winter (mid-Jan through mid-Feb) in the south 
and east. Lakeside Park, a regular wintering site (JR) in Omaha, hosted up 
to 10 (MCe, m. ob.) through the winter. Westerly was one in Hayes Co 31 
Jan (WF), and singles were on Salt Creek in Lincoln 12 Jan (LE) and at 
Fremont Lakes, Dodge Co, 23 Jan (CCr). 

Gadwall: Not unexpected were scattered mid-Jan through mid-Feb reports from a 
few locations in the south and southeast; best count was the 11 in Lincoln 2 
Feb (LE). First migrant flock was the 45 at Jack Sinn 12 Feb (ERa). 

American Wigeon: Not unexpected were scattered mid-Jan through mid-Feb reports 
from a few locations in the south and southeast; best count was the 4 at CL 
11 Jan (KHa). First migrant flock was the 72 at Scottsbluff SL 17 Feb 
(KD). 

American Black Duck: None were reported of this rare but annual winter visitor in 
the east. 

Mallard: Fourth-highest tally on record was the 16,900 carefully estimated at 
Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 29 Dec 2016 (WRS); three of the four high 
counts are at this location, previous highs from 15,000-20,000 up to 50,000- 
80,000. 

Blue-winged Teal: The only report was of one photographed on a Lincoln water 
treatment plant pond 18 Feb (LE); this is the earliest documented spring 
record, although there are three for Jan of wintering birds. 

Northern Shoveler: Not unexpected were scattered mid-Jan through mid-Feb 
reports from a few locations in the Platte and North Platte River Valleys; up 
to 5 wintered at CL (m. ob.), and 9 were at Scottsbluff SL 17 Feb (KD). 
First migrant flock was rather minimal: 20 at BOL 19 Feb (ЕЈа). 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon winter visitor 
west, south, east. 
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Canvasback: This species is an uncommon less-than-annual mid-winter (11 Jan-3 
Feb) visitor, mostly at LO. Elsewhere this winter, singles were at Lakeside 
Park, Omaha, 11 Jan (JR), CL 26-28 Jan (JR, DE). The 12 at BOL 31 Jan 
(SKr) were early migrants; previous EEDs were 1-3 Feb. 

Redhead: First migrants of this uncommon winter visitor west, south, and east were 
the 34 at BOL 6 Feb (LE). 

Ring-necked Duck: First migrants of this uncommon winter visitor west, south, and 
east were the 28 at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, 5 Feb (BP). 

Greater Scaup: The only mid-winter (6 Jan-2 Feb) report away from the regular 
wintering location at LO was of an apparently-wintering fem.at Lakeside 
Park, Omaha, 27 Jan (SMa). Best count was the 40 at LO 31 Dec (ERa). 

Lesser Scaup: First migrants of this uncommon winter visitor west, south, and east 
were the 40 in Lancaster Co 13 Feb (SKr). The 85 on the Scottsbluff CBC 
20 Dec was a count high (fide AK). 

Surf Scoter: One in Cass Co 20 Dec (CNK) was rather late; previous ELDs were 
19-20 Dec. Two at CBL continued from late Nov through 5 Dec (LE), and 
the only other report was of 4 near GPD 2 Dec (JGJ, photo). 

White-winged Scoter: Most of the 10 reports after 20 Dec through Jan are from LO; 
a fem was there 31 Dec-1 Jan (JR, m. ob.). The only other report was of 
one at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Со, 6 Dec (ЈОЈ). 

Black Scoter: A fem at CBL in late Nov persisted through 4 Dec (MW, ERa), and 
one was at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 5 Dec (CNK). A tardy fem was at LO 
31 Dec (JR, m. ob.); this is the 5th record after 17 Dec, all at LO and latest 
15 Jan. There are no records of overwintering. 

Long-tailed Duck: The only reports were of up to 3 wintering in the GPD area, 
Knox and Cedar Cos, 15 Dec 2016-17 Feb 2017 (RD photo, m. ob.). 
Bufflehead: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon winter visitor west, 

south, east. 

Common Goldeneye: The 350 at BOL 10 Feb (TG) was a good winter tally; away 
from LO high counts are 380-420. “A few hundred” were at GPD 11 Feb 


(DL, TEL). 
Barrow’s Goldeneye: None were reported of this rare winter visitor in the North 
Platte River Valley. 


Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine of this rare, locally uncommon, winter 
visitor from Platte and North Platte River Valley counties south and in the 
east. 

Common Merganser: Reports were routine of this locally abundant statewide 
winter visitor. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Less than annual in mid-winter (24 Dec-4 Feb), there 
were three reports: 12 at LO 31 Dec (ERa), reduced to two by 21 Jan (WBe, 
CBa), two at GPD 29 Jan (P& BB), and a male at Grand Island, Hall Co, 3 
Feb (SM). 

Ruddy Duck: Rather early were 1-4 at each of 5 different Lancaster Co locations 
17-19 Feb (m. ob.) and two at LO 18 Feb (BP). Previous EEDs were 19-22 
Feb. 

Northern Bobwhite: Northwesterly were 10 in the Calamus Res area, Loup and 
Garfield Cos, 27 Dec (WF). Numbers were high in Harlan Co; tallies of 58 
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and 42 (6 coveys in all) were made by two observers in different parts of the 
CBC circle there 15 Dec (ТЛУ, WRS). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported of this uncommon to rare resident northeast 
and north-central, rare Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this locally common statewide 
resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common resident north of 
the Platte River Valley in the central and west, rare northeast; uncommon 
southwest Panhandle; rare south of Platte River east of Panhandle. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: The 135 in a single flock near Brady, Lincoln Co, 1 Jan 
(TJW) was the largest single flock on record; highest day count was a total 
of 500+ in Wheeler Co 3 Jan 2016. A good tally also was the 125 in 
southwest Lincoln Co 12 Dec (TEL). An immature male that made his way 
into a stairwell in the Haymarket, Lincoln, 26 Feb was accused of partying 
too hard; he was to be released at SCP (fide ЈОЈ). As a knowledgeable 
NGPC employee noted: “you can take the Prairie-Chicken out of the city, 
but you can't take the city out of a Prairie-Chicken". Another first was one 
at Marsh Duck WMA, York Co, 13 Feb; it was the first modern record for 
that location (CL fide JGJ). Prairie-Chickens are adapting to habitat within 
several WMAs and WPAs in the RWB. (See photo on page 25.) 

Wild Turkey: The 407 on the North Platte CBC 30 Dec (fide TJW) was a good 
count; CBC highs are 473-524. A few were displaying in Phelps Co as 
early as 18 Feb (LR, RH). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Two at LO 1 Jan (JR, BP) were rather late; ELDs are 3-6 Jan. 
This species 15 less than annual in midwinter (7 Jan-21 Feb); there were two 
such reports, neither documented. One at Crystal Cove L, Dakota Co, 25 
Feb (BFH) was rather early; EEDs are 22-24 Feb. 

Horned Grebe: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall migrant; 
ELDs are 2 Jan (three times). 

Red-necked Grebe: None were reported of this rare statewide fall migrant; ELDs 
are 2-4 Jan. 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west and central, 
fairly common east; ELDs are 18-19 Dec. 

Western Grebe: Stragglers after mid-Dec on western reservoirs are less than annual; 
1-2 at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 10-18 Feb (WBe) were at a location 
where overwintering has occurred, as is the case at LM, where one was 
present 31 Dec (BP). 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

African Collared-Dove: Pictures were posted to NEBirds of a bird fitting the 
description of this species in the Hickory Hills II area of Papillion 8 Jan 
(MWi). This location is close to Hogan St, Papillion, where there has been 
an apparently human-assisted colony of these birds for several years. A 
colony in Boulder Co, Colorado, has persisted unassisted for a while (TF); 
they are generally lighter in overall color than Eurasian Collared-Dove, and 
a key difference is the pure white undertail coverts (black in Eurasian 
Collared-Dove). African Collared-Dove is no longer on the ABA 
Checklist. There are a few reports for Nebraska, but these are most likely 
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of escaped or released Ringed Turtle-Doves, the domesticated version, but 
any small breeding colony that is self-sustaining, like the Colorado birds, 
should be monitored and reported. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Scottsbluff area is the undisputed stronghold for this 
species; the CBC there on 20 Dec reported a count-high 1450 (fide AK). 

White-winged Dove: There were two reported, one in a Gering yard at least through 
1 Feb RSg), and a surprising 5 in a single tree at Imperial, Chase Co, 30 
Dec (MB). Few appear through Feb-early Mar, and there are only 6 records 
of overwintering. 

Mourning Dove: Midwinter reports are few in the north and west away from the 
North Platte River Valley, with only 7 previous reports in the period 11 
Nov-12 Feb. This winter, however, there were three: singles were in 
Cheyenne Co 13 Dec (DKI), Holt Co 28 Dec (WF), and Dawes Co 18 Jan 
(WBe). Three on 28 Jan were notable for the date and northeastern location 
at Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon Co, (BFH). Best count in the southeast, 
where wintering is expected, was 65 at Cunningham L, Douglas Co, 23 Dec 
(NR). EEDs statewide аге 13-14 Feb. 

Anna's Hummingbird: The first state record bird that appeared at the Omaha 
feeders of the Manning family 19 Nov lingered through 9 Dec (SMa, RMa, 
m. ob). The Manning family were gracious hosts to a large number of 
birders. (See photo on page 24.) 

Virginia Rail: None were reported of this uncommon local winter visitor North 
Platte Valley, central Niobrara Valley, and Dundy Co. 

American Coot: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 

Sandhill Crane: Peak count reported was 66,000 in Buffalo Co 26 Feb (fide JLe). 
Common Crane: A report 7 Feb of one 70 miles west of Kearney was 
undocumented and the bird could not be relocated by others 11 Feb. 
Killdeer: Away from regular wintering areas, mostly in the Platte and North Platte 
River Valleys, there were two reports of rather early arrivals: one was in 
Sarpy Co 11 Feb (MSh), and two were in Nemaha Co the same day (JGJ). 

EEDs are 10-11 Feb. 

Least Sandpiper: Two at Wagon Train L SRA, Lancaster Co, 5 Dec (LE) were the 
4th latest on record; there are 3 other Dec records through 17 Dec. 

Wilson's Snipe: Although a rare winter visitor statewide with most records from the 
western parts of the Platte and North Platte River Valleys, it may occur 
anywhere a seep exists. One such was along the Dismal River in Hooker 
Co 23 Jan (WF). 

American Woodcock: Arrival was rather early; EEDs were 22-27 Feb, but 3 in 
Douglas Co 21 Feb (JR) and 2 at each of two apparently different locations 
near Cunningham L 22 Feb (BP, JR), changed the EEDs to 21,22,22 Feb. 

Greater Yellowlegs: There were late fall and early spring records. Four flushed 
near SCP 4 Dec (RSt) provided the 8th record for Dec for the state, while 
two photographed in Buffalo Co 27 Feb (BBr) were the third Feb record for 
the state. There are even 3 records for Jan. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Up to 4 at LO 31 Dec 2016-1 Jan 2017 (BP, JR, ERa) were 
rather late; ELDs are 3-5 Jan. 


Vol. 85 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 11 


Franklin’s Gull: None were reported of this abundant statewide spring and fall 
migrant: ELDs are 18-20 Dec and EEDs are 16-19 Feb. 

Ring-billed Gull: The 5000-8000 at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 5-6 Dec, attracted by 
huge amounts of dead fish (CNK, JGJ) was third-highest fall tally on 
record. 

California Gull: Reports away from LM are rare; an ad at LNB 19 Feb (TJW) was 
presumably an early-migrating individual of the Interior subspecies Larus 
californicus albertaensis. A first-year bird at HCR 15 Dec (WRS) was also 
а rare find away from LM. 

Herring Gull: The 780 in Washington Co 20 Feb (ОСІ) was a good tally; high 
spring counts are 1000-2000. 

Thayer’s Gull: Two ads and a first-year were expected at LM 31 Dec-1 Jan (JR, 
ERa, BP), but, away from there, rare occurrences were of a first-winter at 
GPD 4 Dec (RD, photo) and another apparent first winter at LNB 19 Feb 
(TJW). A note of caution: it is virtually impossible to separate the darkest 
“Kumlien’s” from Thayer's Gulls; almost all sightings of both forms in 
Nebraska are probably on the cline between the two. A bird at GPD 2 Dec 
was reported as possibly a pale Thayer’s Gull or a “Kumlien’s” Gull (ЈОЈ). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Last in fall were 3 ads at LO 1 Jan (JR, BP) and first in 
spring two ads at LO 18 Feb (BP). 

Glaucous Gull: Only four were reported, a typical winter: one was at BOL 1 Dec 
(LE), single imms were on the North Platte CBC 30 Dec (fide TJW), at LO 
31 Dec-1 Jan (JR, BP, ERa), and at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 29 Dec 
(WRS). 

Common Loon: One on the HCR CBC 15 Dec (WRS) was rather late; ELDs are 
17-19 Dec. Much more surprising was one about a month early, if indeed 
migrating, at BOL 16-18 Feb (TG photo, GR, SKr); EEDs are 21-22 Mar. 
This sighting provided only the third record for Feb for the state. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Fall ELDs are 22 Dec (three times); there are 6 later 
dates extending into early Jan and a few mid-winter dates of birds not 
known to be overwintering. Rather late this fall was one at Sutherland Res 
through 29 Dec (WRS, WBe), a location where wintering has occurred. 
Spring EEDs are 27 Feb-2 Mar, but presumed migrants arrived early this 
spring: 9 were at HL 14 Feb (DL) and a flock of 35 flew over ICSP 17 Feb 
(LF, SQ). Singles at Hiatt Wetlands, North Platte, and Sutherland Res 18 
Feb (BP) were at locations where wintering has occurred in previous years. 

American White Pelican: Up to 12 wintered at Sutherland Res (WBe, m. ob.). As 
with Double-crested Cormorant, spring migrants appeared rather early; 
previous EEDs were 20-22 Feb, and so rather early were 16 at LO 18 Feb 
(BP), 14 at BOL 19 Feb (CMc), 22 at PL 22 Feb (LE), and 15 at LNB 22 
Feb (MN). 

Great Blue Heron: The 17 at LO 1 Jan (JR, BP) was an excellent count for the date. 
Jan dates are rare for this species, and generally limited to the Platte and 
North Platte River Valleys. 

Turkey Vulture: Road kill must be thawing earlier, as this species has been arriving 
early in recent years. EEDs are 25-26 Feb, but in 2016 there were 4 reports 
19-20 Feb, and this year, 4 reports 19-22 Feb: one over FF 19 Feb (JLL), 
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one over Omaha the same day (JMt), one over Lincoln 21 Feb (RSt), and 3 
over Gretna 22 Feb (DSt). 

Osprey: Third-latest on record was one at Wagon Train L SRA, Lancaster Co, 5 Dec 
(Еа). ELDs аге 19-21 Nov and there аге now only 4 records for Dec. 
Unprecedented for Nebraska in Feb was a report of one at Offutt Base L, 
Sarpy Co, 27 Feb, about a month early; without a photo this record 15 
considered hypothetical only. EEDs are 19-22 Mar. 

Bald Eagle: Best count reported was the 89 at LNB 13 Feb (MN). Mid-winter high 
counts are 284-316. 

Northern Harrier: Three were working a recently-disked field in Perkins Co 18 Feb 
(АУУа); most sightings in winter are of singles, although large aggregations 
can occur at times. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 

Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare statewide winter visitor. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Although regular in winter in low numbers in the southeast, 
only one was reported: a juv in Douglas Co 11 Feb (JR, photo). 

Red-tailed Hawk: An apparent near-albino (red eye, “touch of red" in tail) in 
Frontier Co 4 Dec (MB) was likely the same bird that has wintered there for 
6-8 years (TJW). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Numbers were good in Dec following a cold front; CBC local 
high counts were set at Seward-BOL with 17 on 18 Dec (fide JG) and 
Scottsbluff with 14 on 20 Dec (fide AK). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor central 
and west. 

Golden Eagle: Easternmost was an ad on the Ames CBC, Dodge Co, 21 Dec (CNK 
fide D&JP); most easterly reports are of imms. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Great Horned Owl: A notoriously early nester, copulation was observed in Douglas 
Co 3 Feb (JR); earliest egg date for Nebraska 15 18 Jan. 

Snowy Owl: Reports were typical of a non-irruption winter, with three reports. The 
star of the show was an ad male that excited observers in downtown North 
Platte 13-27 Feb (TJW, m. ob.); it may have been the same bird that was 
there last winter and may have been present since 3 Jan (TJW). 

Barred Owl: Not unexpected, but significant was one flushed on the HCR CBC 15 
Dec (fide JGJ); this 15 the westernmost record to date in the Republican 
River Valley, after reports from Riverton in 2012 and Bloomington in 2015, 
both in Franklin Co. 

Long-eared Owl: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Short-eared Owl: There were more reports than usual of this uncommon nomadic 
winter visitor; about 15 individuals were reported statewide (m. ob.). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: Eastern reports of presumably-wintering birds were of 
one heard at DeSoto NWR 30 Dec (JT), and one photographed at Summit L 
SRA, Burt Со, 31 Dec (5Ма, RMa). Additional reports were of 1-3 calling 
birds in cedar canyons in Dawson and Lincoln Cos, known wintering areas, 
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8-27 Feb (TJW, LDe, PD); these birds begin calling in Feb but breeding has 
not been proven (yet). 

Belted Kingfisher: Almost always resigned to the “Reports were routine” category, 
finally a non-routine mention: a good tally of 12 made the North Platte CBC 
30 Dec (fide TJW). Only Lincoln in 2011 had a higher count, that of 16. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: As expected, most reports were from the southeast, but 
rare northerly mid-winter reports were of two ads in Knox Co 14 Jan (GR), 
and one in a burned area north of the Norden Bridge, Keya Paha Co, 20 Feb 
(MH). Somewhat northerly were two ads in Stanton Co 18 Feb (GR). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: A recent (Mar 2017) check of eBird records showed that 
of a total of 99 Panhandle records for this species, 86 are from the North 
Platte River Valley, 50 of these in Scotts Bluff Co. Thus, away from the 
North Platte River Valley in the Panhandle this species is rare. An apparent 
second record for Sheridan Co was of one photographed in Gordon 17 Feb 
(BWo); the only prior record was of an isolated nesting near Gordon in 
1959. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Westernmost was one wintering at North Platte 19 Dec- 
20 Feb (TJW), another was nearby at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 31 Dec (LR, 
RH). Sightings are rare in the central part of the state after mid-Dec, even 
along the Platte and North Platte River Valleys, as well as in the north, 
where one was at Calamus Res, Garfield Co, 27 Dec (WF). 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central 
resident, fairly common west. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common western and central 
resident, fairly common east. 

Northern Flicker: CBC data indicate that about 3% of winter flickers in the east are 
“Кеа-ѕһаҝеа”, and eBird data this winter for flickers in the east identified 
as “Red-shafted” or “Yellow-shafted” indicate that 2 of 66 such reports 
were of “Red-shafted” birds, or about 3%, as suggested by overall CBC 
data. However, the Seward-BOL CBC 18 Dec counted 4 out of 34 
identified flickers as “Red-shafted” (fide JG), or about 12%. 

Pileated Woodpecker: This species is expanding its range westward in major river 
drainages wherever mature riparian forest occurs. Reports continue from 
the Platte River Valley in Dodge Co, where one was found 2.5 miles west 
of Ames on the CBC there 21 Dec (fide D&JP). An intriguing report came 
from a tributary of the Big Blue River a few miles north of Beatrice, where 
there is an “untouched” tract of mature riparian forest; Pileated 
Woodpeckers have been seen there regularly since the observer purchased 
the property Aug 2016 (JSc). 

American Kestrel: Courtship flights were observed in Lincoln 21 Feb; last year 
such flights were first noticed 26 Feb (TEL). Earliest Nebraska egg dates 
are 6 Apr. 

Merlin: The taiga breeder and long-distance migrant Falco columbarius 
columbarius 15 rare in winter; one in Douglas Co 22 Jan (SMa) was only the 
9th in the period 1 Jan-9 Feb. 

Peregrine Falcon: All reports but one were from Omaha and Lincoln, presumably 
resident birds. There are now two breeding locations in Omaha; a pair has 
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bred at the North Omaha Power Plant in 2015 and 2016, although a sighting 
there 17 Feb appeared to be of a new bird (JT). Copulation was observed at 
the power plant 17 Feb (JR). The other report was of one rather late at 
Sutherland Res 2 Dec (WBe); its underwings were described as "light". 
There are several previous reports in Dec away from Omaha and Lincoln. 

Prairie Falcon: This species is a rare winter visitor in the east, although reports 
seem to be increasing. This winter there were 2 reports from Missouri 
River counties: 30 Dec Washington Co (AG) and 11 Feb Carter L, Douglas 
Co, (SMa, BW), and two other reports from the east: 29 Jan Dodge Co (RS) 
and 18 Feb Wayne Co (GR). 

Loggerhead Shrike: This species occurs in mid-winter only in the southeast, where 
it is rare. The only report was of one in Johnson Co 5 Feb (JGJ, photos). 
None were reported on CBCs. 

Northern Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this enigmatic and erratic but regular 
northwestern winter visitor. 

Blue Jay: Interestingly, on the DeSoto CBC 30 Dec, the only species recording a 
record low count was Blue Jay, at 57 (fide JT). Blue Jays can be nomadic 
in winter; it is thought that most Nebraska breeding Blue Jays are resident. 

Black-billed Magpie: This species is struggling. A total of only about 20 birds (m. 
ob.) was reported. The only CBC reports were of 18 at LM (fide SJD), 2 at 
North Platte (fide TJW), and 15 at Scottsbluff (fide AK, KD). The three in 
Knox Co near the Niobrara River Valley 26 Feb (MB) were the first 
sighting in Knox Co since 9 Sep 2011 and prior to that Jul 2008 (MB, BB). 
One was at Pressey WMA, Custer Co, 30 Dec (MB), and another along 
Plum Creek, Seward Co, 29 Jan (ASp). 

American Crow: One was carrying nest material rather early, 20 Feb, at BOL (LE); 
previous date range for nest-building was 2-23 Mar. 

Common Raven: The brief appearance of two birds in North Platte 27 Feb, again at 
a fast food restaurant, was reported by an experienced naturalist from inside 
the restaurant, but the only description was that they were heard to “croak” 
as they departed. Sooner or later, someone will get a photo or recording of 
a putative Common Raven in the state; to date, reports have been enigmatic 
and largely inconclusive. 

Horned Lark: Birds were on territories in western Nebraska 16 Feb (WM); this is a 
typical date for this early nester. 

Black-capped Chickadee: The 50 estimated at Arbor Lodge SHP, Otoe Co, 20 Feb 
(MSh) was a good count. On the other hand, none were found by an 
experienced observer on his section of the Seward-BOL CBC 18 Dec (LE), 
although temperatures ranging from 13 below to 13 above might have been 
a factor. 

Tufted Titmouse: Numbers decrease rapidly west of Missouri River Valley counties 
and north of Washington Co; reports around the north and west edge of the 
current range were of one northerly in Dodge Co 19 Dec (BLu), only the 
4th Dodge Co record, 30 Dec Washington Co (AG), 17 Feb Saline Co (2; 
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JHo), 18-19 Feb singles at each of 3 feeders in Lincoln (MHu, ІРІ, PCo), 
and 5 Feb Pawnee Со (2; ЈОЈ). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were widespread this winter, with reports 
increasing as winter progressed into Feb (eBird data), but not at irruption 
levels. This species is an irregular uncommon statewide visitor in winter. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: The CBC count high of 13 at North Platte 30 Dec (fide 
TJW), is suggestive of this species’ tendency to increase its numbers in the 
Platte and North Platte River Valleys in winter; sightings also increase in 
areas where it is a rare breeder, suggesting noticeable fall and winter 
movement. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common northern Panhandle 
pinewoods resident. 

Brown Creeper: Numbers in winter are highest in deciduous woods; a record high 
non-CBC winter tally was the 10 at Том Park, Omaha, 31 Dec (JSw). 
Previous high was 6 (five times). 

Rock Wren: A remarkable record was of one that was wintering on rip-rap along the 
southeast shore of LM; it was photographed for the LM CBC 31 Dec 
(J&GB). At least one has wintered at this location previously (J&GB). 


b 
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This Rock Wren was an unexpected participant in ће L McConaughy CBC 31 Dec 2016, 


here photographed by Jay Belsan; it summered in the same location on lakeside riprap. 


Canyon Wren: Nebraska’s 5th record of this species, one that appeared at the 
Shoemaker Ranch in remote Cherry Co 28 Oct and was seen by many (see 
Fall Seasonal Report), remained until 3 Dec (MSS, JJ, MB, photo). The 
ranch owners departed soon after and it is not known whether this bird 
lingered later. (See photo on page 23.) 
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Winter Wren: Somewhat northerly were singles in Burt Co 18 Feb (DHo) and 
Dodge Co 1 Jan (ОК). Wintering is rare and confined to the southeast. 

Marsh Wren: One at Jack Sinn 29 Dec (SMa) is only the second late Dec-Feb 
record in the east. Overwintering is expected in Nebraska only in the North 
Platte River Valley; up to 6 were at LO 31 Dec-1 Jan (ERa, JR), 8 were 
counted on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD), and 3 were still there 18 Feb 
(BP). 

Carolina Wren: Northerly and westerly reports were of one at the GPD Visitor 
Center 21 Dec (GSm), one wintering in North Platte (TJW), one at 
Hastings, Adams Co, throughout Feb (PSa) one present for 3 weeks 
through 29 Jan in Grand Island (SM), and one near Indianola, Red Willow 
Co, 19 Feb (MB, DSt). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine of this rare mid-winter (Jan-Feb) 
visitor to the southeast half of the state. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: In recent years this species has occurred more often in 
winter, although reports away from the east and Platte River Valley are few; 
there are only 6 mid-winter (Dec-Feb) records in the north and west. There 
are winter reports as far west as Keith Co in the Platte and North Platte 
River Valleys, and so westerly were singles in Lincoln Co 19 and 30 Dec 
(TJW) and 19 Feb (TJW). Two were on the HCR CBC 15 Dec (fide JGJ). 

Eastern Bluebird: This species is rare in the north and west in mid-winter; apart 
from 3 reports in Jan of 1-3 birds each in Brown, Boyd, and Keya Paha Cos 
(WF, KCo, BNi), the only northerly reports were of two in Sherman Co 10 
Feb (WF) and one in Thomas Co 21 Feb (WF). 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports away from the Platte River Valley and cedar breaks in 
Lincoln, Gosper, and Hayes Cos are few; this winter a fem was in Kimball 
Co 27 Dec (SMI, CWo, JBa), two were at NNF Halsey 4 Dec (WJH fide 
LR, RH), 9 were near Oshkosh, Garden Co, 1 Dec (ZHu), and 4 were in 
Arthur Co 19 Feb (WF). The last two reports may be of migrants between 
the west and southwest wintering areas. 

Townsend's Solitaire: The only report for the east, where less-than-annual in 
occurrence, was one at a spot where the species has been found on earlier 
CBCs within the Seward-BOL CBC circle 18 Dec (fide JG, ETH, MBe). 

Hermit Thrush: Over-wintering (Jan-Feb) generally occurs only in the southeast, 
but even there records are few. An ad banded at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 4 
Feb (RS, DMa photo, IHo) was probably wintering, while other candidates 
were one at Summit L SRA, Burt Co, 7 Jan (SMa photo) and one at BOL 25 
Feb (LE). A significant find was a grayish bird in Frontier Co 19 Feb (MB 
photo). While it has been assumed here that grayish Hermit Thrushes in 
western Nebraska are likely eastward stragglers of the Rocky Mountains 
subspecies Catharus guttatus auduboni, accumulating evidence suggests 
that such birds found at any distance from the Colorado and Wyoming 
foothills are likely to be migrants of at least two subspecies from the Pacific 
Northwest. Most are measurably smaller than C. g. auduboni (see 2013 Fall 
Seasonal Report for a Nebraska example). This migration pattern resembles 
that followed in fall by Townsend's Warbler and Cassin's Vireo. 
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American Robin: Reports were routine of this abundant but erratic statewide winter 
visitor. 

Gray Catbird: Last reported was a single in Sarpy Co on the Omaha CBC 28 Dec 
(D&JP, GR). Dec reports are not unexpected, but overwintering is less- 
than-annual. 

Brown Thrasher: As with Gray Catbird, over-wintering is less-than-annual, but one 
made it through the period in a Lincoln yard (M&CVDB photo). Another, 
possibly with an injured leg, persisted until 5 Jan in an Omaha yard (KGo, 
photo). Jan reports are not uncommon, but decline rapidly after mid-Jan. 

Northern Mockingbird: Only the 8th mid-winter (8 Jan-1 Mar) report was of one in 
Webster Co 16 Feb (LB). There are two records of over-wintering, both in 
the south. Northerly for the date was one in Knox Co 4 Dec (WF). 

European Starling: The count of 3500 in Knox Co 14 Jan (GR) was larger than any 
of the individual CBC totals other than the 7250 at Norfolk 30 Dec (fide 
DH). Very large flocks in Dec (highs are 100,000- 250,044) are migrants; 
such flocks are absent in mid-winter. 

Bohemian Waxwing: None were reported of this common but highly erratic winter 
visitor on the Pine Ridge. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide resident. 

American Pipit: The first Jan record for the state was of 3-4 at Keystone Dam, LO, 
1 Jan 2017 (JR, BP). There are no records for 2 Jan-4 Mar. 

Brambling: Perhaps the highlight of the winter season was the appearance 8 Jan at 
the Padelfords’ Bellevue feeder of Nebraska’s 4th Brambling; the generous 
hosts welcomed 26 observers the first day. The bird, a male molting into 
alternate plumage, was seen through 10 Jan. Probably the same bird was 
photographed in another Bellevue yard about 4 miles from the Padelford 
residence 16 Jan (fide L& BP). (See photo on page 23; article on page 32.) 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this rare western winter visitor. 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 

Purple Finch: The 28 at PL 27 Feb (LE) was a good count; highs are 30-124. 

Cassin’s Finch: The only report was of 6 on the LM CBC 31 Dec (WRS). In the 
sun, they were brighter red than accompanying House Finches, with 
prominent redpoll-like caps and brown napes. This species has been found 
a few times previously on the LM CBC. 

Red Crossbill: Remarkably, the only report this winter was of a single bird on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK). This species is usually common in 
winter in the west. 

Common Redpoll: None were reported of this uncommon to rare statewide winter 
visitor; winters without reports are rare, but occur more often than for Red 
Crossbill. Redpolls have been reported on CBCs in about 2/3 of the years 
since the 1960s. 

Pine Siskin: This species was present in low numbers, with 1-5 reported at several 
locations in the southeast, totaling only about 30, and only one report from 
the west, that of 15 at Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, 15 Feb (KD). 
Only 38 were reported on CBCs. 
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Lesser Goldfinch: An extraordinary record, both for location and date, was of a 
green-backed male attending a Murray, Cass Co, feeder 10 Dec-14 Jan (RS 
photo, BP photo, CNK photo). The only other winter record for Nebraska 
was of one at a Scottsbluff feeder Feb 2008. (See photo on page 23.) 
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This Lesser Goldfinch, Nebraska’s second for winter, amazingly appeared about as far east as 
possible in the state, in Murray, Cass Co, 10 Dec 2016-14 Jan 2017, here photographed by 
Loren Padelford 11 Dec. 


American Goldfinch: Best counts reported were at opposite ends of the state; 200 
were near Palmyra, Otoe Co, 18 Feb (GHo) and 150 were at the Kay 
Cheney feeder in Grant, Perkins Co, 20 Feb (AWa). 

Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 
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Snow Bunting: This was a quiet winter for this species. Of 5 non-CBC reports, 4 
were of single birds scattered statewide 29 Dec-18 Feb (TG, AGr, WBe, 
ВЕН), and the other the only flock reported, 20+ near Ashland 9 Jan (WM). 
The only CBC reports were of 6 at LM 31 Dec (fide SJD) and one at North 
Platte 30 Dec (fide ТЛУ). 

Pine Warbler: This species is relatively cold-tolerant; there were two records of 
overwintering, and five previous records for Dec; this season, one was at a 
Fremont, Dodge Co, feeder 4 Dec (CCr, photos). 


This Pine Warbler, Nebraska’s 6th for Dec (there are two additional records of overwintering) 
was at a Fremont, Dodge Co, feeder 4 Dec, and photographed that day by Charlotte Croshaw. 


Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Reports in Feb were rare prior to the winter of 
2010-2011, but since then have been fairly numerous, albeit restricted to the 
south. There are a few exceptions, however; this winter one was in Thomas 
Co 22 Feb (WF). Any Jan-Feb report from the north is noteworthy; a group 
of 10 was in Brown Co 14 Jan (KCo). 

Spotted Towhee: Westerly for the date was one on the North Platte CBC 30 Dec 
(fide TJW); by mid-winter (Jan-early Feb) few are found away from the 
southeast and along the Platte River to central Nebraska. 

Eastern Towhee: This species is less than annual and its range is restricted to the 
extreme southeast in mid-winter (Dec-Feb) more so than that of Spotted 
Towhee. There were more reports than usual this winter; singles were in 
Omaha 4 Dec (BP, imm male, photo), at FF 22 Jan (JR, fem, photo), 
Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 4 Feb (MSh), and again at FF 16 Feb (JR). A bit 
out of range for the date was a male that had been at a Seward Co feeder for 
awhile prior to 15 and 18 Dec (JG, photo). 
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American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter 
visitor. 

Chipping Sparrow: There are no documented records of overwintering, no records 
for Feb, and only three previous Jan records, thus one at a Bellevue feeder 7 
Jan and presumably the same bird there 20 Feb (ARy) very likely wintered. 
Records into late Dec are rare; one was in Sarpy Co 24 Dec (JGJ), and 
another was in an Omaha yard 16 and 28 Dec (SMa, photo). 

Field Sparrow: The only report was of one on the DeSoto NWR CBC 30 Dec (fide 
JT). Reports decline rapidly by late Dec. 

Savannah Sparrow: The only report was of one in Sarpy Co 19 Feb (EB); it was 
only the 11th Jan-Feb record for the state. EEDs are 9-11 Mar. 

Fox Sparrow: Good numbers were at FF, where best count was the 11 on 16 Feb 
(JR). Northernmost along the Missouri River Valley were 2 at Summit L 
SRA, Burt Co, 22 Jan (BP photo), and a bit west of the expected range for 
the dates were the three on the Harlan Co Res CBC 15 Dec (TJW) and one 
in Adams Co 18 Feb (BBr photo). 

Song Sparrow: This species winters (late Dec-Feb) from the Platte and North Platte 
River Valleys southward and in the east, except for the southern Panhandle 
and the 4 southwesternmost counties. Thus of interest were 2 at Oliver Res, 
Kimball Со, 27 Dec (SMI, TLo, CWo, JBa) and one at Calamus Res, 
Garfield Co, the same day (WF). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Jan-Feb reports are few, and are either wintering birds or 
possibly more likely represent an early northward movement from 
wintering areas just south of Nebraska. Most are from the southeast. This 
winter such reports were of one at ICSP 11 Feb (JGJ photo), 18 Feb 
Schramm SP (DMa photo), 19 Feb SCP (EA), and 20 Feb ICSP (4; MSh). 
EEDs are 19-20 Mar. 

Swamp Sparrow: This species winters each year in low numbers in the southeast. 
Westernmost was one on the HCR CBC 15 Dec (WRS) and northerly was 
another on the Ames CBC 21 Dec (fide D&JP). 

White-throated Sparrow: Feb reports away from the southeast wintering range are 
rare: two were in Sherman Co 10 Feb (WF). In Dec-early Jan scattered 
reports away from the wintering range are not unexpected, such as two on 
the North Platte CBC 30 Dec (fide TJW), one at Sutherland Res, Lincoln 
Co, 26 Dec (DCo, RHe), and one in Knox Co 8 Jan (CNK). Best count of 
wintering birds was the 61 at FF 22 Jan (JR). 

Harris's Sparrow: A little west of the expected winter range in southern and eastern 
Nebraska was one at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 25 Feb (KD). Northerly were 
up to 4 in Knox Co 1 Jan-21 Feb (MB, m. ob.) accompanying a western 
vagrant Golden-crowned Sparrow (see that species). 

White-crowned Sparrow: This species is most numerous in winter in the west, as 
exemplified for mid-late Dec by the count of 268 on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 
Dec (fide AK), compared with 116 on the HCR CBC 15 Dec (fide JGJ) and 
only 7 on the Omaha CBC 28 Dec (fide RS). Numbers are much reduced, 
even in the west, by Jan; best Jan count there was the 27 near Mitchell 7 Jan 
(KD). The only northerly report away from the west was of an imm that 
hung with the western-oriented Zonotrichia crowd (and an easterly Pink- 
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sided Junco to boot- see that form) in Knox Co 1 Jan through at least 28 Feb 
(MB, m. ob.). 

Golden-crowned Sparrow: Nebraska’s first winter record was of one that delighted 
many observers by remaining at a Knox Co location 1 Jan through the 
period, largely or entirely as a result of Mark Brogie’s generous 
maintenance of a seed supply at its rural location (MB, m. ob.). There are 5 
spring and fall records of this species, which usually accompanies White- 
crowned Sparrows and reflects their Nebraska distribution, including rarity 
in mid-winter. (See photos on page 24.) 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide 
winter visitor. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: Reports continue to increase statewide as observers 
understand the characteristics of this form, which may have arisen as a 
stable hybrid of Slate-colored and Pink-sided. However, many individuals 
are probably best left unidentified, such as the bird pictured below 
photographed in Lincoln 30 Jan (SKr). Apparent “good” Cassiar Juncos 
were in an Omaha yard 16 Dec (SMa) and in Bellevue 3 Feb (EB). 


This junco provides a tough case for identification; it was photographed by Steve Kruse in 
Lincoln 30 Jan. A fair guess might be female Cassiar due to the presence of some Pink-sided 
features, but it is best left unidentified. 


Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Reports were routine for this abundant western winter 
visitor, uncommon east. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: The westerly credentials of the Golden-crowned 
Sparrow group in Knox Co were enhanced by the presence of an easterly 
Pink-sided 7 Jan-6 Feb (MW photo, m. ob.). The only other easterly 
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reports, where documented records are less-than-annual, were of one 
wintering іп Lancaster Co seen 17 Dec and 28 Jan (ERa) and 3 in Nuckolls 
Co 5 Dec (DE). 

Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: The only report of this less-than-annual statewide 
winter visitor was of one at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 14 Dec (KD photo) that 
was counted on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide АК). 


“и; ж C ` E A ` : ad a. I 
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This Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Ліпсо, Nebraska’s 20th, was photographed by Kathy DeLara in 
her Scotts Bluff Co yard 14 Dec; it remained for the CBC there 20 Dec. 


Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This form is an uncommon winter visitor in the 
west; the only reports were of one in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 17 Dec (KD), 
two on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK), and one on the LM CBC 31 
Dec (fide SJD). The Scotts Bluff CBC had 5 junco forms: Slate-colored 84, 
Oregon 29, Pink-sided 15, White-winged 2, and Gray-headed 1 (fide AK). 

Northern Cardinal: One of fewer than 5 records for the western Sandhills and 
Niobrara River Valley in the Panhandle was a pair in Gordon 20 Feb that 
had been present for several months (BWo, photo). Most Panhandle 
records are from Scotts Bluff Co (now 50+) and the North Platte River 
Valley, with few elsewhere. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this uncommon mid-winter (Jan to 
mid-Feb) visitor North Platte River Valley, south and east, rare elsewhere. 


<Continued on Page 31.> 
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For our color photo section this year we asked especially for photos of birds 
in unexpected places. The images on this page and the following two pages 
show birds in surprising locations or unusual geographic ranges. 


% 


yg Canyon Wren in wheel 
#4 ofthe photographer's 
@ Subaru at Mary Sue 

| Shoemaker’s ranch in 
=== central Cherry Co, 

A 20 Nov 2016. 5th 
record of this species 
for Nebraska. Photo by 
| Joel Jorgensen. 


Below: Great Horned 
Owl at water feature 
in the photographer’s 
yard, Dixon Co., 18 
April 2017. Photo by 
Jan Johnson. 


Above: Lesser Goldfinch, a 
southwestern species rare in 
Nebraska in winter, which 
was coming to a feeder in 
Murray, Cass Co. Photo by 
Paul Roisen on 12 Jan 2017. 


Right: Brambling, 4th record 
in Nebraska, coming to the 
feeders at the home of Loren 
and Babs Padelford, Bel- 
levue, 9 Jan 2017. Photo by 
Paul Roisen. (See article on 
pages 32-33.) 
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Left: Golden-crowned 
~ Sparrow, Ist winter 

* record of this western 
species in Nebraska, 
Knox Co., 8 Jan 2017. 
Photo by Mark Brogie. 
(See species account 

3 on page 21.) 


Right: Golden-crowned 
Sparrow, same bird as 
in photo above but now 
in alternate plumage, | 
Knox Co., 9 May 2017. & 
Photo by Mark Brogie. 


Below: Anna's Hummingbird, at the 
Manning residence, Omaha, Douglas Co., 
20 Nov 2016. First Nebraska record for 
this western species. Photo by Paul Roisen. 


yard, a mere 50 feet from the house, near 
Denton, Lancaster Co., 11 May 2017. Photo by 
Joe Gubanyi. 


Vol. 85 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review D5 


Right: Greater Prairie-Chicken on 
road in Gage Co., captivated by 
passages read from a book on 
Nebraska ornithology, 4 May 
2016. Photo by John Carlini. 
Book by Paul Johnsgard. 
Readings by Shari Schwartz. 


Below: Brown Booby, a seabird 
usually found offshore in tropical 
waters, at Harlan County Reser- 
voir, Harlan Co. This was the 2nd 
state record and the bird remained 
at the lake for most of the month 
of June. Photo on 17 June 2017 by 
Brian Peterson. 


Above: White-winged Doves on the 
photographer’s farm near Mead, 
Saunders Co., where they were nesting, 
thus providing the first well- 
documented nest record in the state. 
Photo by Jane Hollst on 13 July 2017. 


Left: Great Horned Owl, on nest in a 
| cavity in a bank high above water, on 
| the road to Elwood Res., Gosper Co., 
| 4 Mar 2017. Photo by Jan Johnson. 
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Prothonotary Warbler, 
Fontenelle Forest just 
west of the blind, 
Bellevue, Sarpy Co., 
25 May 2017. Photo by 
Phil Swanson. 


Right: Black-throated Green 
Warbler, photographer's yard, y 
Papillion, Sarpy Co., 5 May 
2017. Photo by Phil Swanson. 


Below: Magnolia Warbler, 
photographer's yard, Fremont, 
Dodge Co.,12 May 2017. 
Photo by Ken Shuster. 


Right: Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Towl Park, Omaha, 

Douglas Co., 5 May 2017. 
Photo by Rachel Hall. 
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Below: American Bittern, Tamora 
WPA, Seward Co., 14 May 2016. 
Photo by John Carlini. 


Above: Wilson’s Snipe, northwestern Blaine Co., 
6 April 2017. Photo by Bob Gerten. 


Creek Road, northern Sioux Co., 1 Jan 
2016. Photo by Bruce Walgren. 


Left: Northern Flicker, Fontenelle Forest, 
Sarpy Co. Photo by Mike Schilmoeller. 
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Below: Juvenile intermediate morph 
Harlan’s Red-tailed Hawk, Fon- 
tenelle Forest, Bellevue, Sarpy Co., 
9 Feb 2017. Photo by Phil Swanson. 


Bowel eue ox ee 


Above: First spring male Summer Tanager, 
Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos., 
20 May 2017. Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 


Right: Scissor-tailed Flycatcher on 
nest, near 31st and West Denton 
Road, Lancaster Co., 4 July 2016. 
Photo by John Carlini. 


Below: Whooping Crane juvenile and 
adult, Father Hupp WMA, Thayer Co., 
І Dec 2015. Photo by John Carlini. 
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Above: Blue-headed Vireo, Omaha, Douglas Co., 
11 May 2017. Photo by Craig Crews. 


Left: Bell’s Vireo, Walnut Creek Lake, Sarpy 
Co., 26 May 2017. Photo by Phil Swanson. 


Below: Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
photographer’s yard, Papillion, Sarpy Co., 
28 May 2017. Photo by Phil Swanson. 


Below: House Finches on feeder, 
in photographer’s yard, Omaha, Douglas Co., 
21 May 2017. Photo by Patsy McQuade. 
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Above: Swamp Sparrow, Lincoln Saline 
Wetlands, Lancaster Co., 19 March 2017. 
Photo by Esa Jarvi. 


С 


Above: Cedar Waxwings, Omaha, 
Douglas Co., 5 May 2017. Photo by 
Craig Crews. 


Above: Chipping Sparrow, Omaha, Douglas 
Co., 27 April 2017. Photo by Craig Crews. 


Right: American Goldfinch, 
Wehrspann Lake/Chalco Hills 
Recreation Area, Sarpy Co., 

31 Oct. 2009. Photo by Rachel Hall. 
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<Continued from Page 22.> 


WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2016 to February 2017 


Eastern Meadowlark: Other than vocalizations, spring arrival is difficult to 
determine. Singing is first heard in mid-late Feb; one was calling in 
Lancaster Co 10 Feb (EJa) and first songs reported were from 4 birds at 
BOL 16 Feb (TG). Earliest records of singing are 13-16 Feb. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor south 
and east, rare elsewhere. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Rather early were two at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 18 
Feb (DMa) and another in Clay Co the same day (JGJ); EEDs are 14-16 
Feb. 

Rusty Blackbird: There were several reports of this uncommon winter visitor, all in 
the east as expected, although westerly were 8 in Polk Co 29 Nov (SM). 
Best count was 23 in Bellevue І Jan (AG). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: None were reported during the period after a group of 5 on the 
HCR CBC 15 Dec (fide JGJ). There were no other CBC reports; this 
species mostly departs Nebraska in mid-winter. 

Common Grackle: Mid-winter (5 Jan-12 Feb) records are usually of singles, and are 
uncommon and restricted to the south and east. This winter one was in 
Grand Island, Hall Co, 29 Jan (SM), two were at BOL 30 Jan and 6 Feb 
(LE), and 6 were in Hastings, Adams Co, 6 Feb (PSa). Noteworthy for the 
location and date were 3 with Red-winged Blackbirds in Dakota Co 29 Jan 
(ВЕН). 

Great-tailed Grackle: This species has become a regular winter visitor in the 
Lincoln area and westerly in the Platte and North Platte River Valleys. Best 
counts were from Lancaster Co: 450 in northeast Lincoln 15 Feb (RE) and 
250 at Jack Sinn 4 Feb (SSc). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Northerly for the date and number of birds were the 16 on 
the Norfolk CBC 30 Dec (fide DH). Wintering is rare, and typically is of a 
small number flocking with Red-winged Blackbirds. Atypical therefore 
was the impressive mid-winter count of 80 in a Red-winged Blackbird flock 
in Cass Co 29 Jan (JGJ). Six on 2 Feb at BOL (LE) were with a mixed 
flock of “blackbirds”. EEDs for spring in the southeast were 13-20 Feb, but 
this spring 2-3 were in Saline and Butler Cos 17 Feb (JHo, GR), which 
adjusted the EEDs to 13-17 Feb. Arrival is later, Mar and Apr, away from 
the southeast, thus surprising were the 20 in Cedar Co 19 Feb (ТМо). 
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Brambling in Bellevue, Sarpy County 


Loren and Babs Padelford 
1405 Little John Rd. 
Bellevue, NE 
Ipdlfrd@cox.net 


As we were having breakfast on January 8, 2017, we spotted an unusual- 
looking bird with House Sparrows in the tree above our deck. After consulting the 
National Geographic field guide, we determined it was a Brambling. Soon it was 
feeding on the deck where we were able to get some photos. It was first spotted at 
9:25 a.m. and again at 10:30. We put the information on NEBirds and by late 
morning birders began to arrive. The first group saw the bird at 12:02. By early 
afternoon we had standing room only in our family room. The bird appeared again 
at 1:40, 4:05 and 4:15. We believe that all who came the first day were able to see 
the bird, and many got excellent photos. The Brambling was attracted to coarse, 
hulled sunflower seeds on our deck. It never stayed more than one to two minutes at 
a time. 


Brambling at the home of Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue. Here photographed by 
Loren Padelford on 8 Jan 2017. (See also photo on page 23.) 
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Day two began with the first sighting at 8:57 a.m. before any new observers 
arrived. The next time it was seen was 3:45 p.m., and the next and last time for the 
day was 4:23. 


The weather on day three, January 10, was not favorable for travel, but 
several birders drove icy roads from Kansas, Iowa and Minnesota. The bird was 
seen only once, at 8:25 a.m., five minutes before the arrival of the first birders. In 
the morning, there were almost no birds visiting the feeders. Two Cooper’s Hawks 
were present and one was seen eating a small bird. 


Six days after the last sighting at our house, a Brambling showed up at the 
residence of David and Pam Kulisek, 1334 Bellevue Blvd. North in Bellevue, about 
4 miles north of the original sighting. It was seen twice on that day (January 16), at 
1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., on their patio where it was feeding on birdseed. They were 
able to get some photos of the bird which suggest that it was the same individual, a 
male molting into alternate plumage, as the one in our yard. 


This is the fourth known record of Brambling in Nebraska. The first was a 
female seen in Scottsbluff at the feeder of Dean and Phyllis Drawbaugh April 14-19, 
1999. This was part of a North American irruption into British Columbia and the 
northwestern United States (Sharpe 2001). The second record was a second-year 
male at Crane Meadows Nature Center, Hall Co, on April 8, 2006, (Silcock 2006). 
The third record was a female at a feeder in a cedar canyon in Lincoln County from 
Dec 14, 2014, to Jan 31, 2015 (Silcock 2015). 
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2016 Christmas Bird Counts 


by Don Paseka 


Fourteen Nebraska counts were held during the 2016 CBC season, which is 
one less than last year. The Harrison and Crawford counts were cancelled this year, 
but in the opposite corner of the state, a new count was started that includes Indian 
Cave State Park. An unusually mild November and a seasonable start to December 
were followed by a modest cold snap during the second week of the month. The 
Harlan County count was run early in the period on the 15th with ample open water, 
and it produced a record number of species (90) for that circle. But in the first 
weekend of the official count period, a storm swept across the state bringing snow, 
high winds, and bitter cold temperatures. Several counts were postponed, and the 
results for those that were run (Indian Cave, Branched Oak and Lincoln on the 17th, 
18th, and 22nd respectively) reflected the tough conditions with little or no open 
water. 


As the count period progressed, the weather quickly moderated allowing for 
good tallies on several of the remaining and postponed counts. Across all counts, 
259,403 individuals were counted, representing 134 species. Eleven species set new, 
or tied previous high counts. Twenty-three species were found in only one circle, 
and 15 of those were a single individual. Only 11 species were found in all circles. 


Single Black and White-winged Scoters were found at Lake McConaughy 
and were the only two species of Anseriformes counted this year that are not found 
annually on a Nebraska CBC. The total of 56,969 Snow Geese, most of which 
(56,700) were found at Harlan County, was the best count for that species since 
129,415 were counted in 2002. 


It would be an extreme understatement to say that Ross’s Geese did well 
this year. They had the 7th highest total number of individuals for any species this 
year. Harlan County produced an amazing number (6,300) of them, and with four 
more found at DeSoto resulted in a new total high count of 6,304 Ross’s Geese. This 
dwarfed the previous high count of 701 from 2013, and drops the 37 Ross’s Geese 
counted last year into third best count for this species. 


You weren’t imagining things if you thought that there were a lot of 
Trumpeter Swans being reported this winter. A total of 316 birds were found in 
seven circles, more than doubling the previous high count of 155 from 2013. 
Trumpeters have been counted annually in this millennium. 


Some diving duck species have been doing very well recently. For the third 
year in a row, Ring-necked Duck set a new high count; this year’s tally of 419 edged 
out last year’s number (404). The number of Buffleheads (425) bettered last year’s 
tally of 424 and is second only to the 843 counted in 2001. While not a new high 
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count, the 54 Hooded Mergansers found in seven circles stands in second place 
behind the 90 counted in 2012. 


Galliformes were a mixed bag this year. Northern Bobwhite numbers 
appear to be recovering. The 258 found this year is the best total since 1994 when 
292 were counted. Even though they were tallied in nine circles, Ring-necked 
Pheasants were hard to find in respectable numbers. This year’s tally of 46 birds is 
the lowest since 43 were counted in 1998. 


Last year, the counts produced a grebe “Grand Slam”. All six grebe species 
were found, and a total of 358 individuals were counted іп five different circles. But 
this year there was a total of only six individuals found. The 5 Pied-billed Grebes 
and a lone Western Grebe were all found at Lake McConaughy. 


A couple of diurnal raptors had a good year. The total of 404 Bald Eagles 
found in 13 circles is second only to the 576 from 2014, and the 40 Cooper’s Hawks 
are second only to the 42 counted last year. Unexpected was a single Golden Eagle 
found on the Ames count for the first time. 


Gull numbers were unimpressive with only seven species found. But the 4 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls found at Lake McConaughy plus one at Harlan County 
topped the old high count of 3 for that species from 2014. 


Most of the Columbiformes had a great year. For the fourth year in a row, 
Eurasian-collared Doves set a new high count. The 2,585 birds counted this year 
topped the 2396 found last year. A single White-winged Dove found at Scottsbluff 
marked the third year in a row this species has appeared on a Nebraska count, but 
just the fourth time ever that this bird has been found during the count period. A 
new high of 612 Mourning Doves was counted in 12 circles, topping the old high of 
578 from 1996. 


A pair of unrelated woodland species tied previous high counts. The 25 
Barred Owls found in 9 circles was the same number counted іп both 2005 and 2011. 
This year’s count of 9 Pileated Woodpeckers matched the number found in 2013. 
Although the characteristic rectangular excavations had been observed in the past in 
the Ames circle, this year a bird was heard giving the “flicker on steroids” call. Up 
until now, this species had been found only on the Omaha and DeSoto counts. 


A pleasant surprise was the lone Rock Wren found at Lake McConaughy. 
The only previous record was also from that circle, in 2003. This year’s number of 
54 Carolina Wrens found in 6 circles is second only to the 65 counted in 2012. 


A single Grey Catbird was found on the Omaha count. This is only the 
third year that this species has been found on a Nebraska CBC. One had been found 
in Grand Island in 1987 and two singles were found in 2002, one each in the 
Branched Oak-Seward and Lake McConaughy circles. 
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A record high number of Meadowlarks were counted this season. The 
1,992 found in 13 circles topped the previous high count of 1,832 set just last year. 
And the final good news is that the Lake McConaughy count rounded up 6 Cassin’s 
Finches this year. This number is second only to the 14 found in 2002 in the same 
circle. 


Not surprisingly, a few species’ tallies were disappointing this year. 
Virginia Rails, which are usually found in small numbers at Lake McConaughy, 
were missed for the first time since 1996. 


But two other species which were still found this year are showing alarming 
trends. Black-billed Magpies continue to be scarce. Although the record low count 
for them of 16 was back in 1967, the high count of 303 for magpies happened 
relatively recently in 2001. With the onset of West Nile Virus, however, their 
numbers dropped, beginning in 2006 with a total of only 39. This year’s total of 35 
ranks as the fourth lowest ever, just ahead of the 32 in 2013 and 34 in 2010. Also, 
for the first time ever, Black-capped Chickadee was missed entirely on the 
Scottsbluff count. This year’s total of 614 chickadees for all circles 15 the lowest 
since 1975 when only 527 were counted, and at that time, there were only 6 active 
circles. Peak numbers of Black-capped Chickadee occurred from 1986 to 1989, 
ranging from 2,160 to 2,364 during that four year period. With the onset of West 
Nile Virus, chickadee numbers fell to a low of 681 in 2007, but then gradually 
recovered to a peak of 1,307 in 2011. However, their numbers have declined every 
year since then. 


Fortunately, three other underperforming species this year don’t appear to 
be part of an ongoing population decline. Cedar Waxwings had the lowest count 
(519) since 1997 when only 498 were found and the 38 Pine Siskins counted was the 
lowest total since 17 were counted in 1991. These species are both known for winter 
irruptions based on food availability which has resulted іп a great deal of variability 
on CBCs. While the 3 Rusty Blackbirds is the lowest total since a single bird was 
tallied in 1996, last year’s total of 147 was the highest in the past twenty years. 
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2016 CBC Participants 


Ames Larry Einemann, William Flack, Jane Hollst, Paula Hoppe, Rita Jensen, Clem 
Klaphake, Dan Leger, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka, Rachel Paseka, Gary 
Roberts, Ken Shuster, Ruth Stearns, Jerry Toll (14) 


Branched Oak-Seward Matthew Beisel, Eugene Brott, Norma Brott, John Carlini, 
Jay Cattle, Bonnie Daenzer, Gil Daenzer, Larry Einemann, Jennifer Fruend, Linda 
Gierke, Doug Gremel, Vicki Gremel, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Virginia Hughes, 
Ethan Hutton, Joel Jorgensen, Kermit Krieser, Mary Krieser, Thomas Labedz, Daniel 
Leger, Don McKibbin, LaQuita McKibbin, Courtney Meyer, Ingrid Minchow, Mark 
Minchow, Don Rondorf, Shari Schwartz, Lynn Soloway, Ruth Stearns, Mary 
Steinbeck, Tony Vrana, Sue Wickersham, Joe Worm (33) 


Calamus-Loup William Flack, Kathi Gerten, Robert Gerten, Robin Harding, David 
Heidt (compiler), Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (7) 


DeSoto Myrna Brown, Sara Crayton, Thomas English, Linda Ferring, Maddie Gates, 
Mitch Gates, Alan Grenon, Joe Gubanyi, Suzanne Gucciardo, Mace Hack, Sylvia 
Hanson, Brad Lorentzen, Jean Martin, Matt Miller, Sarah Miller, Don Paseka, Janis 
Paseka, Jack Phillips, Jacob Phillips, Joe Phillips, Cathy Prettyman, Kathleen Pyper, 
Neal Ratzlaff, Peter Rea, Sandy Reinken, Gary Roberts, Ric Schmid, Jerry Toll 
(compiler) (28) 


Grand Island Nicole Arcilla, Cathy Aubushon, Andy Caven, Faye Conlon, Tony 
Curtis, Jim Etherton, Doug Ferguson, Bob Hausmann, Billi Herron, Kelsey King, 
Geraldine Koepke, Ron Kruse, Anne Kruse, Connie McCartney (compiler), Steve 
Morris, Vicki Orr, Patricia Smith, Josh Wiese, Chuck Witter (19) 


Harlan County Mary Bomberger Brown, Kenny Dinan, Lauren Dinan, Larry 
Einemann, Andrew Furman, Robin Harding, Alice Heckman, Malory Irvine, Joel 
Jorgensen (compiler), Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Marty Mathieson, Richard 
Mathieson, John Murphy, Lanny Randolph, Logan Shoup, Ross Silcock, T.J. Walker 


(18) 


Indian Cave Jan Alexander, Cortisa Handley, Kevin Holliday (compiler), Carolyn 
Meckstroth, Joann Shafer. 


Lake McConaughy Elliott Bedows, Mary Bomberger Brown, Stephen Dinsmore 
(compiler), Alice Heckman, Bill Huntley, Karyl Hutchinson, Mike Hutchinson, Zach 
Hutchinson, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Steven Morris, Brian Peterson, 
Edward Raynor, Justin Rink, Ross Silcock, Hannah Tetrault (17 + 17 feeder 
watchers) 
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Lincoln Nathan Baird, Elliott Bedows, Mary Bomberger Brown, Barbara DiBernard, 
Kenny Dinan, Lauren Dinan (compiler), Sarah Dinan, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, 
Andrea Faas, Craig Hahn, Ben Hartman, Sarah Hartman, Zach Hartman, Ian Hoppe, 
Esa Jarvi, Michelle Johnson, Joel Jorgensen, Jamie Kelley, Dan Leger, George Maly, 
Pete Maslowski, Bruce Mellberg, Nadya Mirochnitchenko, Lana Novak, Linda 
Plock, Susan Quinn, E. J. Raynor, Ken Reitan, Carol Rustad, Ruth Stearns, April 
Stevenson, Moni Usasz (33) 


Norfolk Elsie Anderson, Chris Mathke, Marc Bathke, Ed Brogie, William Flack, 
Zach Hegge, David Heidt (compiler), Caydence Leister, Rachel Leister, Logan 
Olson, Cory Shumacher, Diane Shumacher, Kyle Shumacher, Alexander Timm, Paul 
Timm, Tyler Vavra, Duane Wolff (compiler) (17) 


North Platte Karen Becker, Wendy Becker, Elliott Bedows, Monte Brown, Virginia 
Clark, Boni Edwards, Brian Gaston, Julie Geiser, Nick Giger, Robin Harding, Tony 
Jansen, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Jake Koenig, Marty Mathiesen, Richard 
Mathiesen, Steve Morris, Emily Munter, Jim Petersen, Lanny Randolph, Cameron 
Roy, Bill Sellers, Brenda Shurigar, Ross Silcock, Tom Walker, Thomas J. Walker 
(compiler), Nora Wood (27) 


Omaha Kadynn Autl, Elliott Bedows, Phyllis Behrens, Ann Duey, Dave Duey, 
Nelli Falzgraf, Linda Ferring, Bob Fuchs, Alan Grenon, Suzanne Gucciardo, Lois 
Inskeep, Jennifer Janes, Tisha Johnson, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy 
Kovanda, Tad Leeper, Chris Olson, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka, 
Susan Quinn, Deb Ratzlaff, Мак Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Al Reyer, Cindy Reyer, 
Jean Richter, Cindy Rieke, Max Rieke, Justin Rink, Gary Roberts, Rick Schmid 
(compiler), Steve Schmitt, Eric Scholar, Jerry Toll, Vivian Wright (37) 


Ponca Teri Dolezal, Warren Dunkle, Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Jan 
Johnson, Richard Johnson, Maria Korver (compiler), Tucker Lutter, Kyle Madsen, 
Jan Null, Jerry Probst, Scott Schmidt, Rob Towler, Jerry VonEhwegen (14) 


Scottsbluff Kathy DeLara, Don Gentry, Meredyth Gentry, Brytne Greenough, 
Charlotte Herrell, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Tim Lane, Ruben Siegfried, Gwen Smith, 
Marie Smith, Rod Smith, Jim Wellman (12) 
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RECEIPTS 
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Atlas 
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Fund 


Scholarship Endowment 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2017 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


In general, this was a routine spring, except for remarkable numbers 
reported of several species, and a notable paucity of most species of wood-warblers. 


A huge Snow Goose flock in the east was estimated to contain 500,000- 
1,000,000 birds; other notable numbers were 2000 Tree Swallows and 5000 Cliff 
Swallows, both record counts, 44 Black-capped Chickadees, 300 House Wrens, 62 
Fox and 76 Song Sparrows on the same day at a single location, 168 Dark-eyed 
(Slate-colored) Juncos, and 10,000 Common Grackles. 


Perhaps the most notable phenomenon this spring was the dearth of migrant 
wood-warblers. Joel Jorgensen constructed graphics based on raw data (“crude 
counts") posted to eBird that showed large negative changes between 2016 and 2017 
in number of individuals reported and high counts reported; high counts for 11 
species declined on average an amazing 8096; the decline was consistent in 
magnitude for all 11 species. Jorgensen suggested this might have resulted from 
weather patterns that pushed migrants eastward; numbers of warblers in Iowa 
appeared to be normal. 


Other interesting phenomena included increasing numbers of Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks, a Long-eared Owl nest, increasing reports of Dusky Flycatcher, 
and a large rather early influx of White-faced Ibis in the east. 


Rarities were few, led by the long-staying Golden-crowned Sparrow in 
Knox Со, Nebraska's 6th, the first Panhandle record of Blue-headed Vireo, and 10th 
state record of Curve-billed Thrasher. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ad: adult 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBL: Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 

Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
Co(s): County (ies) 

CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co 

EED: Expected Early Date 
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ELD: Expected Late Date 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

fem: female 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Со 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
imm: immature 

juv: juvenile 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln 
m.ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 
NM: National Monument 

ММЕ: Nebraska National Forest 

NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RS: Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa 
basins 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 

AB: Aaron Brees, Polk Co IA 
ABo: Aaliya Booker, eBird 
AF: Andrew Furman, eBird 
AP: Andrew Pierson, Grand Island 
BBr: Barbara Brown, eBird 
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 
BRe: Ben Ream, eBird 

BSt: Barbara Straus, Lincoln 
BWa: Brad Walker, eBird 
BW1: Bob Willison, eBird 
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CAn: Chris Anderson, eBird 
CGe: Callie Gesmundo, eBird 
CCr: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 
CCt: Colin Croft, eBird 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
D&JP: Don & Janis Paseka, Ames 
D&MW: Donald & Marion Weidemann. eBird 
DHI: David Hollie, eBird 

DHo: Daniel Horton, eBird 

DHu: Dylan Hubl, eBird 

DMa: Danny Mag, eBird 

DMg: Diane Meiborg, eBird 
DMn: David Mehlman, eBird 
DPa: Darrell Parsons, eBird 

DSa: Dave Sandahl, eBird 

DSh: Dominic Sherony, eBird 
DTu: Dena Turner, eBird 

DWe: Drew Weber, eBird 

EHo: Eric Hough, eBird 

EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln 

ЕРІ: Eric Pilote eBird 

ERa: Edward Raynor, Lincoln 
GHa: Greg Hartel, eBird 

GPo: Gabriel Poling, eBird 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
GWe: Garrett Wee, eBird 

J&LS: Jim & Linda Swenson, eBird 
JCa: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JCm: Joan Campbell, eBird 

JCt: John Cataldo, eBird 

JFG: John F. Gatchet, eBird 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Denton 

JGa: Jason Gardner, eBird 

JGi: Jerry Gieseking, eBird 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JHa: JoAnne Hackos, eBird 

JHi: Justin Hill, eBird 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JJD: J.J. Duerr, eBird 

JJJ: Jenny Jo Johnson, eBird 

Жу: John Kvarnback, eBird 

JMa: Joe Manning, Omaha 

JMo: Jake Mohlmann, eBird 

IN Jonathan Nikkila, eBird 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JSc: John Schukman, eBird 
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JSI: John Sloane, eBird 

JSS: Jason St. Sauver, Denton 

JTi: Jane Tillman, eBird 

JVo: Joyve Votipka, eBird 

JWr: Justin Wonn. eBird 

K&HO: Ken & Helen Ostermiller, eBird 
K&SJ: Kent & Sandra Jensen, eBird 
KCo: Kelly Corman, eBird 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KGo: Katie Gooby, Omaha 

KHa: Kadynn Hatfield, eBird 

ККа: Karen Kader, Omaha 

KKi: Kelsey King, eBird 

KMD): Kathy Mihm Dunning, eBird 
KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 
KWa: Kendall Watkins, eBird 
L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LBr: Lori Brummer, eBird 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LFe: Linda Ferring, eBird 

LLa: Lorraine Lanning, eBird 

LLe: Linda Lee, eBird 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LRo: Les Roslund, eBird 
M&CVDB: Matthew and Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MBe: Matt Beisel, Seward 

MCe: Michael Cerizo, eBird 

MCI: Mary Clausen, La Vista 

Ma Mace Hack, Omaha 

MPo: Marne Potter, eBird 

MRe: Mike Resch, eBird 

MSh: Matt Shurtliff, Omaha 

MUS: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 

MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
MW: Matthew Winks, eBird 

NA: Noah Arthur, Lincoln 

NMa: Nathan Martineau, eBird 
МР1: Nathan Pieplow, eBird 

NVa: Nick Varvel, eBird 

PDo: Patrice Domeischel, eBird 
PHo: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

PRo: Paul Roisen, Sioux City IA 
PS: Phil Swanson, Papillion 

R&CF: Robert & Claire Fortin, eBird 
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RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton SD 
RGr: Robert Gray, eBird 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RMa: Robert Manning, Omaha 
RMc: Regina McNulty, eBird 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSa: Rick Sammons, eBird 

RSt: Ruth Stearns, Lincoln 

RW: Rick Wright, Bloomfield NJ 
SAb: Shanin Abreu, eBird 

SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SMI: Simone Marler, eBird 

SNe: Steven Nelson, eBird 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
SSm: Scott Schmidt, eBird 

TCz: Thomas Czubek, eBird 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TG: Tom Gannon, eBird 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Milford 

TTu: Tracy Tucker, eBird 

VKo: Val Kollath, eBird 

WBe: Wendy Becker, eBird 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 
VHo: Victor Haro, eBird 

WKa: William Kaempfer, Boulder CO 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor IA 
ZHu: Zachariah Hutchinson, eBird 
ZPo: Zak Pohlen, eBird 
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Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: The only report was of two at Memphis Lakes SRA, 
Saunders Co, 15 Apr (RMa, m. ob.). Of 19 Nebraska records, 16 since 
2000, this is the first record for Apr. This species has occurred 9 of the last 


10 years, and reports continue to increase. 


Snow Goose: Best count was a remarkable estimated 500,000 -1,000,000 at BOL 2 
Mar (LE), the highest eastern count on record. High counts for the state are 
1,500,000-2,000,000, all in the RWB. A *massive flock" 0.25 mi. wide and 


] mi. long was near Gibbon the same day (SM). 


Ross's Goose: A rare blue morph bird was in central Nebraska 17 Mar (AB photo); 
this is only the 7th Nebraska record of this color morph. The 2000 in 
Buffalo Co 14-15 Mar (K&HO) was a good tally; high spring counts are 


2250-21,920. 
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Greater White-fronted Goose: Reports were routine of this common spring 
migrant central, fairly common east, rare west. 

Cackling Goose: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant statewide 
spring migrant. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant statewide 
spring migrant. 

Mute Swan: There were 3 reports in the Omaha area of 1-2 birds, presumably “park 
birds”; two at Zorinsky L 29 May (SNe) and one on the Heartland of 
America pond 14 and 16 May (SSm, MCe). A fourth report, also of a “park 
bird", was of one in Kearney 9 Mar (BBr). 

Trumpeter Swan: Migration peaks in Mar; 33 were at Swan L, Arthur Co, 30 Mar 
(WF). The southerly breeding site at Ravenna was occupied again this year; 
two were reported there 16 and 29 May (WF, JGJ). A tardy bird, likely an 
imm non-breeder, was photographed in Sarpy Co 28 May (RGr). 

Tundra Swan: There were 2 reports of this rare migrant: a single was at RS 10-26 
Mar (KD, m. ob.), and a surprising 7 at Straightwater WMA, Seward Co, 4 
Apr (MUS, JG; yellow bill markings seen). Spring migrants are far fewer 
than in fall. 

Wood Duck: А group of 65 was photographed at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington 
Co, 20 Маг (Као), high counts in the east (65-100) are in the narrow period 
17-24 Mar, suggesting a short migration peak. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Cinnamon Teal: Recent years have seen more reports from the east; this year there 
were three males reported, beginning with one rather early in Butler Co 19 
Mar (GR). Other singles were in Sarpy Co 6 Apr (MSh) and Saunders Co 
5-9 Apr (GR, JR, BP) 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Eurasian Wigeon: None were reported of this rare spring migrant central, less- 
than-annual elsewhere. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Northern Pintail: Best count reported was 2000 at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, 12 Mar 
(DWe); high counts of pintails in spring are remarkable, in the range 73,000 
to 200,000, and all in the short period 9-17 Mar. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Canvasback: One in Nemaha Co 19 May (GR) was rather late; ELDs are 21-23 
May. 

Redhead: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Greater Scaup: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 


Bufflehead: Counts of 200 at LO 29 Apr and CLNWR 30 Apr (both JKv) were 
rather high; high counts are 300-1440. One in southern Sheridan Co 28 
May (RW) was tardy; ELDs are 29 May-1 Jun. 
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Common Goldeneye: An apparent fem was rather late at LO 12 May (MW, BWi, 
JFG); ELDs are 17-20 May. Large numbers were at GPD; 450 were 
estimated present 10 (CAn) and 18 Mar (RD); the 450 is the second-highest 
spring tally on record after 1875. 

Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Common Merganser: The 3500 at Johnson L SRA, Gosper Co, 3 Mar (TJW) was 
third highest spring count on record; highs are 4000-200,000. 

Red-breasted Merganser: A rather late male was photographed at LO 18 May 
(MW, BWi1, ТЕС), ELDs are 18-19 May. There аге 9 additional later dates 
through 9 Jun. 

Ruddy Duck: The 340 at CBL 31 Mar (LE) was a good count; highs are 548-742. 

Northern Bobwhite: There were numerous reports of this species, which appears to 
be doing well, including westerly reports of two at Keller Park SRA, Brown 
Co, 16 May (KCo), one at Big Springs, Deuel Co, (WKa), and one at Ash 
Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 27 May (BP). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported of this uncommon to rare resident in the 
extreme northeast. Currently the population appears to be at a low ebb. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this locally common statewide 
resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common resident north of 
the Platte River Valley and east to a line from western Knox Co to Hall Co. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: The 5 or so disjunct populations in the southeast appear 
to be doing well, notably around Burchard WMA, Pawnee Co, where up to 
4] were counted 7-9 Apr (MSh, GHa). At other disjunct southeast 
locations, singles were at SCP 4 Mar (MW) and 10 Apr (JSS), up to 16 
were in southeastern Butler Co 21 Mar-17 Apr (DPa, m. ob.), and 15 were 
at the southeast edge of the RWB in extreme southwestern Fillmore Co 9 
Apr (BP). There were no reports from the small population in Jefferson and 
Thayer Cos. At the southeast edge of the main range, two were heard in 
northern Kearney Co 9 Apr (LR, RH), and 3 flew from Hall Co to Howard 
Co the same day (LR, RH). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Rather early in the west were singles in southern Garden Co 18 
Mar (LLe) and in Deuel Co 29 Mar (WF). EEDs in the west are 24-29 Mar. 

Horned Grebe: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Red-necked Grebe: The only report was from LO; one molting into alternate 
plumage was there 26 Mar (JGJ). This is the 15th spring report of this 
species in the state; it is less-than-annual in spring. 

Eared Grebe: The 240 in a *tight flock" at CLNWR 30 Apr (JKv) was a good count 
of migrants; highs are 392-460. A "slightly eerie nearly all-white bird" was 
at Ellsworth, Sheridan Co, 28 May (RW). 

Western Grebe: LM is a staging area for migrants in spring and fall. Although the 
estimated 800 there 12 May (MW, BWi, JFG) was a good count, peak 
counts are 14,100-18,000 in the period 19 Apr-16 May. 
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Clark’s Grebe: Three were reported from the LM area: singles at LeMoyne 19 Apr 
(WF), at Otter Creek 29 Apr (JKv photo), and on LO 12 May (MW, BWi, 
Ла). Two were on Enders Res, Chase Co, 14 May (MW, BW1, JFG). 

Rock Pigeon: Best counts were 150 and 125 at two locations in Kearney 11-12 Mar 
(K&SJ); these are the second- and third-highest single location, non-CBC 
counts (after 200) on record. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

White-winged Dove: Now regular each year in summer, although most common in 
the west, a pair in Murray, Cass Co, 27 Apr-15 May (GHa photo) was 
easterly. 

Mourning Dove: Tying second-highest count on record were the 80 at Enders Res 
12 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО), high counts аге 80-83. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were 3 reports of this currently-scarce species: one was 
identifiably photographed in Butler Co 21 May (BWa), and singles were 
reported at ICSP 19 May (BSt) and 21 May (LE). 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide migrant. 

Common Poorwill: Earliest ever for the state were two recorded in Dundy Co 8 Apr 
(EHo); EEDs are 22-25 Apr, but there are three earlier dates 12-18 Apr. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: Only one bird was reported, but it was heard by 9 birders in a 
happy group of NOU members at ICSP 20 May (m. ob.). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: The 14 at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 11 May (JG) tied 
the second-highest spring count; 17 is the high. One calling at Berry Bridge 
Campground, Cherry Co, 26 May (DHo) was the westernmost record to 
date in the Niobrara River Valley; there are several records 4 miles east at 
Smith Falls SP. 

Chimney Swift: The 100 carefully counted foraging over CBL 20 May (ERa) 
provided the second-highest spring count on record; previous highs were 
45-118. 

White-throated Swift: One at Smith L WMA in central Sheridan Co 6 May 
(D&MW) was certainly a migrant; the easternmost known breeding location 
is in Beaver Valley on the Pine Ridge in northwest Sheridan Co. The Smith 
Lake record is the easternmost for the species in the state. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring 
migrant east, uncommon central, less-than-annual west. 

Virginia Rail: One at SCP 8 Apr (JSS) was rather early and may have wintered in 
the area; previous EEDs were 9-12 Apr. Next report this spring was a 
month later, 6 May in Sheridan Co (D&MW). One at CBL 27 May (RW) 
may have been a tardy migrant or a potential breeder. 

Sora: Arrivals were early this spring; record early was one photographed at Holmes 
L, Lincoln, 7 Apr that had been present for about a week (SKr). Previous 
EEDs were 10-14 Apr, but additional early arrivals this spring included 
singles at two Lancaster Co locations 11 and 12 Apr (EJa), as well as one at 
FF 15 Apr (PS). 

American Coot: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
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Sandhill Crane: Rather late were two in Rock Co 21 May (JSc), and singles in York 
Co 21 May (WKa) and Clay Co 22 May (DHu). Previous ELDs were 20-22 
May. Uncommon in the east in spring, a flock of 30 were at Conestoga L, 
Lancaster Co, 8 Mar (SKr photo), and singles, possibly the same bird, were 
at BOL 15 Mar (BRe) and 1 Apr (MW). 

Whooping Crane: Reported numbers were moderate, with only 10-12 in all. Best 
count was the 3 photographed at Bulrush WMA, Clay Со, 11 Арг (ЈОЈ). 

Black-necked Stilt: Although rare in spring in the east, there were 4 reports. One 
was at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 7 May (MW photo, SKr photo), 1-2 
were at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 10-12 May (LE, m. ob.), one was in 
Butler Co 12 May (JGJ), and 1-3 were at Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, 
Lancaster Co, 13-16 May (JCa photo, m. ob.). 

American Avocet: One photographed at Hay Springs SL, Sheridan Co, 18 Mar 
(NVa) was earliest on record by one day. 

Black-bellied Plover: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring 
migrant. 

American Golden-Plover: This species put on an amazing show this spring; Joel 
Jorgensen noted that this was “quickly becoming the year of the plover”. 
Previous high counts were 492-800, but this spring the best count was a 
record single-location tally of 1003 at Tamora WMA, Seward Co, 11 Apr 
(JGJ). Tallies at Tamora WMA were over 500 for the period 9-16 Apr (m. 
ob.) and the species was reported there 4 Арг-21 Мау (MUs, WKa). 
Nearby NLB also hosted large numbers, interestingly peaking a month later 
than at Tamora WMA at 590 on 12 May (JGJ). A field in the same vicinity 
hosted 657 plovers 12 May; “they аге іп this field every year" (JGJ). Not 
only were there huge numbers, but arrival was rather early as well; 8 were 
at LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy Co, 19 Mar (JMo photo, SQ); previous EEDs 
were 19-20 Mar. 

Snowy Plover: None were reported of this rare but expected annually spring migrant 
central. 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
east and central, uncommon west. 

Piping Plover: A sighting in bad weather conditions at BOL 25 Mar would have 
been very early for this species; conflicting descriptions were provided by 
four observers, some features suggestive of Snowy Plover, and the report is 
best treated as unproven. As noted by Michael Willison, there are *no 
records in March of inland continental U.S. Piping Plover apart from a 
single central Texas report on 3/28/15". ELDs for Nebraska are 11-13 Apr, 
with one earlier date 6 Apr. 

Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Mountain Plover: The only reports were from the breeding range in Kimball Co; 4 
were on County Rd 14 on 24 Apr (ERa photo), and one was in the same 
area 14 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО). 

Upland Sandpiper: An interesting tally of 35 Upland Sandpipers was made 1 May 
along a 22-mile stretch of highway between Anselmo and Dunning: 
apparently the birds were forced to the edge of the road by a snowfall (JKv). 
Previous highs were 20-70. 
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Whimbrel: Most records are in May, as this year, with 3 reports of singles 11-17 
May (m. ob.). Flocks, however, are usually seen in mid-May (high counts 
62-70, all 15-16 May), and so the 12 at LO 26 Apr (JGJ) were unexpected. 

Long-billed Curlew: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
central and west, less-than-annual east. 

Hudsonian Godwit: There were numerous reports, but no large aggregations were 
found. Usually less-than-annual in the western half of Nebraska, there were 
three reports: one was at North Platte SL 26 Apr (JGJ), increasing to 50 
there the next day (JKv), and one was at LO 29 Apr (JKv). EEDs are 6-7 
Apr, and so rather early were 3 at Tamora WMA (BP) and 6 at L Wanahoo, 
Saunders Co, the same day (JR). 

Marbled Godwit: The 70 counted in a flooded pasture in Wheeler Co 4 May (JJ) 
was an impressive count; highs are 94-264. Separate Marbled Godwits in 
and near the north end of CLNWR 27 May (RW) were in or very near the 
breeding range. 

Ruddy Turnstone: There were 6 reports 8-19 May involving 9 birds total (m. ob.), 
all in the east as expected. 

Stilt Sandpiper: The 650 in Butler Co 16 May (JGJ) was the 3rd-highest single 
location count on record. Previous highs were 620-1461. АП high counts 
are in the period 13-18 May. 

Sanderling: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Dunlin: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east and central, 
less-than-annual west. 

Baird's Sandpiper: One in Dodge Co 10 Mar (RSa photo) was rather early; EEDs 
are 6-8 Mar. 

Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant 
Rainwater Basin, uncommon eastward, rare westward. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: In spring this species is rare west of a line from Phelps Co to 
Holt Co; there are only 34 such records in all. This spring 6 were in 
Sheridan Co 28 May (J&LS) and one was in Box Butte Co 29 May (JGJ). 
Westerly were 8 in Buffalo Co 5 May (AF) and 4 in Rock Co 21 May (JSc). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Less common westerly, a good tally was the 190 at LO 
on 29 Apr (JKv); previous highs for the west were 140-227. 

Western Sandpiper: The only report of this rare statewide spring migrant was of 
one attaining breeding plumage at LO 29 Apr (JKv). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: In Nebraska, this species is almost exclusively a May 
migrant, with EEDs 25-27 Apr and ELDs 30 May-2 Jun. This spring, 
reports pushed these limits: one was well-described at North Platte SL, 
Lincoln Co, 28 Apr (DSh), and another was reported without details in Holt 
Co 29 May (PRo). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: The 650 carefully counted at North Platte SL 28 Apr (DSh) 
was a good tally; spring highs at single locations are from the RWB in the 
range 1377-3257. 
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American Woodcock: Rather early was one in Douglas Co 3 Mar (SMa); EEDs are 
21-22 Feb. 

Wilson’s Snipe: EEDs where wintering does not occur are 12-14 Mar; earlier dates 
reported this spring in the southeast were 5 Mar at Little Blue WMA, 
Thayer Co, (GR), 8 Mar at BOL (RSt), and 1-2 at L Wanahoo, Saunders 
Co, 11 Маг (BP, ТО). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper: There were two rather late reports: singles were in Custer Co 
28 May (TJW) and Lancaster Co 30 May (LE). Previous ELDs were 26-29 
May. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: The 300 at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 8 and 9 Apr (JR, JGJ) was 
a good count; spring highs are from the RWB in the range 500-1812. Two 
at L Wanahoo 11 Mar (BP) were rather early; EEDs are 7-9 Mar. 

Willet: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and central, 
uncommon east. 

Greater Yellowlegs: One at RS 2-4 Mar (JSS, RSa photo) was rather early; previous 
EEDs were 1-3 Mar. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Reports were routine of this abundant spring migrant central 
and west, common east. 

Red-necked Phalarope: This species is rare in the east in spring, with only about 35 
records in all. This spring there were two: 8 were in Nuckolls Co 23 May 
(МР1 photo), 1-5 were at LSWNP 18-28 Мау (DHI, m. ob.). 

Bonaparte's Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Laughing Gull: An apparently-molting one-year-old at Enders Res, Chase Co, 12- 
13 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО) provided the 27th record for the state, all but two 
in the period 2 Apr-28 Oct. 

Franklin's Gull: The 6000 at BOL 27 Apr (MW) was impressive, although highs 
for spring are 12,592-20,000. 

Ring-billed Gull: The 9000 at BOL 11 Mar (MW) was also impressive, although 
highs for spring are 19,000-30,000. 

California Gull: This fairly common westerly spring migrant was reported twice: 
two were at Johnson L SRA, Gosper Co, 3 Mar (TJW), and at least 3 
different birds were in the LM area 10 Mar-27 May (WKa, JGJ, LKv, BP). 

Herring Gull: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant. 

Thayer’s Gull: A typical spring showing included at least two at LM 10 Mar-8 Apr 
(WKa, m. ob.) and singles at BOL 21 Mar (LE) and CBL 25 Mar (MW 
photo). A surprise to many, however, was the merger of Thayer's Gull with 
Iceland Gull (http://blog.aba.org/2017/07/2017-aos-supplement.html), the 
merged species forming a cline in color from dark in the western US 
(former Thayer’s Gull) to pale in the eastern US (Iceland Gull). Birds in the 
middle part of the cline have been generally referred to as Kumlien’s Gull. 
Nebraska appears to be located somewhat west of mid-cline, as few pale 
birds are reported (see next species). 
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Iceland Gull: Related to the comments under Thayer’s Gull, a very pale individual 
was photographed at LO 26 Mar (ЈОЈ, LLa); it was thought to be раје 
enough to be “on the Kumlien’s side of things” (JGJ). It is the 10th spring 
record of Kumlien’s Gull for Nebraska. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Reports would have been routine of this uncommon 
statewide spring migrant except for a good count of 5 of mixed ages at LM 
4 Apr (NA). Spring highs currently are 5-6. 

Glaucous Gull: One that lingered at LO through 8 Apr (WBe photo, m. ob.) was 
rather late; ELDs are 11-13 Apr. 

Great Black-backed Gull: This species is on the verge of annual occurrence in 
Nebraska; the 16th spring record was of one photographed at Calamus Res, 
Garfield Co, 25 Mar (RMc). There about 40 records in all for Nebraska. 

Least Tern: The 14 on the Missouri River in Dixon Co 19 May (MRe) was second- 
highest spring count on record. Previous highs were 11-35. 

Caspian Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Common Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Forster’s Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Common Loon: This species arrived early and put on a good showing at BOL. Two 
that arrived there 18 Mar (MW) were 3rd-earliest on record by 7 days; 
EEDs in the east are 21-22 Mar. The 15 at BOL 18 May (LE) were a record 
spring count by one. 

Neotropic Cormorant: Singles at BOL 21 Mar-14 May (LE, m.ob.) and LO 4 Apr 
(NA) were the 20th and 21st documented records for the state; they were 
also rather early, the 2nd and 4th-earliest on record. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Huge numbers were at BOL; counts were over 1000 
during the period 8-27 Apr, with an amazing spring record count of 6000 on 
15 Apr (MW). Rather early was one at Johnson L, Gosper Co, 3 Mar 
(TJW); EEDs are 27 Feb-2 Mar. 

Anhinga: Nebraska's 4th spring and 5th overall was one photographed at Swan 
Creek WMA, Saline Co, 18 May (WF). 

American White Pelican: Spring high counts are 2000-2700, and so large numbers 
are expected. There were two estimates by different observers at Calamus 
Res, Loup Co, 25 Mar of 1000 and 4000 (DMg, JJD); averaging these 
suggests very roughly that 2500 might have been present. 

American Bittern: One at Father Hupp WMA, Thayer Co, 28 May (CNK) was at an 
extreme southern breeding location in the RWB. 

Least Bittern: The only report was of one at a Dodge Co farm pond 30 May (D&JP, 
GR, JJ). 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Great Egret: Rare in the Panhandle in spring, the only report there was of one in 
southeast Garden Co 26 Apr (JGJ); this is only the 34th Panhandle spring 
record. 

Snowy Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 
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Little Blue Heron: The only report of this uncommon spring migrant east and 
central, less-than-annual west, was of an ad photographed in Hall Co 11 
May (DMn, MHa). 

Cattle Egret: Rare in the Panhandle in spring, two were near Oshkosh, Garden Co, 
24 Apr (JCt), and five were just north of CLNWR 29 May (RW). 

Green Heron: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and south- 
central, uncommon north-central, less-than-annual Panhandle. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Three ads at Holmes L, Lincoln, 27 Mar (LE) were 
3rd-earliest on record after 19 and 25 Mar; previous EEDs were 29 Mar-2 
Apr. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported of this rare spring migrant 
southeast, less-than-annual elsewhere. 

Glossy Ibis: Since this species has become an annual uncommon statewide spring 
migrant, the three reports this spring might be considered routine. Singles 
were at Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, 8 May (SMa photo), at Lakeside, 
Sheridan Со, 17 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО), and at Whitman, Grant Co, 29 Мау 
(RW). 

White-faced Ibis: There was an amazing influx in the southeast on 9 Apr, where the 
species is least expected during spring migration. Among the total of 285 
birds reported at 8 sites, the best single-location count was 98, at 
Straightwater WMA, Seward Co, (ERa, MW). The date is also rather early; 
EEDs are 8-9 Apr. Spring high counts at single locations for the state are 
150-400, and so the 200 at North Platte SL 27 Apr (DSh) and 150 at 
CLNWR 30 Apr (JKv) were significant. 

Turkey Vulture: The 70 at BOL 10 May (MW, BWi, JFG) was a good count; 
spring highs are 80-150. 

Osprey: Third-earliest on record was one in Douglas Co 17 Mar (JMo); EEDs are 
19-22 Mar. 

Mississippi Kite: Reports are increasing in the east two were in an Omaha 
neighborhood 8-9 May (SMa photo), and one was seen briefly near 
Brownville 20 May (PRo). Westward, at least two were in the traditional 
Ogallala location by 12 May (MW, BWi, JFG), and at relatively recent 
breeding locations, 3 were in North Platte 31 May (JGJ) and two were in 
Benkelman 13 May (MW, BWi, JFG). 

Bald Eagle: Calamus Res, Loup Co, continued its mid-Mar propensity to attract 
huge numbers of Bald Eagles to fish kills; 500 were estimated there 18 Mar 
(JHk). High count for the state is 800, also at Calamus Res. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: ELDs are 28 May-1 Jun; one in Dawes Со 28 May (J&LS) 
was tardy but perhaps not unexpectedly so at that location, but one in 
Lancaster Co the same day (MW) was a rarity there. 

Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare statewide spring migrant. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this rare spring migrant east, less- 
than-annual elsewhere. 
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Broad-winged Hawk: Westerly reports continue to increase; this spring there were 4 
reports from the Panhandle, bringing the total there to 32 in all, about half 
of these since 2000. This spring’s reports were of one at CLNWR 30 Apr 
(JKv), one at Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 4 Apr (LBr), singles at CSP 17, 
28, and 30 May (MW, BWi, JFG, RW, ЈОЈ photo), and one at a location in 
Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff Co, 28 May (BP) that has been frequented in 
previous years. 

Swainson's Hawk: The 56 on 15 Apr at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, (PHo) was a 
good count; spring highs are 96-300, all in the narrow window 17-21 Apr. 

Red-tailed (Krider's) Hawk: One was photographed in Johnson Co 2 May (JCa, 
55с). This form winters in very low numbers in southeast Nebraska; the 
few records suggest later departure in spring than for western dark birds 
(Buteo jamaicensis calurus and B. j. harlani). 


Red-tailed (Krider's form) Hawk was photographed by John Carlini in Johnson Co 2 
May 2017. Visible are the black spotted malar, banded black-white tail, and white head. 


Red-tailed (Western Red-tailed) Hawk: One in Scotts Bluff Co 25 Apr (SMI) was 
tardy; ELDs are 10 Apr (three times). Westernmost breeding Red-tailed 
Hawks include a few intergrades with dark western birds, but the latter are 
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rare as breeding birds east of the Rockies (Wheeler, Raptors of Western N. 
Am.). 

Red-tailed (Harlan’s) Hawk: One in Lancaster Co 16 Apr (MW photo) was rather 
late; ELDs for this form are 17-20 Apr. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant west 
and central, less-than-annual east. 

Golden Eagle: Easternmost was an imm in Hall Co 7 Apr (R& CF photo). 

Barn Owl: One heard іп Buffalo Co 11 Mar (CAn) was rather early; previous EEDs 
were 10-13 Mar. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: None were reported of this rare, occasionally common, statewide 
winter visitor. ELDs аге 26 Mar-1 Арг. 

Burrowing Owl: Easterly was one in Buffalo Co 12 May (AF), and two were at the 
disjunct RWB population at Hultine WMA, Clay Co, 15 May (SKr). 

Barred Owl: This species continues to push its western range limits, most 
noticeably this spring near and south of the Platte River Valley. Oddly, 
there are few records in the Platte River Valley itself west of Platte Co, 
although it occurs farther west in the Loup drainage. Other than one Polk 
Co record, there are a few for Hall Co, which may be birds moving north 
from the Big Blue River drainage. This spring, westerly Platte River Valley 
reports were from Whitetail WMA, Colfax Co, 22 May (BWa) and at 
Hormel Park, Dodge Co, 27 Apr (GR). Moving south, records from 
westerly tributaries of the Big Blue River included singles on the West Fork 
of the Big Blue near McCool Junction, York Co, 20 Apr (WF) and in 
southeastern York Co 6 May (WF). In Seward Co, on the main stem Big 
Blue River, one was just northeast of Seward on Plum Creek 6 Apr (ОРо). 

Long-eared Owl: Good news was of two attending a nest in Loup Co, first noted 19 
Mar (PDo), a rather early date for incubation, and seen by several (JTi 
photo; m. ob.). 

Short-eared Owl: There were 3 reports: two were in Platte Co 10 Mar (K&SJ), 
probably wintering there, and reports from likely breeding areas were of 
one at Clear Creek WMA, Garden Co, 4 May (LBr) and two at CLNWR 6 
May (LBr). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Although several calling birds were reported in Feb, none 
were reported during the Spring Period. No doubt this will change in the 
Summer Report. 

Belted Kingfisher: Non-routine reports of this species are rare; this spring, however, 
courtship was observed near an apparent nest hole along the Platte River in 
northwest Hamilton Co 23 Apr (LE). This may be on the early side, as 
earliest known egg date for Nebraska (minimal data) is 24 May. Peak 
migration occurs in mid- to late April; 7 birds, including “three pairs” were 
at BOL 27 Apr (TG). High spring counts are 5-7. 
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Lewis’s Woodpecker: The only sighting of this uncommon western migrant was of 
one at Harrison, Sioux Co, 25 May, reported on eBird. It nests in the Black 
Hills and less-than-annually in Nebraska; a current breeding location 1s just 
north of Harrison at the north end of Sowbelly Canyon. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: A bit early for the location were two in Howard Co 9 
Apr (JCm); EEDs of non-wintering birds іп east are 12-15 Apr. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Like Barred Owl, this species continues to push its 
western limits in several drainages. In the southwest, in Dundy Co, one was 
on the Republican River at Haigler 8 Apr (ЕНо), in Chase Co on 
Frenchman Creek at Enders Res 21 May (JGa) and 1-2 at Champion 11 and 
14 Мау (WKa, MW, BW1, ЈЕО), and in Perkins Co one at Grant 14 May 
(JFG). In Deuel Co, one was along the South Platte River 29 May (ZHu). 
In southeast Logan Co along the South Loup River one was found 27 May 
(WF) and another a bit farther east the same day (WF). In Hooker Co a nest 
was found along the Middle Loup River at Highway 97 on 31 May (DSa). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One in Omaha 28 Apr (JR) was rather late; ELDs are 1 
May (3 times). 

Downy Woodpecker: Best tallies were the 17 at FF 1 Apr (JR) and 12 in Cass Co 3 
Apr (KSc), second- and third-highest spring counts on record after the high 
of 25. 

Hairy Woodpecker: The 12 at FF 1 Apr (JR) was highest spring count on record; 
previous highs were 5-11. 

Northern Flicker: Best count was a group of 34 at LSWNP 24 Mar (LE); previous 
highs were 31-50. Peak migration is 19 Mar-24 Apr. The 29 at DeSoto 
NWR, Washington Co, 6 May (BP) was a good count also. Last "Red. 
shafted' Flickers in the eastern half of the state were very late singles in 
Hall Co 13 May (KKi1) and Buffalo Co 17 May (KWa), and another in 
Dodge Co 15 Apr (GR). Previous ELDs for this form were 8-13 Apr. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Most reports were from ICSP and FF, with high counts at 
each 3 and 4 respectively (m. ob.). Unexpected locations were Boyer Chute 
NWR, Washington Co, singles on 5 Mar (KKa) and 21 May (SSm) and 
Schramm SP, two each on 4 (DMa) and 11 Mar (JGJ). This species 
continues to expand its range, albeit slowly. 

American Kestrel: A dead chick was found at a known nest site on the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln campus 31 May (TEL); this date is about in the middle 
of the expected nestling period 6 May through mid-Aug, although double- 
brooding has occurred in Nebraska. 

Merlin: One of the taiga breeding race Falco columbarius columbarius was 
photographed in Lancaster Co 20 Мау 2017 (MW), a late date for this 
subspecies; previous last dates for F. c. columbarius were 2-3 May. 
Another, unidentified to subspecies, was rather late 25 May at Valentine 
NWR, Cherry Co, (DHo). ELDs for the species are 23-25 May. 

Peregrine Falcon: Reports were as expected in two categories: migrants, and 
residents in Lincoln and Omaha (m. ob.). 
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Prairie Falcon: Unlike most winters, the easternmost sighting only reached as far 
east as Seward Co, where one was found 8 May (RSt). ELDs аге 30 Apr-1 
May in the east, but there are a few later dates. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: This species is rare as far west as the Panhandle; single 
birds were seen at Winship Park, Gordon, Sheridan Co, 15 and 25 May 
(D&MW) and Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 May (RW). Also 
westerly was one just east of Clear Creek Marshes in extreme western Keith 
Co 9 May (ZPo, CGe). 

Western Wood-Pewee: One at CSP 3 May (TJW) was rather early; EEDs are 6-7 
May. There are now 5 earlier dates 20 Apr-3 May. Easternmost were two 
at Lemoyne, Keith Co, 20 May (NA photos), near the eastern edge of the 
species’ North Platte River Valley range. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Тһе 13 at ЕЕ 31 May (ЕРІ) and 11 at a location in Cass Co 
24 May (KSc) were good counts; previous highs were 11-20. This species’ 
breeding range extends westward in several riparian corridors; westerly 
reports of presumed migrants west of the breeding range were of singles on 
a weak Beaver Creek tributary in Wheeler Co 29 May (PRo), on the South 
Loup River near Arnold, Custer Co, 27 May (WF), and on a weak Turkey 
Creek tributary in Fillmore Co 24 May (JVo). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Observers are reporting this rare eastern spring migrant 
more frequently as identification criteria are recognized. There were 
reports, most with photos, of at least 6 individuals in Lancaster, Douglas, 
and Sarpy Cos 10-31 May (m. ob.). 

Acadian Flycatcher: All but one of the reports were from the three known 
summering locations for the species, ICSP, FF, and WP (m. ob.). Away 
from these locations, migrants are rarely detected, but one was at Rulo 
Bluffs Preserve, Richardson Co, 11 May (MHa, RS). 

Alder Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this fairly common eastern spring 
migrant. 

Willow Flycatcher: One at Valentine NWR 7 May (D&MW) was rather early; 
previous EEDs were 5-9 May. 

Least Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Dusky Flycatcher: As observers become more familiar with empids, records are 
accumulating that are confirming and adding to our knowledge of their 
distribution and timing in the state, especially in the west. Prior to this 
spring, this species was considered less-than-annual as a migrant, the 7 
documented records limited to Kimball and Scotts Bluff Cos 9 May-15 Jun. 
This spring, experienced observers (MW, BWi, JFG) documented 3 
encounters, with photos of two of the sightings and good details on the 
other. One was at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Co, 13 May, one at Oliver Res, 
Kimball Co, 15 May, and a surprising 4 were at CSP 17 May. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Rarely seen in migration, the two reports were near or on 
the breeding grounds at Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co. One was in the 
canyon 15 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО) and another at Harrison 30 Мау (ЈОЈ). 

Eastern Phoebe: The 12 at Pioneers Park, Lancaster Co, 2 Apr (ERa) and 9 at FF 1 
Apr (JR) were good counts; previous single-location highs were 9-12. One 
in Webster Co 5 Mar (GR) was rather early; previous EEDs in the south and 
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east were 4-6 Mar. In the north and west, EEDs were 20-24 Mar, and so 
one in Loup Co 19 Mar (PDo) was rather early there. 

Say’s Phoebe: One was easterly at Crane Trust, Hall Co, 20 Mar (SAb, MWD), 
previous EEDs were 18-20 Mar. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant 
east, locally common central, fairly common west. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western spring 
migrant. 

Western Kingbird: The 41 near Haigler, Dundy Со, 13 May (MW, BW1, ЛЕС) was 
a good count, although highs are 49-311. Rather early were 1-2 at Holmes 
L, Lancaster Co, 26-28 Apr (LE, SKr) and one in Lincoln Co 26 Apr (WBe 
photo). EEDs are 21-24 Apr. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: One along West Denton Road at SW 31st St. in Lancaster 
Co, the same location at which it was seen in 2016, was first seen 23 Apr 
(AP); a pair was at the location 8-29 May (m. ob.) but no evidence of 
nesting was forthcoming. Elsewhere, one was at Schilling WMA, Cass Co, 
11 May (LBr). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Northern Shrike: One in Lancaster Co 1 Apr (TG photo) was rather late for the 
southeast, where ELDs are 1-3 Apr. 

White-eyed Vireo: None were reported of this rare southeastern spring visitor. 

Bell’s Vireo: Surprisingly, the two best counts reported were westerly, where this 
species is uncommon in spring: 14 were at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 25 
May (DHo), and 12 at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Со, 13 May (MW, BWi, 
JFG). Previous highs were 13-34. One near Denton, Lancaster Co, 12 Apr 
(JG) was 4th-earliest on record; EEDs іп the east аге 20 Apr (3 times). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: The 6 at FF 13 May (JR, BP) was a good tally; highs are 6- 
17. Singles were westerly in Wheeler Co 29 May (PRo) and Buffalo Co 30 
May (BBr). 

Blue-headed Vireo: The first Panhandle record of this species was of one in 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 13 Мау (ЈЕВ photo, MW, BWi). There are 
only 4 other spring records west of Grand Island, those in Harlan and 
Buffalo Cos. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon western spring migrant. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant east, 
rare central. 

Warbling Vireo: Reports of the eastern subspecies Vireo gilvus gilvus from Deuel 
Co 29 May (3; ZHu) and Garden Co 14 May (KMD) were of interest; the 
western subspecies H о. brewsteri breeds in the Panhandle, but the area of 
intergradation between the two is unknown in Nebraska. It seems likely 
that birds in the west-central and eastern Panhandle are intergrades. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and 
central, uncommon west. 
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Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this common but highly erratic winter visitor 
west, uncommon in spring. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common resident and spring migrant east and 
central, fairly common west. 

Black-billed Magpie: Reports of this beleaguered species were from expected 
westerly locations except for one in the east: a single was in Seward Co 13 
Mar (VHo). Most recent reports in the east are during the cooler months, 
when a few birds may wander from the breeding range. It currently breeds 
in low numbers in the Platte River Valley from Buffalo Co to Polk Co. 
Even in the west, one observer on a statewide birding trip only found two, 
those in Smiley Canyon, Sioux Co, 28 May, and “that was that” (RW). 

American Crow: Best count reported was the 350 along the Double Check canal in 
Lincoln Co 4 Mar (TJW); spring highs are 405-2490. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Purple Martin: The 57 counted at a known Benkelman colony 19 May (WKa) was 
an excellent count; the only higher spring “count” is of “hundreds”. The 30 
at LSWNP 28 May (MW) was also a good count; previous highs (other than 
^hundreds") were 31-40. The colony at Broken Bow, westernmost in the 
Loup drainage, was flourishing 28 May (RW). 

Tree Swallow: Previous spring high counts of this species were 330-530; these 
numbers were far exceeded by counts this spring: 2000 at L Wanahoo, 
Saunders Co, 28 Apr (JGJ), 1500 at BOL 27 Apr (MW), and 515 at CBL 29 
Apr (LE). 

Violet-green Swallow: One in Scotts Bluff Co 15 Apr (KD) was rather early; EEDs 
are 14-17 Apr. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Bank Swallow: Large numbers breed in bluffs along the Missouri River in northeast 
Nebraska; a good count of 115 was reported in Dixon Co 21 May (ҮНІ). 
Spring highs are 195-1200. 

Cliff Swallow: The 5000 at LO 12 May (MW, BWi, JFG) ties the previous high, 
also at LO. Previous highs were 3000-5000, and so this spring's counts of 
3500 at CBL 20 May (ERa) and 3000 at a colony at highway 183 on the 
Niobrara River, Keya Paha Co, (KCo) were significant. Ten in Hall Co 8 
Apr (BP) were rather early; EEDs are 4-6 Apr. 

Barn Swallow: The 250 at BOL 27 Apr (MW) was a good count, spring highs are 
302-708. 

Black-capped Chickadee: The 44 at FF 1 Apr (JR) was a record non-CBC tally, 
probably indicative of some spring movement. Such movement occurs on 
occasion in this normally resident species, most noticeably in the Missouri 
River Valley. 

Mountain Chickadee: One with a group of Black-capped Chickadees at CSP 25 
May (JSS) was first heard calling and finally located among the group and 
adequately described. Puzzling, however, are the very late date (ELDs are 
2-4 Мау), and the absence of reports in the preceding winter. 
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Tufted Titmouse: Reports in Washington Co are at the north edge of the range; of 
the 4 reports this spring, farthest north were two near DeSoto 19 May (BWa 
recording) and one singing in Blair 18-27 Mar (LFe). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: ELDs away from known breeding areas are 30-31 May, 
and so one in Lancaster Co 31 May (RSt) was pushing the limit. Two were 
in a ponderosa pine grove in Mullen, Hooker Co, 29 May where they were 
seen in 2016 (JGJ). This is only 40 miles from a regular breeding location, 
ММЕ Bessey, Thomas Со. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports from Scotts Bluff Co continue to increase since 
it was first noted there in 1994; it appears likely the species is established 
there. This spring, one was at the Scotts Bluff NM 31 May (JGJ), and 3 
were south of Gering near the Wildcat Hills 11 May (KD). Generally, this 
is a sedentary species, and little is known about movements outside the 
breeding season, although it appears on rare occasions in winter (mid-Sep 
through mid-May) away from the known breeding range. Such reports may 
be of Nebraska breeders or birds moving into the state; this spring reports 
were of one on the North Loup River near Brewster, Blaine Co, 1 Mar 
(WF), two at a feeder at Greeley, Greeley Co, about 30 miles northeast of 
the North Loup River (WF), and one at Venango, Perkins Co, 29 Mar (WF). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: The consolidation of Bessey NNF, Thomas Co, as a new 
breeding site continued with ads carrying food to a “nest somewhere in a 
ponderosa” 29 May (DHo). Nesting was first noted at NNF Bessey іп 2014. 

Brown Creeper: ELDs are 27 Apr-2 May, and so singles at FF 7 May (ERa) and 15 
May (ABo) were likely members of the tiny breeding population there. 

Rock Wren: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and west- 
central, rare east-central, less-than-annual east. 

House Wren: Huge numbers of this species were reported 6-7 May: 300 were 
carefully estimated at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, 6 May (BP) and 100 
were at FF 7 May (BSt). These tallies, along with the 50 at WP on 14 May 
(TEL) are 3 of the 4 highest single-person, single-location counts on record. 

Winter Wren: One in Colfax Co 19 Mar (GR) was at the north edge of the winter 
range, which runs north to Washington and Colfax Cos and west to Gage 
Co. 

Sedge Wren: Arrival dates were on the early side; EEDs are 18-20 Apr, and so 
noteworthy were singles at SCP 21 Apr (TG) and FF 22 Apr (JR). 
Westernmost was one in Wheeler Co 24 May (JJ), near the west edge of the 
range in Nebraska. 

Marsh Wren: One at Orleans SL, Harlan Co, 19 Mar (LR, RH) and 1-4 at LSWNP 
19 Mar-13 Apr (MW, M&CVDB) may have wintered at those locations; 
EEDs for migrants are 10-11 Apr. Regular wintering (every year) is only 
known in the North Platte River Valley. 

Carolina Wren: The 10 at FF 1 Apr (JR) was a good count; there may be some 
northward movement in spring and fall. Most springs there are few outliers 
north and west of the expected resident range; this spring there were around 
10 of these, in Cuming, Colfax. Nance, Buffalo, Adams, Nuckolls and 
Webster (m. ob.). 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: The 18 at WP 11 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО) was а good count; 
spring highs are 22-45. The breeding range is split between eastern and 
western subspecies, the latter having established in the Panhandle in the 
past 20 years or so. Migrants are still rare in central Nebraska, although the 
eastern population has extended its summer range west to Cherry Co 
recently. The two reports this spring in the central away from Cherry Co 
are of singles in Blaine Co 27 Apr (JGJ) and in Buffalo Co 2 May (AF). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 27 May (BP) was tardy; 
western ELDs are 29 May-4 Jun. 

Eastern Bluebird: EEDs in the west, where wintering is rare, are 23-25 Mar, and so 
one at SCP 19 Mar (CGe photo, recording) was noteworthy. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and 
west-central, rare east-central, less-than-annual east. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west, 
uncommon central, less-than-annual east. 

Veery: There were two reports of this rare eastern spring migrant: two were in the 
Brownsville Cem, Nemaha Co, 20 May (PRo), and one was at ICSP the 
same day (JGJ). None were reported from the west, where it is also a rare 
spring migrant. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at PRSP 27 Apr (SSc) was rather early; spring EEDs 
are 25-26 Apr. 

Swainson's Thrush: Best tallies reported were the 34 at ICSP 11 May (SSc, WRS) 
and 28 on the Steamboat Trace, Otoe Co, 13 May (JGJ). Spring single- 
location highs are 75-150. 

Hermit Thrush: EEDs for migrants in the east are 19-22 Mar, and so two at 
Schramm SP, Cass Co, 4 Mar (KHa photo) were likely wintering, which 
occurs rarely in the southeast. Migrants are rare in the west; singles were 
near Gordon, Sheridan Со, 14 May (D&MW) and 4 were at nearby 
Walgren L, Sheridan Со, 28 May (741,5) Western migrants are 
presumably of one of the somewhat later-migrating western subspecies. 

Wood Thrush: The 10 at FF 31 May (ЕРІ) was a good count; EEDs are 20-23 Apr. 

American Robin: Two counts of 500 were reported: at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 11 
Mar (JGJ) and in southeast Lincoln Co cedar canyons 18 Mar (JR). Spring 
highs are 796-1200. 

Gray Catbird: The 30 at FF 13 May (BP) was a record single-observer spring high. 
One at LM 6 May (TG) and another in Buffalo Co 8 May (AF) were rather 
early; EEDs in the central and west were 5-9 May. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: One at CLNWR 14 May was well-documented (KMD 
photo, recording); this is the 10th documented record for the state, 6th since 
2000. 

Brown Thrasher: Good counts were the 23 at BOL 2 May (LE), 22 at Crane Trust, 
Hall Co, 13 May (ККІ), and 21 at Pawnee L, Lancaster Co, 18 Apr (TG). 
These counts indicate peak migration occurs late Apr-early May; high 
single-observer count is 60. One in Scotts Bluff Co 23 Apr (KD) was rather 
early; EEDs in the Panhandle are 19-23 Apr. 
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Northern Mockingbird: One іп Cass Co 3 Mar (GWe) was rather early; EEDs 
where not reported during winter are 2-4 Mar. Fewest numbers are in the 
north; singles were in Hooker Co 29 Apr (WF) and 29 May (JGJ) and at 
Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 25 May (DHo). One was in Dawes Co 31 May 
(RW) and 1-3 were at Gordon, Sheridan Со, 8 and 27 May (D&MW). 

European Starling: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

American Pipit: Previous EEDs were 9-10 Mar, and so early were one in Jefferson 
Co 8 Mar (CNK) and 9 at NLB 9 Mar (DWe). 

Sprague's Pipit: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant central and 
east, less-than-annual west. 

Pine Grosbeak: There was evidence of a small incursion of this species into the 
state this winter. A group of 8 at a Loup Co feeder 25 Mar was well- 
described (DMg). 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Purple Finch: As in 2016 there were a few mid-May reports, surprising in that the 
ELDs are 17-19 May. Last was one at Ponca SP 21 Мау (ҮНІ), record late, 
but only by a few days. Elsewhere, 4 were in Buffalo Co 17 May (KWa) 
and one was in Dodge Co 15 May (GR). 

Cassin's Finch: A surprise was a singing bird at CSP 25 May, the same day as a 
Mountain Chickadee was reported there (JSS); occurrences of Cassin's 
Finch in spring and summer are highly erratic and rare. 

Common Redpoll: None were reported of this uncommon winter visitor west, north 
and east, rare south. ELDs are 4-5 Apr. 

Red Crossbill: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west, rare 
elsewhere. 

Pine Siskin: After a winter of low numbers, few appeared in spring; only 13 were 
reported in all (m. ob.). 

Lesser Goldfinch: This species arrives in late May, and the three reports this spring 
fit the pattern: two, including a green-backed male, were at WHNC 28 May 
(BP photo), a *blackish-backed" male was there 30 May (RW), and another 
green-backed male was at a Scottsbluff feeder 26 May (CCt photo). 

American Goldfinch: The 100-150 at RS 11-12 Mar (CAn, m. ob.) was a good 
tally; spring highs are 200-300. 

Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide migrant. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring 
migrant west, uncommon central, rare east. 

Smith's Longspur: EEDs for this uncommon spring migrant are 29-31 Маг, 
although there are earlier dates: 13 and 21 Mar (twice). The two reports this 
spring raise the possibility that a few might winter at SCP: one was there 4 
Mar (MW) and 3 on 9 Mar (TG). There are 5 records for Feb, including 1-9 
birds at SCP 21 Feb-6 Mar 2016 (MW, m. ob.). The nearest known regular 
wintering location is in east-central Kansas, and so all of these records may 
be of spring migrants. 
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McCown’s Longspur: Two at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 16 Mar (DTu) were rather 
early; EEDs are 21-25 Mar, although there are 4 earlier reports 12-18 Mar. 

Snow Bunting: None were reported of this uncommon statewide spring migrant; 
ELDs are 16-17 Mar. 

Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported of this rare spring migrant west, which 
occurs 30 Apr-4 Jun. 

Spotted Towhee: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Eastern Towhee: Counts of 16 at Pawnee L, Lancaster Co, 18 May (TG) and 15 at 
ICSP on 11 May (SSc, WRS) were 3rd- and 4th-highest on record for 
spring; previous highs were 12-24. This species is less-than-annual in 
winter in the extreme southeast; 1-2 at FF 5-26 Mar (BP, m. ob.) may have 
wintered. EEDs are 22-24 Mar. This species is a rare spring migrant away 
from the southeast. One in Scotts Bluff Co was singing “what sounded like 
an Eastern song” (KD); there have been a few reports from Scotts Bluff Co 
recently of phenotypic Eastern Towhees that are probably “Eastern end” 
intergrades with Spotted Towhee. Similar reports this spring without details 
were from Chase (MW, BWi, ЈЕО), Lincoln (BWa), and Keith (JKv) Cos. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: The only report of this rare and erratic spring migrant was of one 
rather early at Enders Res, Chase Co, 20 May (JGa recording); EEDs were 
21-22 May. 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Chipping Sparrow: One in Lancaster Co 17 Mar (M&CVDB) was rather early; 
EEDs are 15 Mar (3 times). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: There were only three reports of this uncommon western spring 
migrant, all in Sioux Co: one on 13 May (МЕ), 3 on 30 May (ЈОЈ), and 
another 30 May on Henry Road (RW). 

Field Sparrow: The 69 at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, 6 May (BP) was an 
excellent count; spring highs are 72-133. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant. 

Lark Sparrow: Тһе 130 in East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 17 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО) 
and the 118 at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 7 May (D&MW) were good 
counts; previous highs were 120-155. 

Lark Bunting: Easterly migrants were 3 in Buffalo Co 8 May (AF), 2-4 at Pine 
Glen WMA, Brown Co, 16 May (JGJ, KCo), and one at Keller Park SRA, 
Brown Co, also on 16 May (KCo). 

Savannah Sparrow: One at LSWNP 9 Mar (EJa) was rather early; EEDs are 9-10 
Mar. The 71 іп Butler Co 6 May (LE) was a good tally; spring highs were 
65-250. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: One at SCP 18 Apr (JJJ photo) was rather early; EEDs were 
20-22 Apr. Reports were from expected locations at SCP and Burchard 


Vol. 85 Хо. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 77 


SRA, Pawnee Со, (m. ob.), except for two heard singing about two miles 
northwest of Twin Oaks WMA, Johnson Co (РКо). 

LeConte’s Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
east, rare central. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: None were reported of this rare eastern migrant; EEDs are 24 
Apr-4 May. 

Fox Sparrow: The amazing 62 at FF 1 Apr (JR) was by far a record spring high; 
previous highs were 22-25. The 22 there 5 Mar (BP) was a good count for 
the rather early date; EEDs are 2-3 Mar, although some overwinter in the 
southeast. 

Song Sparrow: The 76 at FF 1 Apr (JR) was 3rd-highest spring count on record; 
previous highs were 65-250. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: The 25 at FF 2 May (BP) was a good count; spring highs are 
35-44. Overwintering is rare, even in the southeast, with only about 6 
records in all 10 Jan-10 Feb. Later Feb and early Mar reports may be of 
undetected wintering birds, especially in the southeast, or evidence for an 
early push northward in some years. This spring, there were two reports on 
4 Mar: singles were in Merrick Co (GR) and Lancaster Co (MW). Early 
and westerly was one in Dundy Co 11 Mar (WKa). Including these two 
records, there are still only 13 records for the state 3 Feb-8 Mar. EEDs are 
16-19 Mar. 

Swamp Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and 
central, uncommon west. It also winters rarely in the southeast and eastern 
Platte River Valley to Colfax and Butler Cos. 

White-throated Sparrow: One in Dawson Co 10 Apr (NMa) was rather early at that 
westerly location. EEDs away from wintering areas are 16-18 Apr. 

Harris's Sparrow: Rare westerly, one was in Keith Co 26 Apr (JGJ). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant 
west and west-central, fairly common elsewhere. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow: The wintering bird in Knox Co, Nebraska's 5th, along 
with its western-oriented posse (a Pink-sided Junco and at least one White- 
crowned Sparrow were along for the ride) must have enjoyed the seed 
regularly put out at the wintering stump by Mark Brogie. It lingered until 
11 May and was seen by over 80 birders during its 131-day stay (MB). 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: The 168 at BOL 14 Mar (LE) was a record 
spring count; previous spring highs were 120-150. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: There were 7 reports from across the state, through the 
rather late date 1 Apr in Douglas Co (DMa photo); based on as yet limited 
data, ELDs are 31 Mar-6 Apr. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Reports were routine of this abundant spring migrant 
west, common central, uncommon east. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This form is poorly-documented in the eastern half 
of Nebraska. Apart from the bird that accompanied the Golden-crowned 
Sparrow in Knox Co, photographed by Michael Willison, easternmost 
documented records were in Hall Co 5 Apr (JCm) and at RS 14 Mar 
(K&HO). The Knox Co bird was last seen 20 Mar (SMa, JMa). 
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Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: The two reports were both from an expected 
location, Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co; two were there 16 May (MW, BWi, 
JFG, photo) and one on 30 May (BP). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
spring migrant west, west-central, and in Niobrara and Missouri River 
Valleys east to Knox Co. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Bobolink: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Eastern Meadowlark: The 30 in Douglas Co 8 Apr (LRo) was a good count; highs 
are 30-40. 

Western Meadowlark: Best count was 300 along Elm Island Rd, Buffalo Co, 13 
Mar (RW); high spring count is 551. 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Bullock's Oriole: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant west 
and extreme west-central. 

Baltimore Oriole: EEDs are 22-25 Apr, and so noteworthy were singles in Buffalo 
Co 22 Apr (JNi photo) and in Cass Co 24 Apr (KSc). Also rather early in 
the east were singles in Sarpy (MSh) and Douglas (BP) Cos 27 Apr, and, 
westerly, 9 May in Keith Co (ZPo, CGe); EEDs in the west are 7-9 May. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: One in Scotts Bluff Co 8 Apr (KD) was rather early; 
EEDs in the Panhandle are 8-9 Apr. 

Rusty Blackbird: Two in Merrick Co 4 Mar (GR) were at the west edge of the 
expected winter range and thus rather early; EEDs north and west of the 
winter range are 21-23 Mar. 

Brewer's Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and 
central, uncommon east. 

Common Grackle: Second-highest spring count (estimate?) on record was the 
10,000 near Raymond 27 Mar (MBe); high was an actual count of 11,222, 
also in Lancaster Co. 

Great-tailed Grackle: The 160 near 84th and Fletcher in Lincoln 6 Mar 
(M&CVDB) was a good count; spring highs are 200-525. 

Ovenbird: One in Hooker Co 29 May (JGJ) was a rather late migrant; previous 
ELDs away from known breeding areas were 26 May-2 Jun. At nearby 
NNF Bessey, Thomas Со, 8 were counted 29 May 2017 (DHo); this, along 
with good numbers there in the nesting season beginning in 2014 is 
suggestive of nesting, but so far this has not been confirmed. 

Worm-eating Warbler: This less-than-annual spring visitor was photographed at 
Heron Haven, Douglas Co, 10 May (KKa). There have been few records in 
recent years, none on eBird. 
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This amazing photograph of а Worm-eating Warbler was taken by Karen Kader at Heron 
Haven, Omaha, 10 May 2017. Recent years have seen less-than-annual reports in Nebraska of 
this species. 


Louisiana Waterthrush: Arrival was rather early: singles were at FF 1 Apr (JR), 
Pioneers Park, Lincoln, 2 Apr (ERa), апа PRSP 2 Apr (2; SSc). EEDs аге 
29-30 Mar. Reports (m. ob.) were from known major sites at ICSP, PRSP, 
FF, Neale Woods, Canyon Rd in NE Douglas Co, and WP. Reports also 
came from Steamboat Trace in Nemaha Co, where the species has now been 
seen three years running (JGJ), as well as newly-detected sites with suitable 
habitat at the I-80 rest area just west of Exit 426, Cass Co, 16 and 27 Apr 
(TCz, SSc recording), and possibly Mahoney SP, Sarpy Co, 26 Apr (SSc). 
One was at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 15 Apr (MW, ERa) near where 
one was found in 2015 (MW). 

Northern Waterthrush: One at Towl Park, Omaha, 19 Apr (BP) was early; EEDs 
were 20-22 Apr. 

Golden-winged Warbler: There were about 8 of this rare spring migrant reported 
(m. ob.); westerly was one at RS 17 May (K Wa photo). 

Blue-winged Warbler: None of this rare eastern spring visitor were reported . 

Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 
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Prothonotary Warbler: All but two of the 20 reports of this rare spring migrant 
were from FF, where it uses nest boxes (m. ob.). The exceptions were one 
at PSP 8 May (751) and two at ICSP, Richardson Co, 13 May (SQ). 

Tennessee Warbler: Rare but annual in the Panhandle, there were two reports this 
spring: one was at CSP 17 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО), and two were at Hay 
Springs, Sheridan Co, 27 May (NVa). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Nashville Warbler: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central. 

Connecticut Warbler: None were reported of this rare eastern spring migrant. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: The only report of this uncommon western spring migrant 
was of one singing at CSP 30 May (JGJ). 

Mourning Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
east, uncommon central. 

Kentucky Warbler: One at Том! Park, Omaha, was rather early 1 May (BP, JR); 
EEDs are 28-29 Apr. 

Common Yellowthroat: One in Thayer Co 17 Apr (JGJ) was rather early; previous 
EEDs were 15-18 Apr. 

Hooded Warbler: The only report was of one without documentary details at PSP 8 
May. This species is rare but annual in the east. 

American Redstart: Best count this spring was an excellent 60, second-highest on 
record after 100, at FF 21 May (MW, BWi, ЈЕО); 40 were there 13 May 
(MCI). 

Cape May Warbler: The only report of this less-than-annual statewide spring 
migrant was of one photographed and recorded at Mercer Woods, Omaha, 
17 May (JR). 

Cerulean Warbler: One at ICSP 11 May did not meet documentary standards for 
validation. It was singing a stepwise buzzy song, but without introductory 
chip notes; the observer was unable to get a recording. No others were 
reported. 

Northern Parula: Less-than-annual in the Panhandle, and rare west-central, a 
surprise was one westerly at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Co, 13 May (MW, 
ВУ, ЈЕО). 

Magnolia Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: The only report of this rare eastern spring migrant was in 
Omaha 13-15 May (LBI). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Only 7 were reported (m. ob.) of this uncommon eastern 
spring migrant. 

Yellow Warbler: Coverage of 6000 acres of Crane Trust land in Hall Co 13 May 
yielded 62 Yellow Warblers (ККІ). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring 
migrant east, uncommon central. 

Blackpoll Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 
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Palm Warbler: EEDs аге 14-16 Apr, and so rather early were one at Conestoga L, 
Lancaster Co, 20 Apr (LE) and two at Walnut Creek L, Sarpy Co, the same 
day (BP photo). 

Pine Warbler: Surprisingly, there were three reports of this less-than-annual spring 
migrant. Singles were in a Lincoln yard 25-26 Mar (M&CVDB photo, 
MW, ERa), in an Arbor Lodge SHP, Nebraska City, pine grove 18 Apr 
(Јат), and in Sarpy Co 11 May (MCe photo). 


A. 
This Pine Warbler was photographed by Matthew and Cynthia Van Den Broeke іп Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co, 25 Mar 2017. This cold-tolerant wood-warbler is of less-than-annual occurrence 
in Nebraska. 


Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: This form occurs in spring quite far east; 
this spring, easternmost were one at Dead Timber SRA, Dodge Co, 3 May 
(JGJ) and in Buffalo Co 24 Apr (JWr) and 4 May (AF). 
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Yellow-throated Warbler: As usual, the reports were from known sites, FF and 
Neale Woods’ Krimlovski Tract in southeast Washington Co (m. ob.). 
Strangely, there are virtually no records from ICSP. This spring, one was 
rather early at FF 9 Apr (JR); EEDs are 5-8 Apr. One just west of Fort 
Calhoun, Washington Co, 7 May was identified by an observer from 
Indiana familiar with the song (МРо). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: There were only 4 reports of this uncommon 
easterly spring migrant: singles were in a Papillion yard 5 May (PS), an 
Omaha yard 9 May (SMa), a Bellevue yard 11 May (L&BP), and at Hormel 
Park, Fremont, Dodge Co, 15 May (GR). 

Canada Warbler: Although a rare eastern spring migrant, usually there are a few 
records; this spring, however, there was only one, in Rock Co, 31 May 
(PRo). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One in Red Willow Co 15 May (m. ob.) was early; EEDs are 20- 
21 Apr, although there are three undocumented reports 14-17 Apr. 

Summer Tanager: Migrants occur somewhat north and west of the summer range; 
an apparent yearling male was in Fremont, Dodge Co, 19-21 May (CCr 
photo). Lancaster Co is at the west edge of the summer range, but reports 
from there are increasing; singles were at WP 20 May (TEL) and BOL 29 
May (EJa). 

Scarlet Tanager: The 7 at PRSP 12 May (JGJ) was a good count; previous spring 
highs were 7-9. 

Western Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant west and 
west-central. 

Northern Cardinal: Good counts were the 30 at FF 13 Apr (BP) and 26 at PL 18 
Apr (TG). Spring highs are 40-42. Slow expansion of the range westward 
continues; there were several reports from locations at the west edge of the 
range in various drainages. Two reports were not closely associated with 
drainages: three were in Arthur, Arthur Co, 30 Mar (WF) and one was at 
Laing Park, Alliance, Box Butte Co, 27 May (NVa). Otherwise, in the 
North Loup River drainage, one was along Goose Creek, at Elsmere, 
southeast Cherry Co, 28 Apr (WF), two were at Valentine NWR 25 May 
(DHo), and singles were on the Dismal River in Hooker Co at Shimmins L 
26 Mar (JGJ) and at the Highway 97 crossing the same day (JGJ). 
Cardinals have reached the west end of Nebraska, with three at Stateline 
Island, North Platte NWR, 30 Apr (KD). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east, 
fairly common central, rare west. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Less-than-annual in the east, but just barely, this species 
has occurred there in 9 of the years 2007-2017. This year, an alternate- 
plumaged male was at PL 20 May (MW photo, BWi). 

Blue Grosbeak: The 6 at Merritt Res, Cherry Co, 29 May (J&LS) was a good count; 
highs are 7-11. 

Lazuli Bunting: As with Black-headed Grosbeak, this species has occurred eastward 
with increasing regularity in recent years. It is now of annual occurrence in 
the east in spring, with three reports this year: singles were at Greenwood, 
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Cass Co, 20 May (J&LS) and at PL 21 May (ERa). The third, a male in 
Nuckolls Co 30 Apr (TTu), was rather early; EEDs are 25-27 Apr. 

Indigo Bunting: The 35 at FF 21 May (MW, BW1, ЈЕО) was а good count; previous 
highs were 27-45. One in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 29 May (BP) was 
the only Panhandle report; this species is rare in spring in the Panhandle. 
The hybrid zone with Lazuli Bunting is just east of the east edge of the 
Panhandle. 

Dickcissel: No details were provided for a very early bird in Douglas Co 8 Apr 
(VKo). EEDs in the southeast are 15-18 Apr, although this species has been 
known to occur on a few occasions in winter months. 


Greater Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis tabida) Copulation 
Detected Along the Big Bend of the Platte River, 
South-Central Nebraska 


Andrew J. Caven 
acaven@cranetrust.org 

Crane Trust, 

6611 W Whooping Crane Drive, 
Wood River, NE 68883 


Emma M. Brinley Buckley 

brinleybuckleyem@unk.edu 

Platte Basin Timelapse Project/University of Nebraska-Kearney 
2504 9th Ave, Kearney, NE 68849 


On 9 March 2017 at 0805 hrs, two A. canadensis tabida were observed 
copulating on a sandy island within the south channel of the Platte River, Hall 
County, Nebraska (40.790982°N, -98.404635°W, WGS84; 581 m elev.). Two 
biologists witnessed the copulation at a distance of about 175 m looking to the south 
from within an overnight viewing blind on the north bank of the south channel of the 
Platte River, utilizing an 80 mm spotting scope (20x60x magnification). 

The sequence of events previous to the copulation followed very closely the 
observations reported by Tacha (1988). The copulation was proceeded by the male 
holding the “bill up” display pointing its neck and bill in a straight line at 
approximately 45? to the body (Tacha 1988). The male initiated this behavior and 
held it longer, but the female also completed a “bill up" display previous to 
copulation. The male then paced around the female, she flattened her back and 
opened her wings partially, providing a spot for the male to land on top of her and 
place his feet atop her scapulars. Following this, the pair made a series of cloacal 
contacts with mounting lasting approximately 8 to 10 seconds. As Tacha (1988) 
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notes, the “bill up” display, which generally precedes and often also follows 
copulation, 15 performed by mated pairs from late April to May near the end of 
spring migration as well as on nesting territories. 

Our observation of A. canadensis tabida copulation during spring migration 
staging in Nebraska seems to be both temporally early and farther south than most 
copulation records, given the species current breeding range (Tacha 1988; Tacha et 
al. 1992). However, 4. canadensis was recorded regularly nesting in parts of 
Nebraska as late as 1904 (Sharpe et al. 2001). In the last 20 years, beginning in the 
mid-1990s, a few cases of nesting A. canadensis have again been recorded in 
Nebraska and adjacent states (Sharpe et al. 2001). Walkinshaw (1949) documented 
A. canadensis laying eggs as early as 7 April in both Oregon and Michigan. 

The copulation we observed on 9 March was recorded on the stretch of river 
bordered to the north by Mormon Island, which is one of the largest tracts (1100 ha) 
of lowland tallgrass prairie and wet meadow habitat left along the Big Bend Reach of 
the Platte River in central Nebraska (Nagel and Kolstad 1987). This stretch of river 
often holds one of the largest A. canadensis roosts in the central Platte River, 
especially in early to mid-March when 60,000 or more birds have been recorded 
within a 3 mile stretch of river south of Mormon Island (Crane Trust, unpublished 
aerial survey data). 

Research indicates that pair formation is linked to intact wet meadow 
habitats within 800 m of river roosting habitat (Tacha 1988; Tacha et al. 1992). It 
may be that the birds we observed copulating are relatively southern breeders; A. c. 
tabida is known to breed farther south than A. c. canadensis (Jones et al. 2005). This 
pair could be one of the few breeding pairs reclaiming historic more southerly 
breeding areas. Additionally, copulations within the staging area of the Platte River 
in central Nebraska, although clearly rare, may be more likely adjacent to wet 
meadow habitats, already demonstrated to be important in the formation of pair 
bonds (Tacha 1988). 
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NOU Spring Field Days and Annual Meeting 
Auburn, May 19-21, 2017 


By Janis Paseka 


The annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union was held at the 
Senior Center in Auburn on May 19-21, 2017, and was organized by Robin Harding 
and Don and Janis Paseka. About 70 birders attended on a weekend that began wet 
but finished with more birder-friendly conditions. 


Our Friday evening program was a presentation by Kevin Holliday, 
Superintendent of Indian Cave State Park. He mentioned the park’s features 
including the cave and petroglyphs, St. Deroin cemetery, 22 miles of trails, Missouri 
River overlook and reconstructed town. He also highlighted the many events held in 
the park during the year, including living history demonstrations and the new 
Christmas Bird Count. He spoke about the rebuilding efforts after the 2011 Missouri 
River flooding, woodland management including prescribed burns, and attempts to 
eradicate invasive species such as garlic mustard. 


Field trips on Saturday were led by Shari Schwartz, Joel Jorgensen, Clem 
Klaphake, Ross Silcock and Justin Rink. Destinations included Indian Cave State 
Park, Peru Steamboat Trace Trail, Peru Bottoms WMA, Sheridan Cemetery in 
Auburn, Coryell Park, Wirth Brothers Lake, Twin Oaks WMA and Burchard Lake 
WMA. On Sunday morning, birders returned to favorite sites. 


On Saturday evening, Joe Gubanyi, retired Professor of Biology at 
Concordia University in Seward, introduced us to the American Kestrel Partnership, 
a network of citizen and professional scientists working to study kestrel 
demographics and encourage conservation. The population of American Kestrels is 
dropping. Breeding Bird Survey data indicate a 47% decline in population across 
North America in the period of 1966 to 2006. Reasons for the decline іп population 
may include climate change, toxins, predation by other birds of prey and competition 
for nest cavities. Kestrels do not excavate their own cavities, depending instead on 
pre-existing cavities such as old woodpecker holes or man-made nest boxes. Joe’s 
own involvement started with a Wachiska Audubon workshop in which he learned 
more about kestrel conservation and how to construct nest boxes. He went on to get 
his Concordia University students to make nest boxes, and he and his students put 
out 46 boxes. Joe brought 10 boxes to the meeting and encouraged NOU members 
to put the boxes up and participate in the American Kestrel Partnership monitoring 
project. All the boxes were claimed by the end of the evening. 


At the brief business meeting, the minutes of the last meeting were 
approved and the location of the next meeting was announced: fall 2016 in Ogallala. 
The election of officers for the coming year was held: Joel Jorgensen, President: 
Robin Harding, Vice President; Ruth Stearns, Secretary; Jan Johnson, Treasurer; Bill 
Flack, Director; Anita Breckbill, Librarian; and Janis Paseka, Editor. 
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Total species count for the weekend meeting was 161. A nest hole being 
used by Pileated Woodpeckers in Indian Cave State Park was a popular attraction. 
Other highlights of the meeting were both Yellow-billed and Black-billed Cuckoos, 
species that are becoming increasingly difficult to find. Whip-poor-wills and Chuck- 
will’s-widow were heard during an evening field trip to Indian Cave led by Shari 
Schwarz. Six vireo species and 18 warbler species were recorded, and Summer 
Tanagers were seen or heard in 5 counties. 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2017 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


Changes in breeding ranges and numbers of Nebraska breeding birds are the 
primary focus of aSummer Seasonal Report. Every year there are changes to be noted; 
this year is no exception. 


Although most of the phenomena listed below are examples of dispersing 
individuals without breeding evidence, these often indicate breeding range expansion. 
White-winged Doves are becoming numerous in southern and western Nebraska, 
although breeding in far eastern Nebraska was only the 5th report for the state. Chuck- 
will’s-widow continues to creep westward in the south; the westernmost report to date 
was of one that crossed the 100-mile gap from Thayer Co to Harlan Co. Osprey 
continues to find success at as many as five existing locations in the west, but exciting 
was a successful new eastern site in Washington Co. New locations for nest-box 
breeding success for Northern Saw-whet Owl continue. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
added new counties to its range in the state: Red Willow and Jefferson. Sightings 
suggested that White-breasted Nuthatch continues to creep westward in riparian 
corridors. Continuing to move northward, Northern Mockingbird was reported at two 
northern locations. Carolina Wren, Tufted Titmouse, and Summer Tanager took 
significant jumps to the extreme northeast and to northeastern Cherry Co. Reports of 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts Bluff Co continue 
to increase, but breeding has not yet been documented there. Suggestive of adequate 
moisture conditions, Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark both were found near Agate, 
normally an arid part of the state. Dickcissels, now taking pride in being last in the 
checklist order, were in high numbers statewide, notably in the far west. 


Rarities were led by a cooperative Brown Booby at Harlan County Reservoir 
for about a month; it was Nebraska’s second, and first available to birders. The fourth 
state record of a Black-chinned Hummingbird, and certainly not the last of this 
expanding-range species, was at Blair, Washington Co, for a few weeks, but not 
known to birders; the four records are scattered across the state. Other “quality” finds 
were the 22nd record of Neotropic Cormorant and 28th of Laughing Gull. Possibly as 
rare in terms of probabilities was a very late Tennessee Warbler, documented by 
recording and description. 


A word on Nebraska’s famous species pairs and their hybrid zones. There 
were several reports of the eastern or western species deep in the range of the other 
members of the species pair. While not unlikely, none of the reports mentioned the 
possibility of hybrids. I encourage observers to take care to examine plumages with 
care; hybrids are quite numerous within the hybrid zones. An example of the 
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usefulness of describing plumages in understanding distributions is included in the 
Indigo Bunting account. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


ad: adult 

BBS: Breeding Bird Survey 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 

Cem: Cemetery 

CG: Campground 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

Co(s): County (ies) 

CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co 

EED: Expected Early Date 

ELD: Expected Late Date 

fem: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

HCR: Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan Co 

ІСӘР: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
imm: immature 

juv: juvenile 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln 
m. ob.: many observers; NC: Nature Center 

NM: National Monument 

NNF Bessey: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co 
NNF McKelvie: Nebraska National Forest, Cherry Co 
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 

SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 


AB: Aaron Brees, Polk Co, IA 
AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 
AHa: Alex Harman, eBird 
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AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

Akr Augie Kramer, eBird 

AP: Andrew Pierson, Grand Island 
АКу: Al Reyer, Bellevue 


ВЕН: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
ВКо: Bill Kowalski, eBird 
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 


CBa: Carla Barbaro, eBird 

CCf: Colin Croft, eBird 

CDy: Curtis Dykstra, eBird 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Omaha 
CO: Chris Olson, Papillion 

CPr: Cathy Prettyman, eBird 
CRu: Christopher Rustay, eBird 
CWo: Cal Wolf, eBird 


D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 
D&MW: Donald & Marion Weidemann, eBird 
DE: David Ely, eBird 

DGI: Don Glasco, eBird 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DHo: Daniel Horton, eBird 
ркі: Doug Kibbe, eBird 

DSa: Dave Sandahl, eBird 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn 

DYo: Douglas Yochum, eBird 
DZa: Dave Zavadil, eBird 


EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln 

EKi: Ethan Kistler, eBird 
ERa: ЕЈ. Raynor, Lincoln 


G&MA: Greg & Mary Beth Albrechtsen 
GBe: Grant Beauprez, eBird 

GHa: Greg Hartel, eBird 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

GW: Gordon Warrick, Valentine 

GWa: Glenn Walbek, eBird 

GWr: Greg Wright, eBird 


J&LS: Jim & Linda Swenson, eBird 
JAg: Justin Agan, eBird 

JB: Jean Beck, eBird 

JCa: John Carlini, Lincoln 
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JFr: Jake Friebohle, eBird 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JHa: Jennifer Hammett, eBird 
JHo: Jane Hollst, Mead 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JNi: Jonathan Nikkila, Kearney 
JOI: Jean Olson, eBird 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JS: John Sullivan, eBird 

JVa: John Vanderpoel, eBird 
JWo: Jo Wolf, eBird 


KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KDy: Keith Dyche, Shenandoah, IA 
KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 
KSo: Katie Sorenson, eBird 


L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LBa: Laura Baake, eBird 

LBe: Larry Bernhardt, eBird 

LCI: Laurie Clemens, eBird 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LFe: Linda Ferring, eBird 

LIr: Laurie Ireland, eBird 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 


M&CV: Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln 
M&SP: Michael & Sharon Pratt, eBird 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MBs: Matt Beisel, Seward 

MCI: Mary Clausen, La Vista 

MDo: Mike Doyen, eBird 

МЕН: Michele Fuhrer-Hurt, eBird 
Мао: Mackenzie Goldthwait, eBird 
MHn: Matt Hansen, eBird 

MLo: Micky Louis, eBird 

MMy: Michael McCloy, eBird 

MPe: Mark Peterson, eBird 

MSa: Matthew Sabatine, eBird 

MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
MWI: Max Williams, eBird 


NLu: Nick Lund, eBird 


PBI: Peggy Blair, eBird 
PHo: Paula Hoppe, Colon 
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POI: Peter Olsoy, eBird 

PRa: Paul Randall, eBird 

PRo: Раш Roisen, Sioux City, ТА 
PSa: Phyllis Salyards, eBird 
PZa: Penny Zahurones, eBird 


RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RKu: Randy Kursinsky, eBird 
RLa: Rebecca Laroche, eBird 
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
RSt: Ruthie Stearns, Lincoln 

ЕУІ: Richard Vitters, eBird 

RW: Rick Wright, Bloomfield, NJ 


SDi: Scott Dieni, eBird 

SFe: Scott Fesmire, eBird 

SH: Susanne Hickey, eBird 
SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SLu: Scott Luedtke, eBird 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SNe: Steven Nelson, eBird 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
STa: Steve Taylor, eBird 

SWh: Susi Whittemore, eBird 


T&DT: Tim & Debbie Teal, eBird 
TBa: Tom Bailey, eBird 

TCI: Trish Clapp, eBird 

TEw: Tom Ewert, eBird 

TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

THo: Tully Hochhausler, eBird 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Milford 

TMo: Tony Moline, eBird 

TWh: Tali Whittemore, eBird 


WL: William Flack, Kearney 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: If you have doubts this species is moving into 
Nebraska, read on! Reports were from three locations. Four appeared in late 
May near Raymond, Lancaster Co, and 1-4 were reported there through 30 
Jul (m. ob.; photos). Eight were photographed at a pond at Bridgeport, 
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Morrill Co, 1-3 Jun (SFe, KD; photos), and two were at a Grand Island golf 
course 3 Jun (fide JGJ; photo). There are now 21 reports of this summer 
visitor; amazingly, 18 of these have been since 2000. 

Snow Goose: The expected summer sightings were reported statewide except for the 
Panhandle (m. ob.); best count was 12 at BOL 6 Jun (LE). 

Ross’s Goose: Summer sightings are increasing, although still less-than-annual; one 
was at BOL 6-14 Jun with Snow Geese (LE). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: The only report of this less-than-annual summer 
straggler was of one in Hall Со 1 Jun (RW). 

Cackling Goose: None were reported of this rare summer visitor central and east. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer resident. 

Mute Swan: The only one reported was a “park bird” at Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha, 
2 Jun (STa). 

Trumpeter Swan: Summering adults and family groups were reported as expected 
from the western Sandhills in Sheridan, Garden, Grant, and Cherry Cos (т. 
ob.); there was one report from the eastern part of the range, seven on 2 Jun 
at Twin Lakes WMA, Rock Co, (GR). The southernmost known breeders at 
Ravenna produced two cygnets, seen with the adults 26 Jun (WF). 
Unexpected was one at Prairie Queen RA, Sarpy Co. According to local 
residents, it had been present for about 2 months before it was reported to the 
birding community 4 Jul (CO); it was still present 30 Jul (m. ob.). It may 
have been the un-banded bird that was at Gretna for four years through Aug 
2013. 

Wood Duck: Westerly broods were in Dundy Co 7 Jun (JGJ) and Dawes Co 20 Jun 
(ра1), both within the breeding range, although breeding is unknown in 
northwest Dundy Co. This species breeds essentially statewide except for 
parts of the west and southwest. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide breeder. 

Cinnamon Teal: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon breeder west. 

Northern Shoveler: This species may breed on occasion anywhere in the state, but 
such occurrences are less-than-annual. The least likely of several reported 
birds to be breeding based on location were two at Wayne SL, Wayne Co, 2 
Jun (PRo) and singles at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Co, 17 Jun (JGJ) and Grant 
SL, Perkins Co, 6 Jul (WF). 

Gadwall: The only report from a county where breeding is not expected was of two 
in Butler Co 4 Jul (CDy); the location is close to the RWB however. 
American Wigeon: A rare breeder even in the Sandhills, there is only one breeding 
record in the RWB, and so noteworthy were a single at Shypoke WMA 16 
Jun (JGJ) and 6 at Greenhead WMA, Clay Co, 1 Jun (JGJ). The latter, as 
well as singles in Douglas Co 1 Jun (SNe) and at HCR 2 Jun (PRo) were 

probably tardy migrants. 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide breeder. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this rare breeder north-central. 
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Canvasback: Two at LO 3 Jun (MW) were tardy away from the breeding range, 
possibly non-breeding sub-adults. 

Redhead: Tardy migrants were eight in Dundy Co 3 Jun (MW), two in Harlan Co 2 
Jun (PRo), and one in Webster Co 2 Jun (LE). ELDs for spring are 3-4 Jun. 

Ring-necked Duck: This species is not known to breed in Nebraska, and so mid- 
summer reports away from potential nesting areas like the Sandhills and 
RWB are less-than-annual. The only report in mid-summer was of two in 
Butler Co 4 Jul (CDy). 

Lesser Scaup: Like the preceding species, Lesser Scaup 15 not known to breed in 
Nebraska, and mid-summer (after 17 Jun) sightings are rare. The only such 
report was of a male at BOL 14 Jun-28 Jul (LE, m. ob., photo). 

Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine of this uncommon non-breeding summer 
visitor east and central. 


— == NEL —————  —— lI—  — 
This Common Merganser brood and hen were photographed in the Niobrara Valley Preserve 
between the Norden and Meadville bridges 12 Jul by Gordon Warrick, courtesy of the National 


Park Service. Breeding has probably occurred at this location since 2007. 


Common Merganser: А regular summering area is the Niobrara Valley Preserve 
between the Norden and Meadville bridges; breeding was confirmed there in 
2007 and may occur annually. This summer an adult and 6 well-grown pre- 
flight young were present 12 Jul (GW, photo). The adults may be the same 
birds seen at Norden Chute 7 May (JGJ). LO is a regular summer location; 
Jun reports are likely immature non-breeders, while molt migrants account 
for increased numbers beginning in late Jul. Up to 6 were at LO through 6 
Jul (m. ob.); there was no evidence that molt migrants had arrived by the end 
of the summer reporting period (31 Jul). Surprisingly, there were three 


Vol. 85 No. 3 The Nebraska Bird Review 101 


reports of single males: 11 Jun at Memphis Lakes SRA, Saunders Co (J&LS), 
14 Jun at НСК (MPe), and 1 Jul at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co (MSa). 

Ruddy Duck: This species does not breed until two years old, and so reports after the 
ELDs 7-9 Jun and away from known breeding areas are probably immature 
non-breeders. Such reports were 1-4 on 12-14 Jun at Harlan Co (JS, BP), two 
at BOL 14 Jun (LE), and two at Grant SL, Perkins Co, 17 Jun (BP). 

Northern Bobwhite: Near the western edge of the range were 5-7 at NNF Bessey 2- 
3 Jun (EB, DHo). Good numbers were found in the southeast, the species’ 
Nebraska stronghold; 37 were on a BBS route in Pawnee and Nemaha Cos 5 
Jun (СМК). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported of this uncommon to rare resident north-central 
and northeast. Numbers appear to be at a cyclical low at present. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common, 
statewide resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common resident north and 
west. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports in the RWB but away from known RWB breeding 
areas were of one at Straightwater WMA, Seward Co, 2 Jun (MCI), and 4 at 
Funk WPA, Phelps Co, 10 Jul (TMo). Recent years have seen increasing 
reports at various locations in the RWB, with several leks established. 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
resident. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder, 
common Sandhills. 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west, rare south 
and east. 

Western Grebe: Best count was the 350 at LO 4 Jun (MW); most of these are 
probably immature non-breeders, since migration numbers peak in Apr. 
There is a breeding population of unknown size at LM and LO, but probably 
only in the 5- to 10-pair range. Mid-summer sightings in the east are 
unexpected; one lingered at BOL as late as 14 Jul (LE). Three at HCR 19 
Jun (GWa) were probably tardy migrants; ELDs away from the breeding 
range are 10-14 Jun. 

Clark’s Grebe: There were three reports of 1-2 at LO and LM 3-15 Jun (EB, JVa, 
GBe). Breeding occurs at this location. A tardy migrant was at HCR 12 Jun 
(JS photo). 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

White-winged Dove: Despite its current status as a statewide summer visitor, most 
common in the southwest and southern Panhandle, breeding records have 
been few. Only the 5th was a pair near Mead, Saunders Co, that appeared in 
early Jun (JHo) and was incubating 8 Jul (JHo, CNK); by 29 Jul it was 
thought that two pairs of ads were present, along with at least three juvs (JHo 
photos, CNK). Elsewhere, there were reports from at least 8 locations, 
involving 18 birds, a new season high (m. ob.). (See photo NBR Vol. 85 No. 
1, page 25.) 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A nest being built m Bellevue 2 Jul (ARy) was a rather late 
attempt for the east; latest nest-building record is 3 Jul. In the Panhandle, 
breeding records are uncommon and limited to riparian corridors, including 
those іп the Pine Ridge; one at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co, 19 Jun (WF) 
was on a tributary of the Niobrara River. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were four reports, not well-documented, but all within 
the expected eastern and northeastern range. 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Common Poorwill: Reports were routine of this common breeder west, uncommon 
central. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: Of five reports, four were from known locations: one bird was 
at ICSP 14 Jun (AHa), two each were found on separate occasions along 
River Road, Jefferson Co, 2 Jun (MW) and 4 Jul (MHn), and one was at Rock 
Creek Station SHP, Jefferson Co, 1 Jul (THo). Quite unexpected was one 
reported by an experienced observer at the HCR dam 4 Jul (BFH); it is the 
southwesternmost record to date for Nebraska. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: At the western edge of the Niobrara River Valley range, 1- 
2 were at Smith Falls SP, Cherry Co, 11 Jun (MBs) and 30 Jun (ТНо). 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

White-throated Swift: The 15 at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, (LIr) was a good 
tally; highs were 12-40. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One in a Grand Island yard 2 Jul was “way early” 
there (SM); general migration begins in mid-Jul. The only nest reported was 
near Lewis and Clark L, Knox Co; it had 2 eggs 27 Jul (DZa). This is a rather 
late egg date; known dates are 21 May-30 Jul. 

Black-chinned Hummingbird: One near Blair, Washington Co, for about a month 
prior to 8 Jul (JB photo) provided Nebraska’s 4th record of the species, spread 
evenly across the state (Scotts Bluff, Keith, Buffalo, and Washington Cos). 
Given its northward expansion on the Great Plains, more Nebraska records 
are expected. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The three reports were all from Scotts Bluff Co; one 
arrived rather early a few miles south of Scottsbluff 6 Jul (CCf photo). EEDs 
were 3-9 Jul. Another was at the same location 21 Jul (CCf), and one was at 
WHNC 28 Jul (NLu). 

Rufous Hummingbird: There were five reports 10-26 Jul, all in Scotts Bluff Co and 
all males (KD, CCf, РКа). 

Calliope Hummingbird: None were reported of this rare western fall migrant; EEDs 
are 13-14 Jul. 

Virginia Rail: This species has bred previously in Douglas Co, but not since 1982; 1- 
2 were present at the 234th St Wetlands just south of W Dodge Road in 
Douglas Co (JR, m. ob.), although no evidence for breeding was noted. 
Another was at a RWB basin near David City, Butler Co, 4 Jul (CDy). Two 
at Spotted Tail Wetlands, Scotts Bluff Co, 4 Jun (KD) were also away from 
the expected breeding range. 

Sora: As with Virginia Rail, there were 1-4 Soras at the 234th St Wetlands just south 
of W Dodge Road in Douglas Co 7-30 Jul (JR, m.ob.), but no breeding 
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evidence was obtained. The breeding range of Sora extends southeastward 
into Washington Co. One at Grant SL, Perkins Co, 17 Jun (BP) was away 
from known breeding areas. Fall migrants arrive by mid to late Jul; there 
were several such reports. 

Common Gallinule: The only report was of a pair tending a nest at Smith WPA, Clay 
Co, 5 Jul (LB); by 15 Jul; however, the nest could not be located, suggesting 
failure (JGJ). This is the ninth nesting record since the 1950s, all in the RWB 
and southeast Nebraska. 

American Coot: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, regular 
breeder north-central, fairly common elsewhere. 

Sandhill Crane: Reports from continuing breeding locations were of one at Kiowa 
WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 11 Jun, although no second adult or young were seen 
(KD) and two near the confluence of the Verdigre and Niobrara Rivers in 
Knox Co 29 Jul (SH). Paired birds have been seen at the latter location for 
several years and have bred (MB). Two at Bazile Creek WMA 20 Jun (ЕКІ) 
were likely the same birds only 3-4 miles from the Verdigre/Niobrara 
location. A new location is Agate Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Co, where a pair 
with two young were seen 10 Jun (AP). Additional sightings without 
evidence of breeding were of one over a crop field near Funk WPA, Phelps 
Co, 1 Jun (LB), and three at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, around 25 Jul (SLu), 
with one seen there 3 Jul (JGJ). 


This TS Plover was — at Enders Res, Chase Со. 9 Jun 2017 by Mark Brogie. 
Summer reports away from known nesting attempts are less-than-annual in Nebraska. 


Black-necked Stilt: A pair at Wayne SL, Wayne Co, 2 Jun (MB) were unexpected 
that far east, where this species 15 a rare spring migrant. Two at a playa west 
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of Sutherland Res in Keith Co 14 Jun (TJW, GBe, CRu) were only the second 
or third record at a playa by the observer (TJW). Breeding is unknown in 
Keith Co. 

American Avocet: A bit out of the expected range for mid-Jun were two along River 
Road, Phelps Co, 23 Jun (AF) and one at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 16 
Jun (G&Ma). 

Black-bellied Plover: The only report was of one at Tamora WMA, Seward Co, 2 Jun 
(MCI); ELDs are 14-21 Jun. 

American Golden-Plover: The 6 near Shickley, but in Clay Co, 1 Jun were 
considered “awfully late for such a large group" (JGJ). Peak migration 
occurs in late Apr-early May, and ELDs are 1-5 Jun. 

Snowy Plover: The only report of this less-than-annual summer visitor central and 
west was of one at Enders Res, Chase Co, 9 Jun (MB photo). 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring and fall 
migrant east and central, uncommon west. 

Piping Plover: Westerly in the Niobrara River Valley were reports from Boyd and 
Holt Cos; two above Spencer Dam in Boyd Co 3 Jun were seen flying to 
Spencer Dam WMA іп Holt Co (GR, D&JP), and four were near Redbird, 
Holt Co, 18 Jun (PZa). Nesting has occurred as far west as the Carns Bridge 
area, Rock and Keya Paha Cos. 

Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Mountain Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder in the extreme 
southern Panhandle. 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Long-billed Curlew: Four flyovers along Lodgepole Creek, Cheyenne Co, 13 Jul 
(WF) were part of an outlying breeding population along the Banner-Kimball 
county line east to Cheyenne Co. Also near range edges were two in Brown 
Co near the Niobrara Valley Preserve 10 Jun (JNi), and one south of 
Sutherland Res in Lincoln Co 11 Jun (WBe). 

Hudsonian Godwit: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east 
and central; ELDs are 5-6 Jun. 

Marbled Godwit: The only report was of a record late spring migrant near Bancroft, 
Cuming Co, 2-3 Jun (MB, DSt); this species is an uncommon spring migrant 
in the east, with ELDs 27-30 May. None were reported in fall, when it is a 
rare and often very early migrant, with EEDs 12-13 Jun. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Only one was reported of this uncommon spring migrant east and 
central; it was rather late near Bancroft, Cuming Co, 2 Jun (MB). ELDs are 
4-6 Jun. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring and fall 
migrant. 

Sanderling: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring and fall migrant. 

Dunlin: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east and central; 
ELDs are 9-11 Jun. 

Baird's Sandpiper: This species, as well as others that move through Nebraska in 
spring and fall (Least, Pectoral, and Semipalmated Sandpipers, Greater and 
Lesser Yellowlegs), account for several reports during the second half of Jun, 
prior to true fall migration. There are now 19 reports of this species 11-24 
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Jun, likely non-breeders stopping their spring migration. ELDs in spring are 
6-7 Jun and EEDs in fall 9 Jul (three times). This summer, one was in Dodge 
Co 20 Jun (JGJ) and another in Saunders Co 23 Jun (LE). 

Least Sandpiper: This species can show up very early in fall; EEDs are 22-23 Jun. 
One was in Saunders Co 23 Jun (LE) and another was on a playa in Keith Co 
28 Jun (JGJ). Even successful females begin to leave breeding areas in late 
Jun. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: This species is usually the latest regular spring migrant. 
Previous ELDs were 22-23 Jun, but this year there were two rather late 
reports: 7 were in Clay Co 24 Jun (JGJ), and another was in Saunders Co 23 
Jun (LE). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: One in Clay Co 7 Jun (JGJ) was tardy, record late for the 
RWB by one day (JGJ), and only the fifth record for Nebraska in Jun. ELDs 
are 28-30 May. Rather early for fall were 3-4 at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 
22-29 Jul (MW photo, LE). EEDs for fall are 17-19 Jul. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: This species often lingers well into late Jun; ELDs are 20-21 
Jun, and there are five later Jun dates and a few very Jul dates, likely of year- 
old birds that did not complete migration. Fall EEDs are 3-4 Jul. This 
summer, one was at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 21 Jun (LE), and another 
was in Saunders Co 23 Jun (LE). The 650 at Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders Со, 
23 Jul (LE) was a good tally; high fall counts are 768-1200. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Like Pectoral Sandpiper, this species often lingers into 
late Jun; ELDs are 15 Jun (three times), and there are 9 later records in Jun, 
as well as a few in very early Jul. EEDs in fall are 3-4 Jul. This spring- 
summer, two were at BOL 16 Jun (MBs), and singles were at Jack Sinn 
WMA, Lancaster Co, 23 and 30 Jun (LE), and near Mead, Saunders Co, 2 Jul 
(JGJ). Late Jun and probably very early Jul records are of year-old birds that 
did not complete migration. 

Western Sandpiper: None were reported of this rare spring and uncommon fall 
statewide migrant. Spring ELDs are 19-23 May and fall EEDs are 4-6 Jul. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: None were reported of this uncommon spring and fall 
statewide migrant. Spring ELDs are 25-27 Apr and fall EEDs are 9-12 Jul. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common spring and fall migrant 
statewide. 

American Woodcock: There were two reports of this uncommon eastern breeder. 
Singles were heard at FF 13 Jun (RLa), and at Mulberry Bend Overlook, 
Dixon Co, 14 Jun (DHo). 

Wilson's Snipe: Summer reports (late May through early Jul) in the southeast may 
indicate local breeding; there was a single such report this summer, of one at 
Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders Co, 30 Jun (LE). Breeding has occurred there 
previously but has not been detected since 2007. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder and 
fairly common spring and fall migrant statewide. 

Solitary Sandpiper: This species returns early in fall; EEDs are 24-25 Jun, and so 
one in Keith Co 28 Jun (JGJ) was rather early. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this common spring and fall statewide 
migrant. EEDs in fall are 16-19 Jun; there are six prior records in the short 
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8-15 Jun period between presumed spring and fall migrants, but none this 
summer. 

Willet: EEDs in fall are 23-26 Jun, and so one at Holmes L, Lancaster Co, 26 Jun 
(EJa photo) was early. This species is rare in fall in the east. 

Greater Yellowlegs: This is another species for which there are several reports during 
the second half of Jun, prior to true fall migration. EEDs are 22-24 Jun, but 
there are 18 reports 6-21 Jun, including one this summer of a single in Sarpy 
Co 16 Jun (SMa). ELDs in spring are 30-31 May. 

Wilson's Phalarope: A female at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 1 Jun (PHo) was tardy, 
as were five birds in Phelps Co 3 Jun (WF); ELDs where not breeding are 1- 
4 Jun. The three on a Keith Co playa west of Sutherland Res 14 Jun (TJW, 
GBe, CRu), and one near Mead, Saunders Co, 2 Jul (JGJ) may have been 
non-breeders. Nesting occurs in the RWB on occasion; one of few 
documented nests was at Sora WMA, Fillmore Co, 24 Jun (JGJ photo). 
Additional RWB reports suggestive of breeding were the 15 at Harvard WPA, 
Clay Co, 6 Jul (RSt), one at Smith WPA, 7 Jul (RSt), and two at Tamora 
WMA, Seward Co, 8 Jul (SKr). 

Red-necked Phalarope: The only report was of a rather late female in Garden Co 1 
Jun (BP photo); ELDs for spring are 30 May-1 Jun and EEDs for fall are 22- 
28 Jul. This species does not breed in Nebraska. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Apparently only the fifth record for Jul in Nebraska was a juv at 
BOL 30 Jul (GR photo). Fall EEDs are 18-20 Aug. 

Laughing Gull: An alternate-plumaged adult was at HCR 1-2 Jun (PRo photo, KDy, 
LE). It is the 26th record for Nebraska 2 Apr-28 Oct; there are single records 
for Dec and Jan. 

Franklin’s Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide summer visitor. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide summer 
visitor. 

California Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor west and 
central; fall EEDs are 18-19 Jul. 

Herring Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor at L 
McConaughy. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Although now an uncommon annual spring and fall 
migrant in Nebraska, summer reports (3 May-23 Aug) are still less-than- 
annual. The 10th such record was of a second-summer bird at LM 3 and 14 
Jun (MW photo, GBe). 

Least Tern: Reports were routine of this locally fairly common breeder east and 
central. 

Caspian Tern: LM is a summering location for non-breeding imms, which do not 
breed until 3-4 years old. Of 21 records 11 Jun-9 Jul, 13 are from LM. This 
summer, probably the same two were reported there 14 and 28 Jun (GBe, 
ТОЛ. ELDs in spring are 9-10 Jun, and so one at BOL 6 Jun (LE) was rather 
late. 

Black Tern: Away from the Sandhills breeding range, fewest occur during the second 
half of Jun; thus, noteworthy were five in Dodge Co 25 Jun (BP), two in 
Douglas Co 1 Jul (JR), and six at Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders Co, 7 Jul (LE). 
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Common Tern: None were reported of this uncommon spring and fall migrant. 
Spring ELDs are 20-21 Jun, and fall EEDs are 21-27 Jul. 


This female Brown Booby, Nebraska’s second, was at Harlan Co Reservoir 29 May - 25 Jun. 
Found by Jeff Drahota, it was seen by many and photographed here by Tom Gannon 6 Jun 2017. 


Forster’s Tern: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder north and west, 
and uncommon summer (12-30 Jun) visitor north and west, rare casual 
elsewhere. 
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Common Loon: Summering non-breeding imms are expected in the west, but are less- 
than-annual in the east. The 1-2 at НСК 1-30 Jun (m. ob.) were a bit unusual, 
but the four at BOL 6 Jun (LE) were unexpected; only one remained by 29 
Jul (BP). Two imms at LM 28 Jun (JGJ) were as expected. 

Brown Booby: Nebraska's second was seen by Jeff Drahota at HCR 29 May while he 
was fishing. He reported it to Laurel Badura, who posted it to NEBIRDS. It 
was confirmed by Joel Jorgensen and Melissa Panella 31 May. An apparent 
female, it stayed through 25 Jun (m. ob.). Northerly reports on the Great 
Plains have increased in recent years. (See photo NBR Vol. 85 No. 1, page 
25.) 

Neotropic Cormorant: One at BOL 22-30 Jul (MW, m. ob.) may have been the same 
bird seen there 21 Mar-14 May, thus Nebraska's 20th record, or if not, 
Nebraska's 22nd (one was at LO 4 Apr 2017). 

Double-crested Cormorant: In mid-summer (4 Jun-10 Jul), this species is 
uncommon and local in the south and east; the only report away from BOL 
and HCR was of one at Summit L, Burt Co, 7-8 Jun (GHa). Presumed 
nonbreeders occur annually at HCR and BOL; peak counts this summer were 
4 on 9-12 Jun at HCR (JS, AB) and 23 on 23 Jun at BOL (LE). 

American White Pelican: This species, unlike Double-crested Cormorant, does not 
breed in Nebraska, although summer occurrences of generally small flocks 
are common in the north and west. Mid-summer (Jun-Jul) sightings in the 
south and east are uncommon, however, except at HCR and BOL. This 
summer, the 110 at HCR 12 Jun (JS) were probably late migrants based on 
the number; only a few remained there after that date. True fall migration 
probably begins at the end of Jul; there were no obvious influxes this summer 
before the end of Jul. As with Double-crested Cormorant, BOL and HCR 
host a few during summer, but peak counts were low: 15 at BOL 29 Jun (LE) 
and 8 at HCR 19 Jun (GWa). The only mid-summer report in the south and 
east away from BOL or HCR was of an apparently injured bird at Rowe 
Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 20 Jun and 8 Jul (RKu, JN1). 

American Bittern: This species is a rare breeder in the Rainwater Basin, with three 
breeding records, all in 2007-2008. Ephemeral breeding habitat there 
probably obviates annual breeding. One was at Harvard WPA, Clay Co, 6 
Jun (RSt). An ephemeral marsh at 234th St just south of W Dodge Road in 
Douglas Co provided potential breeding habitat this summer; two birds were 
there 6 Jul (BP). 

Least Bittern: The only reports were from the southeast with no evidence of breeding: 
one was at LSWNP 1 Jun (МЕСУ), and another was in а cattail marsh in 
Butler Co 4 Jul (CDy). 

Great Blue Heron: Rookeries occur statewide. The only one reported this summer 
was of seven nests on Heron Creek, Washington Co, 2 Jun (LFe). 

Great Egret: This species is rare in the Panhandle; not quite there was a westerly 
migrant at LO 2 Jun (PBI). 

Snowy Egret: None were reported of this uncommon statewide spring migrant and 
summer visitor east and central. 

Little Blue Heron: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant and summer 
visitor east and central. 
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Cattle Egret: Uncommon in mid-summer (Jun-early Jul), the three reports were of 
three in Thomas Co 14 Jun (SQ), one at Tamora WMA, Seward Co, 4 Jul 
(SKr), and five at Smith WPA, Clay Co, 15 Jul (ЈОЈ). 

Green Heron: Slightly west of the breeding range were singles at Valentine NWR, 
Cherry Co, 14 Jul (MDo) and at NNF Bessey 20 Jun (CNK). Breeding occurs 
regularly west to northeast Cherry Co in the Niobrara River Valley and west 
to Blaine and Logan Cos in the Loup drainage. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: An adult at BOL 6 Jun (LE) was probably a tardy 
migrant. Breeding is unknown at BOL. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report was of one near St Deroin, ICSP, 14 
Jun (L&BP); spring-early summer reports in the southeast probably are of 
birds at least attempting to breed, but there are very few such reports and only 
one confirmed nesting, that in 1963. 

White-faced Ibis: The 110 in the eastern RWB 24 Jun, 67 of these at a Clay Co 
wetland, would be suspected of breeding, but no evidence was found (ЈОЈ). 
Fall migrants appear in the south and east in Jul; one was at Tamora WMA, 
Seward Co, 8 Jul (SKr). 

Glossy Ibis: None were identified or reported of this rare breeder and summer visitor 
southeast. 

Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder and locally 
common summer visitor statewide. 

Osprey: After the first successful breeding at multiple locations in 2015, reports 
continue. Most significant was the first for eastern Nebraska; a pair was 
nesting on a tower at Omaha Public Power District’s Fort Calhoun station, 
Washington Co, 21 Jun where nesting apparently had occurred “five years 
аро”. The pair fledged two chicks by early Sep (Amanda Сішге) pers. comm. 
JGJ). Attempts have been made at Summit L, Burt Co, since 2013, but no 
successful outcomes have been reported. Breeding in Scotts Bluff Co was 
again successful at three known nest sites and possibly a fourth, and a new 
fifth site was briefly active (KD). The nests at Sugar Factory, Riverview, 
(previously described as Riverside), and Shannon Drive/Berggren Rd each 
fledged 2-3 young. A fourth persistent site, Winters Creek L, had an 
incubating bird 11 Jun, but no birds present early Aug; young may have 
fledged there, as the average date of fledging in Scotts Bluff Co has been 
around | Aug. A new site was south of Morrill at the former Jirdon’s Feedlot; 
one was incubating there 11 Jun, but the nest was apparently abandoned in 
early Jul. The Keystone nest, Keith Co, was active again; three young about 
5-6 weeks old were in the nest 28 Jun (JGJ). Reports of singles in western 
Douglas Co 1 Jul (JR) and in Sarpy Co 6 Jul (AG) were probably of non- 
breeding imms. 

Mississippi Kite: Reports continued from five previously-known summering 
locations. At Ogallala, Keith Co, where breeding has long occurred, two 
were seen 1-3 Jun (EB, BP) and one was at Brule, Keith Co, 28 Jul (NLu). 
Two were at Benkelman, Dundy Co, 7-11 Jun (JGJ, DE), and three were over 
Imperial, Chase Co, 9 Jun (MB), both locations where nesting probably 
occurs. Nesting probably occurred at McCook, Red Willow Co, where 3-4 
were present during the summer and two large nests were found but not 
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conclusively identified as of this species (TCI). Breeding continued in North 
Platte, Lincoln Co, where up to 3 were counted, including a јим, at least 31 
May-3 Jul (WBe, CBa). 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide resident and summer 
visitor. 

Northern Harrier: This species breeds statewide, although summer reports are fewer 
in the south. Singles were in Harlan Co 9 and 12 Jun (RSt, JS), and two in 
Frontier Co 2 Jul (CBa). None were detected nesting. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was of one recorded at Rose Creek WMA, 
Jefferson Co, 11 Jul (SSc, JCa, WRS) in the same place one was 
photographed and recorded in 2016. Breeding has not yet been confirmed at 
this location. 

Broad-winged Hawk: There were five reports of this rare southeastern forest breeder, 
from Sarpy 23 Jun-6 Jul (JR, ARy, AG), Douglas 27 Jul (SMa), and Lancaster 
19 Jun (EJa) Cos. The Lancaster Co sighting was west of the usually-reported 
summer range, and is only the second Lancaster Co record for Jun. 

Swainson’s Hawk: One in Webster Co 20 Jun (GWa) was at the east edge of the 
expected breeding range, and in the northeast, where breeding probably 
occurs on occasion, there were three reports, most likely of non-breeding 
immatures: 13 Jun Cedar Со (DSa), 16 Jun Knox Co (DHo), and 11 Jul Pierce 
Co (TG). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Ferruginous Hawk: A nest in Dundy Co that has been active for at least four years 
had 3 eyasses being tended by an adult 7 Jun (JGJ). One at Sutherland Res, 
Lincoln Co, (CBa) was at the east edge of the summer range. 

Golden Eagle: An apparent family group of two adults and two imms was in western 
Banner Co 20 Jul (WF). 

Barn Owl: One in a barn in Nuckolls Co 8 Jun (DE) was near the east edge of the 
primary breeding range in the southwest third of Nebraska. Nest holes with 
young were at CLNWR 3 Jun (KD), in Chase Co 8 Jun (MB), and Lincoln 
Co 8 Jul (WBe). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Burrowing Owl: Reports continued at the eastern edge of the summer range at Prairie 
Dog WMA, Kearney Co, (m. ob.), Atlanta WPA, Phelps Co, (m. ob.), and 
south of Redbird, Holt Co, 4 Jul (MB). 

Barred Owl: This species is scarce in the Loup drainage, but continues to move 
slowly westward in suitable riparian habitat. Two reports this summer 
extended the known summer range westward: one was along Cedar Creek in 
Greeley Co 13 Jun 2017 (JFr), and the other was along Turkey Creek in 
eastern Sherman Co 6 Jun (JFr). 

Long-eared Owl: This species has been documented nesting in 24 counties statewide 
and in another 11 during the breeding season. Thus, although rare, not 
unexpected were one in Jefferson Co 24 Jun (MHa) and one in Dixon Co 14 
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Jun (DHo). Nesting has been documented in Dixon Co, but the Jefferson Co 
report is the first summer report for that county. 

Short-eared Owl: There were two reports of this rare statewide resident; one was in 
Lincoln Co 3 Jun (EB) and another was at Fort Niobrara, Cherry Co, 14 Jul 
(MDo). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The amazing saga of this species’ distribution in the state 
continues to unfold. Spearheaded by Wayne Mollhoff’s indefatigable efforts 
(48 nest boxes statewide, 1800-mile coverage loop, 11,000 miles driven this 
summer), reports are coming in from new locations as well as now-familiar 
ones. A different nest box at the known Wildcat Hills WMA, Scotts Bluff 
Co, breeding location had 6 eggs on 17 May; all hatched and were banded, 
but two were later cannibalized (WM). At a private residence in Halsey, 
Thomas Co, with a nest box in the back yard, three, including two juvs were 
attracted to a tape 16 Jul (GWr). Another was heard for about 10 minutes at 
Smith Falls SP, 10 Jun (MBs). 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Lewis's Woodpecker: One was near the only known current breeding location in 
lower Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Jun (EB). The only other report was of 
one at Fort Robinson SP, Dawes Co, 30 Jul (D&MW), probably a fall 
migrant. EEDs for fall are 3-8 Aug. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
south, uncommon north, rare west. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
fairly common west. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly 
common central and east. 

Northern Flicker: There were eight reports statewide through the period, none with 
details on the shade of color seen. Most flickers breeding in Nebraska are 
intergrades, with pure “yellow-shafted” birds only in the east and possibly а 
few “red-shafted” birds in the western Panhandle. 

Pileated Woodpecker: All reports were from Missouri River counties from 
Washington south to Richardson, but most were at locations away from 
strongholds at ICSP and FF. This may be indicative of increased wandering 
and potentially establishment of new breeding sites. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Merlin: None were reported of this rare breeder extreme northwest. 

Peregrine Falcon: Reports were, as expected, of resident birds at Omaha and Lincoln. 

Prairie Falcon: There were two reports from the Niobrara Valley Preserve 
Headquarters area in Brown Co 6 and 9 Jun (DHo, СМК). Nesting is 
unknown east of northwest Cherry Co; these sightings may have been of tardy 
non-breeding imms. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Three were reported; two were timely spring migrants in the 
east and central 2-11 Jun (AF, SQ), but one was in Chase Co 2 Jun (BP 
photo), where the species 15 rare in spring. 
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Western Wood-Pewee: Perhaps the best-known location where this species and 
Eastern Wood-Pewee occur together is the Niobrara Valley Preserve, Keya 
Paha and Brown Cos. This summer’s reports were from Brown Co; both 
were singing near the Preserve Headquarters 9 Jun (CNK), and Westerns 
were reported there 6 Jun (DHo) and at Norden Bridge 8 Jun (JN1). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Westerly range-edge reports were of two at NNF McKelvie 3 
Jun (DSa), two at NNF Bessey (DHo), and one at Valentine NWR, Cherry 
Co, 14 Jul (MDo). 

Acadian Flycatcher: Reports continue along the Missouri River Valley north to Neale 
Woods, Douglas Co, where 2-3 were found 16-24 Jun (JR). Wilderness Park, 
Lancaster Co, continues to host at least one singing male each year; singles 
were there 11-13 Jun (SKr, LE). 

Alder Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central. Reports in early Jun are tardy spring migrants. 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder statewide, absent 
in the southwest and southern Panhandle. 

Least Flycatcher: This species probably breeds occasionally іп northern Nebraska, 
usually in cottonwoods. It was thought to be breeding at Smith L WMA, 
Sheridan Co, in the 1990s, and this year one was carefully identified there 19 
Jun (WF). There were nine additional records statewide 14 Jun-2 Jul, almost 
certainly misidentified Willow Flycatchers; no details were provided for any 
of these 9 records. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder. 

Eastern Phoebe: A nest with 4 nestlings in Butler Co 6 Jul (CDy photo), was rather 
late, although this species is usually double-brooded. Previous last date for 
nestlings was 23 Jun. 

Say’s Phoebe: Three fresh fledglings with adults were in Sioux Co 21 Jun (TBa 
photo); reports of fledglings are mostly for Jun. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: This species breeds westward in riparian corridors; in the 
North Platte River Valley, it occurs west in the breeding season only to 
Garden and Morrill Cos. One at Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 1 Jun (BP) 
was of interest, although it may have been a migrant. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common Panhandle breeder. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and central, 
fairly common east. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Nesting attempts continue on an annual basis in the south, 
with around 24 since 2001. A newcounty for nesting was Red Willow, where 
a nest with four eggs was found in McCook 28 Jun, but the eggs were 
infertile, collected 22 Jul and sent to the State Museum collection (WM). 
Another new county is Jefferson, where a nest with eggs was found near 
Alexandria 30 Jun (МЕН); eggs were still present 7 Jul (WM). Additional 
non-nesting reports were of one near SW 31st and Denton Road, Lancaster 
Co, 9 Jun (LE), where 1-2 had been present since 23 Apr, and one in western 
Omaha 24 Jun (JWo). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder west and 
central, uncommon east. 
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Bell’s Vireo: Reports were routine of this common breeder central, fairly common 
east, rare west. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Recent years have seen expansion westward in riparian 
corridors. This summer, two were probably summering at Yellowbanks 
WMA, Madison Co, 18 Jul (DH), but one at Sharp’s Campground, Cherry 
Co, 5 Jun (DSa) may have been a migrant. 

Blue-headed Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon eastern spring migrant; 
ELDs are 6-12 Jun. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder. 

Warbling Vireo: The eastern subspecies Vireo gilvus gilvus breeds over most of 
Nebraska and the western subspecies V. g. brewsteri is limited as a breeder 
to the Pine Ridge. A bird at Ogallala, Keith Co, 15 Jun was “told by song” 
as V. g. gilvus (CRu). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Summer reports from Dundy Со are rare since there 15 no major 
riparian corridor there. However, Rock Creek SRA provides water-related 
habitat; a Red-eyed Vireo was there 12 Jun (EK1). 

Pinyon Jay: The only report of this less-than-annual breeder was of two along 
Highway 30 at Potter, Cheyenne Co, 9 Jun (fide WRS). Although this seems 
to be an unlikely location, this species frequents the ponderosa pine forests 
some 20 miles to the north, where breeding has been confirmed since 2000 
(Mollhoff, Second Breeding Bird Atlas). 

Blue Jay: A rather early dependent fledgling was in Lincoln, Lancaster Co, 1 Jun 
(M&CV). Earliest egg dates are in mid-Apr. 

Black-billed Magpie: Most reports were from regular locations in Scotts Bluff Co, 
the LM area, and the Fort Robinson area, Sioux Co (m. ob.). Atthe east edge 
of the expected western Nebraska range, one was at Hay Springs, Sheridan 
Co, 1 Jul (MSa) and five were at CLNWR 10 Jun (LBa). Numbers have 
declined in Lincoln Co in recent years, but an encouraging new location was 
along Highway 25 south of Sutherland, where as many as 12 were counted, 
those on 29 Jun (WBe, CBa). Farther east, small numbers are hanging on in 
Buffalo, Phelps, and Harlan Cos; one was along River Road in Phelps Co 29 
Jun (AF), another was along 1-80 in Buffalo Co 21 Jul (T&DT), and one was 
at HCR 4 Jun (MLo, JHa). One along River Road, northwest of Fairbury, 
Jefferson Co, 24 Jun was at a regular location, at least since 2012 (МНп). 

American Crow: A count of 17 in Sioux Co 19 Jun (MMy) was unexpected; such 
flocks are uncommon that far west outside of migration periods. 

Horned Lark: Numbers are greatest in summer in the west; a BBS route in Scotts 
Bluff Co counted 303 on 11 Jun (KD). 

Purple Martin: Good numbers continue in Benkelman, Dundy Co; 20-60 were 
estimated there 2-11 Jun (DE, MW, BP). This species is "filling in gaps" in 
its distribution in the southwest. Perhaps only the third Perkins Co record 
was of two at Grant 6 Jul (WF). One was at CLNWR 8 Jun (LBa); there are 
recent records there for 2009 and 2010, although westernmost regular 
breeding in the nearby North Platte River Valley is at Ogallala. 

Tree Swallow: Two at Benkelman SL, Dundy Co, 3 Jun (MW) were from one of the 
few parts of the state where breeding is not known; they were probably 
migrants. 
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Violet-Green Swallow: The 20 at WHNC 28 Jul (NLu) were probably migrants and 
provided the second-highest fall count on record; previous high was 30. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
breeder. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Cliff Swallow: The 30 building nests in Madison Co 13 Jun (WF) were a bit tardy; 
previous nest-building dates were 1 May-2 Jun. The 500 at Gremlin Cove, 
HCR, 7 Jun (DE) was a good count; previous summer highs were 500-1000. 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Tufted Titmouse: One along Turkey Creek, near Fort Calhoun, Washington Co, 12 
Jul (LFe), was a bit out of range; regular occurrence only extends into that 
county at the Krimlofski Tract, Neal Woods. Only the 4th and 5th reports 
north of Washington Co were 1-4 reported at PSP 10 Jun (DHo, DSa). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Lincoln is a nuthatch magnet; it may be the only city in 
North America that has recorded all four North American nuthatches. Red- 
breasted is the second most likely to occur; this summer, the fourth report 
suggestive of nesting in Lancaster Co was of a pair that attended a residential 
feeder for “a few months” prior to 14 Jun (RSt). There are several other 
single-day breeding season reports for Lancaster Co. A report of one at Gotte 
Park, Kimball, 4 Jun (EB) was likely of a tardy migrant; ELDs where not 
breeding are 31 May (three times). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Іп the Niobrara River Valley, the summer range extends 
westward to the Valentine area in Cherry Co, and so noteworthy were one at 
Steer Creek Са, NNF McKelvie, 3 Jun (DSa), and two at Valentine NWR 14 
Jul (MDo). The western subspecies breeds on the Pine Ridge, but nearby 
sightings to the south raise questions as to which subspecies was involved; 
such reports this summer in Sheridan Co were of one at the Highway 27 
crossing of the Niobrara River 18 Jun (МЕ), and singles in Gordon 1 and 9 
Jul (D&MW). In this category of unknown subspecies were reports from 
Scotts Bluff Co: two at Scotts Bluff NM 1 Jul (M&SP) and one at WHNC 8 
Jul (KD). The eastern subspecies has been reported as far west as Scotts Bluff 
Co in the breeding season. Taken together, these reports suggest continuing 
slow westward expansion of the breeding range. Observers should report or 
record calls of this species anywhere in the Sandhills and Panhandle south of 
the Pine Ridge. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: A good tally was the 12 at CSP 1 Jul (MSa); highest summer counts 
usually in late summer, in the range 18-25. 

Brown Creeper: None were reported of this rare breeder Missouri River Valley and 
north. 

Rock Wren: Reports were routine of this common breeder west, rare central. 

House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Sedge Wren: Fall birds arrive in mid-Jul and often breed Jul-Aug; at the west edge of 
the breeding range were one at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 27 Jul (MW1) 
and singles nearby on River Road, Phelps Co, 12 Jun and 17 Jul (AF). May- 
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Jun breeding is rare in southeastern Nebraska, and so the 12 Jun report is 
noteworthy. 

Marsh Wren: Like Sedge Wren, Marsh Wrens may arrive in areas away from summer 
breeding locations in mid- to late Jul, and breed. There were numerous such 
reports from south of the Platte River and east of the RWB. Although no 
breeding evidence was reported, there were multiple reports in Jun suggestive 
of breeding outside the expected summer range at the 234th St Wetlands just 
south of W Dodge Road in Douglas Со (JR, m. ob.) and LSWNP (m. ob.). 
One was at FF 13 Jun (RLa). 

Carolina Wren: Far out of range in summer was one at Bohemia Prairie, Knox Co, 4 
Jul, only the veteran observer's third for the county (MB). This species does 
not breed in the Platte River Valley west of Dodge Co, and so reports of 
singles near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, 1 Jun (TWh) and in Hastings, Adams Co, 
27 Jul (PSa) were noteworthy. Reports from the north edge of the (current) 
summer range were of singles in Blair, Washington Co, 7 Jul (CPr) and in 
Dodge Co 13 Jul (RVi). From the west edge of the regular range in the south 
singles were in Harlan Co 6 Jun (TG) and Furnas Co 18 Jul (2; GR). 
Dispersing birds in summer, mostly in Jul, account for many sightings west 
of the expected summer range. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species (different subspecies) has expanded its range 
into many areas in the west and east and is currently adding new counties in 
the central: such reports were of two in Antelope Co 4 Jun (GR) and two at 
Smith L, Sheridan Co, 1 Jul (MSa). One at Valentine NWR 2 Jun (DSa) was 
at the west edge of the range in the north. 

Eastern Bluebird: West of the expected summer range in the Sandhills were two in 
Arthur Co 7 Jul (WF). One at Pine Bluffs, Kimball Co, 1 Jun (SWh) was part 
of a small breeding outpost there. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western Panhandle 
breeder. 

Veery: None were reported of this rare spring migrant east and Panhandle; ELDs are 
5-7 Jun. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east; 
ELDS are 3-6 Jun. 

Swainson’s Thrush: One in Lancaster Co 2 Jun (M&CV) was tardy; ELDs in the east 
are 6-7 Jun. 

Hermit Thrush: One at NNF Bessey 3 Jun (DHo) was tardy; ELDs are 3-4 Jun in the 
north and west. 

Wood Thrush: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder. 

American Robin: High counts persisting into late Jun may be of late migrants; 83 
were in Custer Co 11 Jun (ERa), and 65 were in Lancaster Co 21 Jun 2017 
(M&CV). Flocks begin to form in late Jul; 68 were in Cass Co 27 Jul (KSc). 

Gray Catbird: One at Lewellen, Garden Co, 8 Jul (WF) was at the west edge of the 
summer range in the North Platte River Valley. Two in Alliance, Box Butte 
Co, 19 Jun (WF) were out of range; there are only seven Panhandle reports 
away from the North Platte River Valley since 2003. 

Brown Thrasher: The 19 in Custer Co 11 Jun (ERa) was a good summer count; high 
is 25. 
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Sage Thrasher: None were reported of this uncommon western fall migrant; EEDs 
are 11-12 Jul. 

Northern Mockingbird: Only the 8th and 9th reports in the north half of the state 
were singles in Cherry Co at Valentine NWR 13 Jul (MDo) and Fort Niobrara 
NWR 14 Jul (MDo). 

European Starling: Juvs begin to flock in Jun; 80 were in Dawson Со 23 Jun (АКТ). 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Red Crossbill: Best tally was the 20 at WHNC 28 Jul (NLu); “good numbers” were 
there 30 Jul (AK). Unexpected for the date was one in Dodge Co 28 Jun 
(D&JP); it is not unusual for small numbers to appear in Jun-Jul away from 
the Panhandle. 

Pine Siskin: Reports away from the regular breeding range in the north and west are 
unexpected, but there are many, including at least 19 records of breeding. 
Thus, not too surprising were two reports of multiple birds, both possibly the 
result of breeding: six were in Hall Co 15 Jun (BKo), and 4 in Ogallala, Keith 
Co 2 Jun (PBI). Extralimital breeding is usually early. 

Lesser Goldfinch: The three reports were from WHNC; a pair were there 4 Jun (EB), 
and 1-2 on 23-26 Jun, including a black-backed male (JOI, TBa). This 
Species is now an uncommon summer visitor in the Panhandle, although there 
are only about three confirmed records of breeding. 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: An uncommon breeder in the north, there were two 
reports of this species from Keya Paha Co, near Springview: three were seen 
9 Jun (CNK) and two on 4 Jul (DKi, MGo). There are few reports from that 
area south of the Niobrara River and so one at Hutton Sanctuary, Rock Co, 2 
Jun (TEw) was noteworthy. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder western 
Panhandle. 

Spotted Towhee: There were several reports from the east, but only three reports of 
hybrids, those with “intermediate” spotting on their backs, in Lincoln, Hall, 
and Butler Cos (AKr). Hybrids and intergrades with Eastern Towhee of 
various degrees occur almost statewide, except for the Panhandle and 
extreme southeast. Birds in most of Nebraska are of mixed heritage and can 
express this in a variety of plumages and songs. 

Eastern Towhee: There were reports west to Lincoln Co, all likely intergrades. See 
previous species. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: This species 15 doing well in Dundy Co; all reports were from 
there, including a BBS tally of 12 on 7 Jun (JGJ) and a count of 9 on 12 Jun 
(ЕКІ). 

Chipping Sparrow: Іп the extreme southwest, this species occurs only in low 
numbers; there were multiple reports from Furnas and Gosper Cos (RSt, TG, 
WE), but only one from Hayes, that on 27 Jun (ТО). 

Brewer’s Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common western Panhandle 
breeder. 
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Field Sparrow: There is only one confirmed record of breeding in the Panhandle, and 
fewer than ten breeding season reports, and so one near Lakeside, Sheridan 
Co, 22 Jun (JAg) was noteworthy. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder north and east, 
rare elsewhere. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Lark Bunting: Reports were routine of this common breeder west, uncommon west- 
central. 

Savannah Sparrow: None were reported of this locally uncommon Panhandle 
breeder. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and 
central, fairly common east. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: A survey at SCP 20 Jun yielded an excellent count of 15 (RSt). 
The only higher count is 31 ina field near Burchard іп 2007 оп 19 Aug. This 
species tends to aggregate in favorable habitat іп late summer. 

Song Sparrow: This species continues to spread slowly westward and southwestward; 
there were multiple reports from Gosper Co (WF), a part of the state where it 
has traditionally been absent until recently. In the Panhandle, away from the 
North Platte Valley in southeast Garden Co, there were these reports: five 
were at Smith L, Sheridan Co, 1 Jul (MSa), five at CSP 1 Jul (MSa), one at 
CLNWR 3 Jun (KD), and one in Grant Co 7 Jul (WF). 

Swamp Sparrow: Away from its north-central core breeding range, occurrences in 
summer are spotty and dependent on water conditions in cattail marshes. 
Thus, noteworthy were reports of one in Dixon Co 14 Jul (DHo), two in 
Lincoln Co 16 Jul (WF), and 1-2 at Tamora WMA and NLB in Seward Co 
31 Jul (DH). 

Harris’s Sparrow: None were reported of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west. ELDs are 9-10 Jun. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Reports were routine of this fairly common Pine 
Ridge resident. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: This species is doing well in the west; 16 were counted at 
Soldier Creek Wilderness, Sioux Co, 19 Jun (MMy), and 12 were at Old 
Stage Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 8 Jul, where they are "increasing every year" 
(KD). Elsewhere, chats occur mostly in the central part of the state, but 
distribution 15 spotty. Somewhat out of range were one in Dixon Со 14 Jun 
(DHo), and 1-2 in Harlan Co 1-2 Jun (JGJ, PRo). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant 
statewide breeder that occurs wherever cattails occur with good water levels. 

Bobolink: This species is generally absent in drier areas of the western Panhandle and 
southwest, and so of interest were sightings of one at Agate Fossil Beds, 
Sioux Co, 15 Jul (POI, KSo), and two along Highway 29, Sioux Co, 2 Jul 
(WBe). In the southwest, 4 were in Frontier Co 8 Jun (RSt). 

Eastern Meadowlark: This species breeds in the western Sandhills but 15 rare in drier 
areas west of there, occurring mostly in wetter years. Of interest, therefore, 
were reports (none with details) of two at Agate, Sioux Co, 19 Jul (LBe), one 
in Dawes Co 18 Jun (D&MW), and two in Dawes Co 1 Jul (MSa). 
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Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant breeder west, central, 
and northeast, common in southeast. 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Bullock’s Oriole: Reports in the eastern Panhandle and east to Lincoln Co are 
generally hybrids; several were reported (m. ob). 

Baltimore Oriole: There were a few reports without details from the Panhandle; these 
should be considered hybrids or introgressants with Bullock’s unless proven 
otherwise. The only Panhandle reports with details indicating Baltimore 
Oriole were three from Deuel Co 12 Jun-17 Jul (WF, AKr) and one from 
Oshkosh, Garden Co, 2 Jul (MSa). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Bill Flack provided an interesting discussion regarding male 
involvement in chick-rearing; the trade-off for males appears to be increased 
numbers of young fledged with male involvement versus increased numbers 
of female mates without. Flack’s observations indicated there might be clinal 
variation in male involvement across the state, but he noted the database 15 
too small to be conclusive. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Reports in summer away from the western Panhandle breeding 
range without details are suspect; there were five such reports, as far east as 
Knox Co, adding to the overall total of 60 such reports over the years, none 
documented. 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 

Great-tailed Grackle: The only report away from the known breeding range was of 
two at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 17 Jun (M&CV). 

Ovenbird: One in Harlan Co 2 Jun (РКо) was likely a migrant, as was one in Antelope 
Co 4 Jun (GR); ELDs away from known breeding areas are Jun 6-7. Breeding 
occurs in the Platte River Valley west to Saunders Co, and so two in Butler 
Co along the south side of the Platte River south of Schuyler 16 Jun (AKr) 
may indicate a range expansion there. This species does not breed westward 
in the south farther than the Missouri River counties, and so one in Webster 
Co 21 Jun (GWa) was a surprise. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: The only reports were from the northern and western limits 
of the Nebraska range (all SSc, WRS). One of two at PSP 5 Jun was recorded. 
At Rose Creek WMA, Jefferson Co, five were present 11 Jul, one recorded, 
and two were still there 28 Jul. On 11 Jul, three ofthe five known Rose Creek 
territories were still occupied. 

Black-and-white Warbler: The 1-2 at FF 11 Jun (DSa, DHo) and two at Clear Creek 
Marshes, Garden Co, 10 Jun (LBa) were likely tardy migrants; ELDs away 
from known breeding areas are 9-10 Jun. Breeding has occurred at NNF 
Bessey, but not since the 1950s, and so reports there this year 1 Jun (RW) and 
two counter-singing 3 Jun (DHo) were noteworthy, although all probably 
migrants. Fall migration can begin as early as early Jul; one was in a Bellevue 
yard 22 Jul (L&BP). 

Prothonotary Warbler: None were reported of this rare breeder southeast. 

Tennessee Warbler: One recorded at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 24 Jun (JR) was 
very late, even for this species, whose ELDs are 10-11 Jun. 
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Nashville Warbler: A male in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Jun (EB) was a bit late; 
ELDs are 30 May-2 Jun, but there are three later dates 6-9 Jun. 
MacGillivray's Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon western migrant; 
ELDS аге 3-8 Jun. 

Mourning Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common eastern migrant; 
ELDs are 12-15 Jun. 

Kentucky Warbler: The only report was of one at PRSP 15 Jun (CWo); this species 
was first reported there in 2011 and has summered each year since. 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Hooded Warbler: The only report was of a male that appeared in a Bellevue yard 19 
Jul (L&BP); this was likely a spring overshoot just wandering around. This 
species occurs annually in very low numbers in eastern Nebraska, mostly 
Apr-May, but there are now 8 records for Jun-Jul. 

American Redstart: One in Seward Co 9 Jun (AB) was tardy; previous ELDs away 
from breeding areas were 7-8 Jun. One at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 
(RSg) was also likely a late migrant; there are two previous later records in 
the west 12 and 13 Jun. 

Cerulean Warbler: None were reported of this rare eastern spring migrant which 
occasionally summers. None were reported this spring. 

Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon eastern breeder. 

Magnolia Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common eastern migrant, 
uncommon central. ELDs are 4 Jun (three times). 

Yellow Warbler: The 40 near Gothenburg on a 5-hour walk 20 Jun (AKr) was a good 
tally; summer high is 43. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: The only report was of one in a Dixon Co yard 3 Jun (JJ); 
ELDS are 5-8 Jun. 

Blackpoll Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common eastern and central 
spring migrant, uncommon west. ELDs are 7-8 Jun. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: None were reported of this common statewide 
spring migrant; ELDs in the north and west are 12-15 Jun. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: Of the 8 reports, all were probably this 
taxon. Migrants were two singing within 250 yards of each other at Sharp's 
СО, Cherry Co, 5 Jun (DSa), one photographed at LO 3 Jun (РВІ), and one 
in Deuel Co 12 Jun (AKr). This taxon is a fairly common spring migrant in 
the west, uncommon in central Nebraska. There were three reports from the 
Wildcat Hills, where breeding has not yet been confirmed despite the 16 
reports there since 1974: two оп 20 Jun (SDi), one on 4 Jul (TG), and one on 
29 Jul (JNi). The other two reports were from the expected Pine Ridge 
breeding range (MMy, MSa). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The only two reports were from FF, where breeding 
occurs: 11 Jun (AHa) and two on 23 Jul (ІСІ). 

Wilson's Warbler: One in Dixon Co 8 Jun (JJ) was a lingerer; ELDs were 7 Jun (three 
times). There are a few later reports in Jun. In the same Dixon Co yard, one 
appeared 20 Jul (JJ), the earliest fall record to date. EEDs are 8-11 Aug, but 
there are four reports 29 Jul-5 Aug. 

Summer Tanager: As this species has increased in numbers in Nebraska in recent 

years, far-flung reports are ensuing. One was singing 26 Jun-2 Jul 2017 at 
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Wiseman Monument, Cedar Co, (DSt, MB), and an immature male was 
photographed at Fort Niobrara, Cherry Co, 20 Jul 2017 (DYo photo). 

Scarlet Tanager: A late presumed migrant male was in Kearney, Buffalo Co, 13 Jun 
(LR, RH). 

Western Tanager: Breeding has not been confirmed in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts 
Bluff and Banner Cos despite several breeding season reports. This summer, 
there were four reports there 20 Jun-28 Jul, none providing evidence of 
nesting. 

Northern Cardinal: There were two reports west and north of the known breeding 
range, as this species slowly moves westward. Singles were found each day 
at Soldier Creek Wilderness, Sioux Со, 17-19 Jun (ЕКІ, ММу), an area where 
a population appears to be establishing, but one at Laing Park, Alliance, Box 
Butte Co, 19 Jun (WF) was a surprise. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Westernmost reports of this species within the putative 
central Nebraska hybrid zone, where various combinations of Black-headed 
and Rose-breasted as well as “pure” birds can occur, were of singles in Furnas 
Co 18 Jun (GR) and Gosper Co 19 Jun (GR), and, in the north, at Sharp’s 
CG, Cherry Co, 5 Jun (DSa). There were no reports of hybrids, even among 
sightings in the hybrid zone. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reversing the distribution of Rose-breasted Grosbeak, this 
Species was reported eastward in the hybrid zone to Spencer Dam, Holt Co, 
3 Jun (GR), NNF Bessey 3 Jun (4; DHo), and at Blue Hole WMA, Buffalo 
Co (AF). 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Lazuli Bunting: Reports were routine of this uncommon western breeder. 

Indigo Bunting: There were two reports of this species from the Panhandle, west of 
the narrow eastern Panhandle hybrid zone with Lazuli Bunting. One in 
Scottsbluff itself 18 Jun (MMy), along with several other recent Scotts Bluff 
Co reports, suggest pure Indigos might be moving westward in the North 
Platte River Valley, in common with other primarily eastern species. The 
other Panhandle report was of 2-4 at Soldier Creek Wilderness, Sioux Co, 
18-19 Jun (ММу); no details of plumage were provided. There are several 
previous reports of Indigo Bunting on the Pine Ridge, although many are 
likely hybrids. As with the grosbeaks (above), no hybrids of Indigo and 
Lazuli Buntings were reported this summer. 

Dickcissel: Numbers were high this summer, with several reports in the western 
Panhandle. Highest count (estimate?) was the 100 at BOL 22 Jul (MW); 
previous summer highs were 75-122. 
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The Barn Owl is among the most widespread of all birds occurring on six 
continents and in most of the lower 48 states (Marti et al. 2005). However, Barn Owl 
populations have declined in many parts of the U.S., especially іп the Midwest. Barn 
Owls have been listed as endangered, threatened, species of concern, or species at risk 
in 17 states including Nebraska, Iowa and South Dakota (Marti et al. 2005). Sharpe 
et al. (2001) reported sightings in the 1990s іп Cedar and Wayne Counties, both less 
than 50 miles from Ponca State Park. However, Barn Owls were not observed within 
100 miles of Ponca State Park in two Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Projects, with the 
nearest confirmed nest in Nebraska over 200 miles away (Mollhoff 2016). In the South 
Dakota Breeding Bird Atlas Project II, the majority of confirmed nests were in the 


Figure 1. The seven Barn Owl nestlings inside the nest site (photo by Bill Huser). 
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middle of the state in natural cavities along the Missouri River (Drilling et al. 2016). 
One nest was found along the Missouri River less than 50 miles from Ponca State Park. 
Drilling et al. reported that Barn Owls were considered common in South Dakota in 
cliff holes along the Missouri River below Gavins Point Dam. In Iowa where Barn 
Owls are listed as endangered, the Iowa Breeding Bird Atlas (1985-1990) reported 
only one confirmed nest and that was in the southern part of the state (Jackson et al. 
1996). More recently, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources has sponsored a nest 
box program for Barn Owls with record numbers of nests reported including 17 nests 
in 2016 and 38 in 2017 = (http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/DNR-News- 
Releases/ArticleID/1603/Barn-Owl-Nesting-Bonanza). Although Barn Owls were not 
found in northwest Iowa prior to 2017, nesting was confirmed in Sioux County, Iowa, 
in 2017. Barn Owl reports on ebird (https://ebird.org) from March-July 2015; the 
nearest sighting was over 100 miles away on the Yankton Reservation in South 
Dakota. Expanding the time period to 2000-2015 resulted in several reports nearer, 
most from near Gavins Point Dam in South Dakota. 


In 2015 Barn Owls (Tyto alba) nested on the floor of a grain bin in Ponca 
State Park, Dixon County. Seven nestlings were observed (Figure 1). It is believed 
that 6 fledged (one carcass was found on the floor of the bin September 26). Barn 
Owls were not observed the following spring (Jan Johnson, personal communication). 
Because there are few records of Barn Owls in the region, we collected data to better 
understand the Barn Owl nesting in Ponca State Park. Barn Owl prey and their 
importance to reproductive success has been well documented (Marti et al. 2005; 
Gubanyi et al. 1991); therefore, we analyzed Barn Owl pellets to determine their prey 
and used GIS software to analyze prey habitat near the nest site. 


Methods 


On a field trip to Ponca State Park September 26 during the 2015 Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union (NOU) fall meeting at South Sioux City, the junior author 
collected approximately 250 pellets from the Barn Owl nest site. The pellets were 
brought back to the biology lab at Concordia University and were analyzed in spring 
and summer 2016. Barn Owl pellets were dissected by soaking 5 pellets at a time in 
warm water and then teasing them apart to separate fur from bones. Small mammal 
skulls and jawbones were cleaned and used to identify prey items. Mammal prey were 
identified to taxon based on skull shape and dentition. Peromyscus leucopus (white- 
footed mouse) and Peromyscus maniculatus (deer mouse), both of which are expected 
in the diet, are difficult to distinguish based on skull shape and dentition and were 
listed as Peromyscus sp. Bird bones were present in the pellets, but were not identified 
to genus or species. 


The Ponca State Park Barn Owl nest site was in the North Addition which is 
floodplain habitat along the Missouri River. The Missouri River bounds the floodplain 
to the north, east, and southeast and deciduous forest foothills bound the floodplain on 
the west side. A 768 ha rectangle (approximately 1898 acres or 3 mi?) was drawn 
mostly within the floodplain (Figure 2) with the nest site roughly in the middle. The 
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Figure 2. Location and landcover classification based on NLCD (2011) of the 


768 ha plot surrounding Barn Owl nest at Ponca State Park. 
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map was created using ArcMap 10.5 software. GIS analysis was performed using the 
National Land Cover Database 2011 (NLCD 2011). The NLCD 2011 was the most 
recent land cover database available on the Multi-Resolution Land Characteristics 
Consortium (MRLC) website (https://www.mrlc.gov/finddata.php). Тһе vector 
format of NLCD 2011 was presented at 30 m resolution. 


Results 


A total of 358 prey were identified from pellets and debris (Table 1). Ten 
taxa of mammals made up 95% of all prey with birds the remaining 5%. Sixty-eight 
percent of all prey consisted of two rodent species, Reithrodontomys megalotis 
(western harvest mouse) and Microtus pennsylvanicus (meadow vole). 
Reithrodontomys megalotis made up 39% of all species in the diet (Table 1). 


Table 1. Number and percent of prey in Barn Owl pellets collected from the nest site at Ponca 
State Park 26 September 2015. 


м ‚ЫШ 
Prey Species No. (% о 

megalotis Mouse 138 (39 

Short-tailed Shrew | 43 (12 


White-footed or Deer 
Peromyscus sp. Mouse 2(9 


Microtus ochrogaster 
Chaetodipus hispidus Hispid Pocket Mouse 
Masked Shrew 


Meadow Jumping 
Zapus hudsonius Mouse 


| Unknown rodent species | | 
|Birdspecies | | 
[TOTAL 7 | 
Two possible Peromyscus sp. Peromyscus maniculatus, Deer Mouse апа 
Peromyscus leucopus, White-footed Mouse are not easily identified from skulls 
1 – avera 


Cultivated land and abandoned fields made up 64.5% of the 768 ha mapped 
area surrounding the nest area (Table 2, Figure 2). Grassland and pasture/hay fields, 
the habitat most often associated with Barn Owl hunting habitat, made up only 7.8% 
of the mapped area. Habitat not associated with Barn Owl foraging, including 
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woodland/shrubs, water, and developed areas, made up 27.7% of the area (Table 2). 
Prey species found in the diet associated with habitat types were based on Jones et al. 
(1983; see Table 2). 


Table 2. Percent of habitat types in a 768 ha plot surrounding the Barn Owl nest site 
at Ponca State Park North Addition. Expected prey species based on Jones et al. 
(1983). Although expected prey are listed for Woodland/Shrub Habitat, Barn Owls 
do not normally hunt in those habitats. 


Prey Species - 1. R. megalotis, 2. М. pennsylvanicus, 3. В. brevicauda, 

4. Peromyscus sp., 5. M. ochrogaster, 6. C. hispidus, 7. S. cinereus, 8. S. aquaticus, 
9. Z. hudsonius, 10. M. musculus 

a - includes deciduous forest, woody wetland, and shrub habitat 


b — includes open water and emergent herbaceous wetlands 


c - open water and developed areas (1.e., roads and sites with buildin 


Discussion 
It is significant that R. megalotis was the most common prey (39%) in the 

diet, as the average weight of adults 15 13.3 g (Table 1). In contrast, the average weight 
of adult Microtus sp., considered the major prey of Barn Owls in much of North 
America, is 57-60 g. Daily food consumption of Barn Owls in North American is 
estimated to be 100-150 g/day (Marti et al. 2005). Based on these data, Barn Owls 
would have to capture 10+ В. megalotis in contrast to only 2-3 Microtus sp. to meet 
daily energy needs. In a three year Barn Owl study in Lincoln County, NE, in the 
1980s, Microtus sp. made up 40% of prey with a high of 5196 in 1986 (Gubanyi et al. 
1991) while R. megalotis made up 18% of prey. Over the three year period of the 
study, the researchers found that when Microtus ochrogaster increased in the diet, R. 
megalotis decreased. In addition, in 1986 when the percent of M. ochrogaster was 
greatest, more nest attempts were successful and the mean number fledged per nest 
site was greater. In spite of having relatively low numbers of Microtus sp. and high 
numbers of R. megalotis in the diet, the Ponca State Park Barn Owls appeared to have 
successfully fledged 6 of 7 young suggesting food resources were adequate. 
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It is notable that less than 8% of the 768 ha plot consists of grassland and 
pasture/hay fields (Table 2, Figure 2), the habitat most associated with Barn Owl 
hunting (Marti et al. 2005). Much of the habitat in the 768 ha plot was cultivated, 
although part of the cultivated land was no longer farmed after the park added two 
tracts to the North Addition in 2001 and 2005. Restoration projects in the North 
Addition have included cottonwood forest regeneration, tall grass and wet-mesic 
prairie regeneration, wetland restoration, and oak savannah restoration (Scott 
Oligmueller, Superintendent Ponca State Park, personal communication). After the 
North Addition was added we estimate that an additional 200+ ha of cultivated fields 
in the 768 ha plot was changed to habitats that could have provided suitable prey 
habitat for Barn Owls. It should be noted that the Ponca State Park Barn Owls were 
not restricted to hunting in the area represented by the 768 ha map, and there 15 
evidence іп the diet that they may have hunted іп areas outside of the floodplain. Both 
Microtus ochrogaster (prairie vole) and Chaetodipus hispidus (hispid pocket mouse) 
are species associated with drier grassland habitats and would not be expected in the 
floodplain. Looking at Google Earth (Imagery date 11 May 2017), there appears to be 
upland grassland habitat in the foothills about 2 miles west of the nest site where both 
species would be expected. This area is outside the 768 ha mapped area. Based on 
the habitat map and diet, it appears that the foraging habitat in the area surrounding 
the nest site is less than ideal for Barn Owls. 


Tom Labedz at the University of Nebraska State Museum of Natural History 
provided specimen records from Dixon County of prey species found in the Barn Owl 
diet. With the exception of Mus musculus (house mouse) and Sorex cinereus (masked 
shrew), there were museum specimens from Dixon County for all mammal species 
found in pellets. ArcGIS online mapping software was used to map locations of 
museum specimen records. Of 95 museum specimens from Dixon County, only 
Peromyscus leucopus was found within 3 miles of the nest site. Specimens from the 
museum represent a limited sample and do not imply that prey species found in the 
diet could not be closer to the nest site. 


Although nesting 1s common in natural cavities in trees and cliffs, Barn Owls 
appear to be opportunistic when choosing nest sites as they have nested in a variety of 
enclosed areas such as church steeples, barns, grain bins (both full and empty), 
buildings, attics, and even spaces in stacks of hay (Marti et al. 2005). It appears that 
the grain bin met nest site needs for the Ponca State Park Barn Owls, and there was 
sufficient prey in the surrounding habitat for them to successfully fledge 6 of 7 
nestlings. One can only speculate on why they did not return in 2016. It may be that 
they did not survive the winter or found a better site the following spring. Gubanyi 
(personal observation) noted nesting Barn Owls that were banded returned to the same 
nest sites the following year in Lincoln County, Nebraska. 
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Barn Owls need two things to nest: suitable hunting habitat and cavities for 
nesting. Iowa has had success Іп recent years with their Barn Owl nest box program 
putting up nest boxes in areas where there 15 good Barn Owl hunting habitat. We 
recommend that people in eastern Nebraska who would like to see Barn Owls return 
to the area consider putting up nest boxes where there is suitable habitat. We know 
there are Barn Owls in close proximity in both Iowa and South Dakota that might 
breed in eastern Nebraska if they can find a nest site. Information about Iowa's Barn 
Owl program including nest box design can be found at http://www.iowadnr.gov 
/Conservation/Wildlife-Landowner-Assistance/Technical-Assistance/Barn-Owl. 
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2016 (28th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 


Mark A. Brogie - NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 


The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee (NOURC) are described in its bylaws (NOURC 2010). The committee’s 
purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to 
establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. Accidental and casual species 
for which the NOURC seeks documentation (NOURC Review List) can be found at 
the NOU website: www.NOUbirds.org. 


All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 


State List: 


The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 
(NOU 1988) and has been updated three times (NOURC 1997, 2004, 2009). The 
“Official List” has been appended twenty-six times: (Mollhoff 1989; Grenon 1990, 
1991; Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009a, 2009b, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016; Jorgensen 
2001, 2002, 2003). 

The American Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North American Birds, 
Seventh Edition (1998) and its following supplements (AOU: 2000, 2002, 2003, 
2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016) 
contain many taxonomic changes affecting North American birds. 

The following summarizes all revisions made by the AOU in 2016 
including scientific name changes and taxonomic realignment that affect the current 
published “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 2009, 
www.NOUbirds.org). This report includes all accounts submitted during the 2016 
calendar year covering 86 records with accession numbers 1772 - 1857. 


Criteria for Accepted Records: 
In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor 1s 


required with no more than one dissenting vote (NOURC 2010). Records in the 
following categories are classified as accepted: 
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I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - diagnostic, labeled photographic evidence exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the 
same bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 
same bird exist 


Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. This report summarizes all 
records accessioned in 2016, discusses any new additions to the state list, and reports 
any changes in firmness of data (1.e. placement in the above acceptance categories) 
of Nebraska birds. Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, 
as determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 2007 - 2016. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by 
the following terms (NOURC 2009): 


Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 
Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 
Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 
Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 
Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 


The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 
or 8 of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt 
most appropriate by the committee. 

With this report, the following changes are made to the “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2009" (NOURC 2009). 

2016 Additions to the *Official List of the Birds of Nebraska": 


There was one new species added in 2016. 


Anna's Hummingbird (Calypte anna), Accidental, Class I-P. 
Insert after Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri). 


The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska" now stands at 462 species. 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions (AOU 2016): 


The Fifty-seventh Supplement to the American Ornithologists’ Union 
Checklist of North American Birds (AOU 2016) has effected the following changes 
to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska" (www.noubirds.org). 
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1. New sequence of the non-passerine orders. 


The sequence of non—passerine orders between Galliformes (quail, 
pheasants, grouse) and Coraciiformes (includes kingfishers) is now as 
follows: 


Podicipediformes (grebes) 

Columbiformes (pigeons, doves) 

Cuculiformes (cuckoos) 

Caprimulgiformes (goatsuckers) 

Apodiformes (swifts, hummingbirds) 

Gruiformes (rails, gallinules, coots, cranes) 
Charadriiformes (shorebirds, gulls, terns, auks) 
Gaviiformes (loons) 

Ciconiiformes (wood stork) 

Suliformes (frigatebirds, boobies, cormorants, anhingas) 
Pelecaniformes (pelicans, bitterns, herons, egrets, night-herons, ibises) 
Cathartiformes (New World vultures) 

Accipitriformes (osprey, kites, eagles, hawks) 
Strigiformes (owls) 


2. New Sequence for some Old World passerine families. 


A group of mostly Old World passerine families moves in sequence to 
immediately follow Ptiliogonatidae (Phainopepla) and precede 
Calcariidae (longspurs). They are as follows: 


Passeridae (Old World sparrows) 
Motacillidae (pipits and wagtails) 
Fringillidae (true finches) 


3. Sandhill Crane has a scientific name change. The genus Antigone has been split 
from Grus. Sandhill Crane has changed from Grus canadensis to Antigone 
canadensis. 


4. Shorebirds (Scolopacidae) subfamilies changed in sequence. 
The new classification scheme is as follows: 


Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) 
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) 

Eskimo Curlew (Numenius borealis) 
Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 
Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) 
Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) 

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 

Red Knot (Calidris canutus) 

Ruff (Calidris pugnax) 
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Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata) 
Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) 

Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea) 
Sanderling (Calidris alba) 

Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 

Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) 

Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) 
White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Calidris subruficollis) 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) 
Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) 
Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) 
Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) 
Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) 
American Woodcock (Scolopax minor) 
Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) 

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) 
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) 

Lesser Yellowlegs (7ringa flavipes) 

Willet (Tringa semipalmata) 

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) 
Wilson’s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) 
Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) 
Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 


5. New Sequence for Vireos. 
New information on vireos constituted a change in sequence: 


Black-capped Vireo (Vireo atricapilla) 
White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) 

Bell’s Vireo (Vireo bellii) 
Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo flavifrons) 
Cassin’s Vireo (Vireo cassinii) 
Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius) 
Plumbeous Vireo (Vireo plumbeus) 
Philadelphia Vireo (Vireo philadelphicus) 
Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus) 

Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) 


2016 Changes in Frequency of Occurrence: 


1. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) changed to 
Regular. 

2. American Black Duck (Anas rubripes) changed to Regular. 

3. Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) changed to Casual. 

4. Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) changed to Regular. 
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5. Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) changed to Regular. 

6. Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris) changed to Regular. 
7. Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora cyanoptera) changed to Regular. 

8. Pine Warbler (Setophaga pinus) changed to Regular. 


The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on the above “Regular” 
species. 


Accepted Records (Received in 2016): 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) 
1. A photograph (Class I-P, RJW via JGJ) of one taken near Waterloo, 
Douglas Co 06 December 2016. Accession # 1857. 


The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 


Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) 
1. A series of photographs (01-09 January 2016) and a detailed description 
of characteristics and features pointing to wild origin were received of the 
Carter Lake, Douglas County, bird. With these details, the NOURC 
accepted the record (Class I-P, JM, RM, SM). Accession # 1837. 


This represents the second NOURC accepted record of this species. 
Other records submitted of the above bird were lacking in detail for 
approval. 


American Black Duck (Anas rubripes) 
1. A photograph (Class I-P, WL) of one taken near Bader Park, Merrick 
Co., 19 December 2015. Accession # 1789. 
2. A description (Class ІП, MW) and photograph (not deemed as stand- 
alone evidence) was received of a bird observed at Jack Sinn WMA - east, 
Lancaster Co., 07 June 2016. Accession # 1821. 


The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 


Anna’s Hummingbird (Calypte anna) 
The first state record for this species (an adult female in Omaha, Douglas 
County) was well documented. 


1. Two photographs (Class I-P, SM) by the initial observer 19 November 
2016. Accession # 1847. 

2. A series of photographs (Class I-P, BP) 20 November 2016. Accession # 
1848. 

3. A series of photographs (Class I-P, MW) 20 November 2016. Accession 
# 1849. 
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4. A photograph (Class I-P, EMB) 20 November 2016. Accession # 1851. 
5. A photograph (Class I-P, JGJ) 23 November 2016. Accession # 1852. 
6. A photograph (Class I-P, KH) 23 November 2016. Accession # 1853. 


Costa’s Hummingbird (Calypte costae) 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, RZ via DS) surfaced of a bird visiting a feeder in 
Douglas Co. near Gretna, 16 September 2010. Accession # 1825. 
This represents the third NOURC accepted occurrence of this species. 


Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis) 
1. A recording (Class I-R, CM/ErB) was received of a bird calling at 
Harvard WPA, Clay Co., 15 June 2016 (McGregor et al. 2016). Accession # 
1824. 
This represents the second NOURC accepted record of this species, the 
other also a recording (Brogie and Brogie 1987). 


Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 
1. A description (Class III, MAB) was received of a bird in winter plumage 
observed at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 22 September 2016. 
Accession # 1841. 


Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) 
1. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, JR) at Lake Ogallala, Keith 
Co., 01 January 2016. Accession # 1772. 


Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) 
1. A photograph (Class I-P, JR) was received of a single bird at Sandcove 
Lake South, Douglas Co., 30 July 2015. Accession # 1823. 


The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 


Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) 
1. A written description (Class HI, MR) was received of a 3rd year bird at 
Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., 27 January 2016. Accession # 1779. 
2. Photographs (Class I-P, JGJ) were received of a single bird at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co., 23 January 2016. Accession # 1783. 
3. Photographs (Class I-P, NA) were received of an adult bird at Branched 
Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 28 February 2016. Accession # 1791. 


The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 

Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 
1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, BH) at Wirth Bros. Lake, 
Johnson Co., 05 April 2016. Accession # 1793. 


A single bird found (LE) at Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co. was well 
documented. 
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2. Photographs (Class 1-P, MW) 30 April 2016. Accession # 1800. 
3. Photograph (Class 1-P, TG) 30 April 2016. Accession # 1801. 
4. Photograph (Class 1-P, RS) 02 May 2016. Accession # 1802. 

5. Photograph (Class 1-P, JJJ) 03 May 2016. Accession # 1803. 

6. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 08 May 2016. Accession # 1805. 


Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) 
1. A photograph (Class I-P, DG via JGJ) was received of a bird flying over 
Cottonmill Lake in Kearney, Buffalo Co., 25 July 2016. Accession # 1826. 
This represents the second NOURC accepted record of this species. 


Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus nuchalis) 
1. A series of photographs (Class I-P, JGJ) were received of a single bird 
observed at Oliver Reservoir SRA, Kimball Co., 19 September 2016. 
Accession # 1840. 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris) 
1. A series of photographs (Class I-P, SM) and a written description was 
received of a bird observed at Walnut Grove Park, Douglas Co., 22 May 
2016. Accession # 1816. 
2. A description (Class ІП, MW) and photograph (not deemed as stand- 
alone evidence) was received of a bird observed at Pawnee Lake, Lancaster 
Co., 27 August 2016. Accession # 1831. 


The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 


White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) 
1. A description (Class ІП, BP) was received of a singing bird observed in 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., NE, 08 May 2016. Accession # 1806. 
2. Photographs (Class I-P, JR/MW) were received of a singing bird 
observed in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., NE, 13 May 2016. Accession # 
1810. 
3. Photographs (Class I-P, KG) of the continuing Fontenelle Forest bird 
were taken 17 May 2016. Accession # 1813. 
4. A detailed description (Class Ш, KC) was received of a single bird 
observed at Rock Creek State Fish Hatchery, Dundy Co., 09 October 2016. 
Accession # 1845. 


Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) 
A bird discovered in mid-November in Cherry County was well 
documented. 
1. A series of photographs (Class I-P, MSS) by the initial observer 15 
November 2016. Accession # 1846. 
2. A series of photographs (Class I-P, JGJ) 20 November 2016. Accession # 
1850. 
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3. A series of photographs (Class I-P, MW) 26 November 2016. Accession 
# 1854. 
4. A series of photographs (Class I-P, MAB) 06 December 2016. Accession 
# 1856. 


Varied Thrush (/хоғеив naevius) 
1. An adult male (present since 18 January) in Howard County north of 
Cairo (Hall Co.), was photographed (Class I-P, WL) 10 February 2016. 
Accession # 1790. 
2. A description (Class ІП, RH) was received of an adult male observed in 
Wilsonville, Furnas Co., 27 March 2016. Accession # 1795. 


Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) 
An adult singing bird observed at a private residence in Loup Co. west of 
Burwell (Garfield Co.), was well documented. 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, RHe via JMu) 12 April 2016. Accession # 1796. 
2. Photographs (Class 1-P, JGJ) 14 April 2016. Accession # 1797. 
3. Photographs and video (Class 1-P, MAB) 17 April 2016. Accession # 
1798. 


A second bird іп 2016 was discovered. 

4. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, JL) at Chadron State Park, 
Dawes Co., 07 October 2016. Accession # 1844. 

Both individuals appeared to belong to the 7. с. curvirostre group. 


Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) 
A female bird initially found at Forest Lawn Cemetery, Douglas Co., 19 
December 2015 continued into February 2016. 
1. A description (Class ІП, GR) 05 January 2016. Accession # 1775. 
2. А photograph and description (Class I-P, SM) 29 January 2016. 
Accession # 1780. 
3. A photograph (Class I-P, JGJ) 30 January 2016. Accession # 1782. 
Photographs (Class I-P, MC) 05 February 2016. Accession # 1784. 
A photograph (Class I-P, PR) 31 January 2016. Accession # 1787. 
A photograph (Class I-P, KG) 09 February 2016. Accession # 1788. 
A photograph (Class I-P, BP) 30 January 2016. Accession # 1811. 


5-14: A x 


White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) 
1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, CD via JG) in rural Seward 
Co., 15 January 2016. Accession # 1777. 


Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) 
An adult bird found 05 December 2015 in the yard of the initial observer 
(MAB), 
Creighton, Knox County, continued into January 2016. 
1. Photograph (Class I-P, BH) 02 January 2016. Accession # 1773. 
2. Photograph (Class I-P, MAB) 02 January 2016. Accession # 1786. 
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Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora cyanoptera) 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, JR) were received of a female bird observed in 
Mercer Woods, Douglas Co., 10 May 2016. Accession # 1807. 


The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 


Pine Warbler (Setophaga pinus) 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, CC) were received of a single bird in Fremont, 
Dodge Co., 04 December 2016. Accession # 1855. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 


Unaccepted Records: 


Records in the following categories are considered unaccepted (NOURC 
2010): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 

М - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification 
claimed. 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 


Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee's non-acceptance of the 
record. 


Unaccepted Records (Received in 2016): 


Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) 
An adult bird first found at Levi Carter Park, Douglas Co., 02 January 2016 
was extensively documented. Several committee members questioned the 
following records, due to the lack of detailed descriptions and features of 
the bird relating to possible wild origin. 


1. Photographs (Class VI) 02 January 2016. Accession # 1774. 
2. Photographs (Class VI) 13 January 2016. Accession # 1776. 
3. Photographs (Class VI) 18 January 2016. Accession # 1778. 
4. Photographs (Class VI) 05 & 07 February 2016. Accession # 1785. 


Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) 
1. A description of two birds in Scotts Bluff Co., 12 August 2016, was 
suggestive of the species but lacked detail. Class ГУ - Accession # 1829. 


Common Gallinule (Gallinula galeata) 
1. A description of two birds at LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy Co., 13 August 
2016 was lacking in detail for approval. Accession # 1830. 
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Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 
1. A description of a single bird observed at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster 
Co., 27 September 2016 was suggestive of the species but lacked detail. 
Class V - Accession # 1842. 


Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) 
1. A description of a single bird at Bluewater Subdivision, Douglas Co., 27 
May 2016 was lacking in detail for approval. Accession # 1820. 
2. A description of a juvenile bird at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 01 
August 2016 was lacking in detail for approval. Accession # 1827. 
Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) 
1. A written description was received of a bird observed at Lake Ogallala, 
Keith Co., 23 April 2016. Although very suggestive, the description was 
lacking іп detail for approval. Class V - Accession # 1799. 


Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 
1. A description of a single bird at Wirth Bros. Lake, Johnson Co., 14 May 
2016 lacked details for approval. Class ГУ - Accession # 1812. 


Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens) 
1. A written description was received of an immature white morph bird 
observed at Little Salt Fork Marsh, Lancaster Co., 04 May 2016. Although 
very suggestive, several committee members were concerned with the 
brevity of the sighting and believed the details provided were insufficient to 
rule out similar species. Class V - Accession # 1804. 


Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus nuchalis) 
1. A description of a single bird observed at Sidney, Cheyenne Co., 12 
March 2016 was very suggestive of the species but lacked detail. Class ГУ - 
Accession # 1792. 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris) 
1. A written description of a bird observed at Mahoney State Park, Cass 
Co., 10 May 2016. Although very suggestive, the description was lacking 
in detail for approval. Class IV - Accession # 1808. 
2. A written description of a bird observed at Walnut Grove Park, Douglas 
Co., 12 May 2016. Although very suggestive, the description was lacking 
in detail for approval. Class ГУ - Accession # 1809. 
3. A description of a bird seen and heard at Indian Cave SP, Richardson 
Co., 12 August 2016 was lacking in detail for approval. Class IV - 
Accession # 1828. 
4. A description of a single bird observed at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster 
Co., 31 August 2016 was suggestive of the species but lacked detail. Class 
IV - Accession # 1833. 
5. A written description of a bird observed at Mercer Woods, Douglas Co., 
07 September 2016. Although very suggestive, the description was lacking 
in detail for approval. Class IV - Accession # 1836. 
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6. A description of a bird observed at Memphis SRA, Saunders Co., 28 
September 2016 was lacking in detail for approval. Class ГУ - Accession # 
1843. 


Gray Flycatcher (Empidonax wrightii) 
1. A description was received of a bird observed at Oliver Reservoir SRA, 
Kimball Co., 22 May 2016. Although very likely, the description was 
believed insufficient to rule out similar species. Class ГУ - Accession # 
1818. 


Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) 
1. A photograph (Class ГУ) received of a bird observed 19 February 2016 in 
Loup Co. west of Burwell (Garfield Co.), lacked in quality for approval. 
Accession # 1794. This bird was later rediscovered and approved by the 
NOURC – see Accession #’s 1796, 1797, 1798. 


Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) 
1. A description was received of three birds observed at Branched Oak 
Lake, Lancaster Co., 01 February 2016. Although suggestive, the 
description was lacking in detail for approval. Class V - Accession # 1781. 


Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora cyanoptera) 
1. A description of a bird found in Chadron State Park, Dawes Co., 28 
August 2016 was suggestive of the species but lacked detail. Class IV - 
Accession # 1832. 


Virginia’s Warbler (Oreothlypis virginiae) 
1. A description was received of a bird observed at Oliver Reservoir SRA, 
Kimball Co., 21 May 2016. Although suggestive, the description was 
lacking іп detail for approval. Class V - Accession # 1815. 


Non-Review List Records (Received in 2016): Filed Without Votes: 


The following records are those of species not on the NOURC Review List 
but have been accessioned due to other circumstances (out-of range, non-normal date 
of occurrence, unusual nesting record, etc.). These records have been filed without 
NOURC votes. 


Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Se/asphorus platycercus) 
1. Photographs (JGJ) were filed of a female bird at a feeder in Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co., 27 June 2016. Accession # 1822. 


Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) 
1. Photographs (JR) of two birds in north-central Douglas Co., 15 May 2016 
were filed. Accession # 1814. 
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Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) 
1. A description (MW) was received and filed of a bird observed at Box 
Butte Reservoir, Dawes Co., 23 May 2016. Accession # 1819. 
2. Photographs (MW) of 2 birds observed in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co., 
04 September 2016 were filed. Accession # 1834. 
3. A photograph and detailed description (NM, StM) was received and filed 
of a bird observed at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Co., 11 September 2016. 
Accession # 1838 & 1839. 


Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri) 
1. A description (MW) was received and filed of a bird observed at Pine 
Bluffs — Exit 1, Kimball Co., 22 May 2016. Accession # 1817. 
2. A description (MW) was received and filed of a bird observed at Pine 
Bluffs — Exit 1, Kimball Co., 05 September 2016. Accession # 1835. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2017 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 

P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 

silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


This fall season will be remembered as the fall with the mega-rarities. There 
were five, one of which, Pacific Wren, is a first Nebraska record. Based on occurrence 
dates, Hurricane Irma appears to have influenced the appearance of two of the megas, 
Black Vulture and Magnificent Frigatebird, neither of which provided opportunities 
for observers to view them, but both well-documented with photographs. There were 
an extraordinary TWO sightings of Harris’s Hawk, which together with the presence 
as of this writing (December 19) of one in northeast Kansas and a view of the species 
map in eBird strongly suggest a single bird was involved іп all three occurrences. 
Finally, and by no means least, а Williamson’s Sapsucker was photographed by Boni 
Edwards while she was looking for a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker! Cameras rock. 

Another mega event was a rather short-lived but intense invasion by Red 
Crossbills. They arrived in a bunch, peaked in numbers in late October, and gradually 
faded away. There were around 170 reports through the period, with an estimated total 
of around 1360 individual birds. Significant among the multitudes of expected Type 
2 birds were the first Nebraska recordings of Type 4, “Douglas Fir Crossbill". 

Much of the rest of the Fall Seasonal Report deals with mundane-by- 
comparison trends. There were summer records of ducks that don’t breed in Nebraska, 
like Ring-necked Duck and Lesser Scaup. There were several shorebird species that 
lingered late into November, including a Wilson’s Phalarope photographed in late 
November, record late by a month. Similarly, several sparrow species lingered rather 
late as well. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBL: Capitol Beach Lake, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 

CG: Campground 

CL: Carter Lake, Douglas Co & Pottawattamie Co, IA 
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
Co(s): County (ies) 

CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co 

EED: Expected Early Date 

ELD: Expected Late Date 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

HCR: Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan Co 
HMM: Hastings Municipal Museum 
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ІСӘР: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln 
MWCW: Marsh Wren Community Wetlands, Lincoln, Lancaster Co 
m.ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 

NM: National Monument 

NNF Bessey: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co 
NNF McKelvie: Nebraska National Forest, Cherry Co 
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee Lake SRA, Lancaster Co 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

RA: Recreation Area 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 

SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lancaster Co 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 


ABr: Aaron Brees. Polk Co, IA 
AF: Andrew Furman, eBird 

AGr: Alex Greene, eBird 

AHu: Aaron Hulsey, eBird 

АРІ: Andrew Pierson, Grand Island 
AZi: Amanda Ziegelbauer, eBird 


BBe: Brooke Bench, eBird 

BEd: Boni Edwards, North Platte 
ВЕ: Betsy Finch, Elmwood 

BJo: Brian Johnson, eBird 

BMa: Brooke Manes, eBird 
BMc: Barry McEwen, eBird 
BMo: Bernard Morris, eBird 

BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 
BRe: Ben Ream, eBird 
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BSa: Ben Sampson, eBird 
BSm: Brittany Smith, eBird 
ВТІ: Brian Tinker, eBird 


C&JK: Clifford & Janna Kellogg, eBird 
C&MO: Chris & Maggie Olson, Papillion 
CCr: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 

CDe: Carla Delucchi, eBird 

CDa: Colin Daro, eBird 

CHe: Corban Hemphill, eBird 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CPr: Cathy Prettyman, eBird 

CWa: Carissa Wade, eBird 


D&MW: Don & Marion Weidemann, eBird 
DH: David Heidt, Norfolk 

DMo: Douglas Montgomery, eBird 

DSt: David Stage, Elkhorn 

DT: Diane Tandelsie, eBird 

DUp: Deanna Uphoff, eBird 


EA: Edward Allen, eBird 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EBe: Eric Bents, Omaha 

EBr: Ed Brogie, Wayne 

EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln 

EKa: Eddie Kasper, eBird 
EMa: Ethan Maynard, eBird 
ERa: Edward Raynor, Lincoln 
EWI: Elizabeth Winter, eBird 


GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
GW: Gordon Warrick, Valentine 


НКН: Helen K. Hughson, Wickenburg, AZ 
НМ: Hal Mitchell, eBird 
HSt: Harald Steensland, eBird 


J&IW: Jay & Judy Wilbur, eBird 
J&LS: Jim & Linda Swenson, eBird 
JGi: Jerry Gieseking, eBird 

ЈОЈ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JGr: John Grettenberger, eBird 

JHi: Jenny Hise, eBird 

JHo: Jane Hollst, Mead 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JJu: Joe Jungers, eBird 
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JKo: John Koon, eBird 

JMa: John Manning, Omaha 
JNa: Jim Nachel, eBird 

JNi: Jonathan Nikkila, Kearney 
JO: Jim Ochsner. Ogallala 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRa: Judy Rabi, eBird 

JSS: Jason St. Sauver, Denton 
JTh: Janeal Thompson, eBird 
JVo: Joyce Votipka, eBird 


K&TM: Kenny & Tina Miller, eBird 
KBa: Kathrynne Baumtrog, eBird 
KCo: Kelly Corman, eBird 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KEc: Ken Ecton, eBird 

KGo: Katie Gooby, Omaha 

KGz: Karen Goetz, eBird 

KHa: Kadynn Hatfield, eBird 
KHo: Kathleen Howley, eBird 
KKa: Karen Kader, Omaha 

KLu: Karen Lund, eBird 

KM: Kelly McKay, eBird 

KRo: Keith Roragen, eBird 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 


L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LDe: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LHe: Lynne Hertzog, eBird 

LKe: Lynette Keeshan, eBird 

LNe: Lucas Negus, eBird 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LVe: Larry Versaw, eBird 


M&CVDB: Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
МСК: Matt Clark, eBird 

MCI: Mary Clausen, La Vista 
MLo: Matt Longabaugh, eBird 
MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 
MPe: Mark Peterson, eBird 
MRa: Miriam Rakowski, eBird 
MS: Marie Smith, Gering 

MUS: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
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NA: Noah Arthur, Lincoln 
OGo: Otto Gockman, eBird 


P&PT: Paul & Priscilla Thut, eBird 
PAI: P. Albin, eBird 

PAy: Patricia Ayres, eBird 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PHo: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

PMH: Peter M. Hill, Whiteclay 
PR: Раш Rosen. Sioux City, IA 
PRa: Paul Randall, eBird 


RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RFI: Rita Flohr, eBird 

RFu: Ryan Fuller, eBird 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RLe: Rachel Lech, eBird 

RRu: Robert Russel, eBird 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 


SFI: Steven Flexman, eBird 

SFr: Steve Frye, eBird 

SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SLe: Sandra Lemmon, eBird 
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SMI: Steve Mlodinow, eBird 
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
SW1: Sarah Winnicki, eBird 


TDe: Todd Deininger, eBird 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Milford 

TLe: Tony Leukering, eBird 
TPa: Taylor Paez, eBird 

TR: Tommie Rogers, eBird 

TSc: Tom Schulenberg, eBird 
TSh: Tyrone Shaw, eBird 


WBe: Wendy Becker, eBird 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 

WK: William Kaempfer, Boulder, CO 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, ГА 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: There were two reports, one of 8 photographed near 
Atkinson, Holt Co, 21 Oct (RLe), and another of 4 that arrived in late May at 
a pond near Raymond, Lancaster Co, that were last seen 3 Aug (m. ob.). 

Snow Goose: Best count of this uncommon summer visitor was the 7 at BOL 6-12 
Aug (т. об.). 

Ross’s Goose: The 232 in Keith Co 17 Nov (EKa) was the second-best fall tally on 
record. High is 400. Numbers in fall are much lower than in spring. 
Greater White-fronted Goose: First flocks were detected rather early, on 8 Oct; of 
three such reports, the best count was 250 in Saline Co (ЈОЈ). EEDs are 
(were) 4-9 Oct. A good westerly count was the 459 in Keith Co 17 Nov 

(EKa). 

Brant: The only report of this less-than-annual fall migrant was of one shot and 
photographed in Burt Co 29 Oct (fide EBe). The photo shows white 
underparts indicative of the eastern North American subspecies Branta 
bernicla hrota; most Nebraska records identified to subspecies are of the 
dark-bellied western В. Б. nigricans. 

Cackling Goose: The 2884 in Hall Co 8 Nov (JNi) was second-best fall tally on 
record; high is 5042. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Mute Swan: There were reports from 5 locations, all in Douglas Co, of 1-2 birds, all 
adults (m. ob.). None appeared to be wild birds. 

Trumpeter Swan: The long-standing breeding pair near Ravenna, northern Buffalo 
Co, was again successful, with two young 6 Aug (LR, RH). An adult at 
Prairie Queen RA, Sarpy Со, 27 Aug (ЈН!), 29 Sep (L&BP) and 7 Oct (KRo 
photo) had been present since May. First migrants were about on time; 2-8 
were at DeSoto NWR, Washington Со, 9-11 Nov (ТРа, ККа). 

Tundra Swan: The only report of this rare but annual fall migrant was of two in 
Dakota Co 7 Nov (PR). 

Wood Duck: This species is doing well. Previous high fall counts were 72-117, but 
this fall 107 were at 234th St Wetlands just south of W Dodge Road in 
Douglas Co 15 Oct (JR), and 85 were at Heron Haven, Douglas Co, 6 Sep 
(BP). These are the 3rd and 4th best fall counts on record. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Cinnamon Teal: As many as 14 were reported at LO 16 Sep (KM, WK; details); this 
is a record high fall count and a rather late date, since ELDs are 19-22 Sep. 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Eurasian Wigeon: None were reported of this currently less-than-annual migrant; 
there are reports in only 5 ofthe last 10 years (2008, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015). 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

American Black Duck: None were reported of this currently less-than-annual 
migrant; there are reports in only 7 of the last 10 years. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
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Canvasback: There had been only 7 previous reports mid-Jul through mid-Sep; EEDs 
are 23-24 Sep. This fall there were three: one was at Imperial SL, Chase Co, 
22 Aug (BMo), two were at LO 2 Sep (JR, MW, ERa), and a male was at 
CBL at least 7-16 Sep (ERa). This species 15 not expected away from its 
breeding range as a molt migrant. 

Redhead: Reports in Aug-early Sep away from breeding areas are unusual; 8 were at 
LO 2 Sep (JR, MW, ERa). EEDs are 13-18 Sep. 

Ring-necked Duck: This species does not breed in Nebraska; indeed, since 2000 there 
have been only three breeding season reports in the western Sandhills. Two 
of those were this fall: one on 17 Aug southeast of Lakeside in northern 
Garden Co (TLe) and five on 21 Aug at CLNWR (BJo). EEDs are 7-10 Sep. 

Greater Scaup: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Lesser Scaup: This species does not breed in Nebraska, and summer reports are rare. 
One was at Scottsbluff SL, Scotts Bluff Co, 9 Aug (НМІ), and presumably 
the same one was seen at BOL 6-25 Aug (LE). 

Surf Scoter: This was a great fall for this species; some 27 were reported from 12 
different locations 11 Oct-25 Nov (m. ob.). Best count was the 9 at СВГ, 28 
Oct (LE), tying the previous record high. 

White-winged Scoter: As with Surf Scoter, this species was widespread, although the 
total of 20 (from 8 locations 6-28 Nov) was lower than that for Surf Scoter, 
which is unusual. Best count was 7 at Summit Lake SRA, Burt Co, (BSm, 
photo). 

Black Scoter: Generally, this is the rarest of the scoters in Nebraska; 6 were reported, 
three at Walnut Creek RA, Sarpy Co, 7 Nov (CNK), two at BOL 6 Nov (LE), 
and one at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 2 Nov (TG). 

Long-tailed Duck: This was a good fall for reports of this species; 12 in all were 
reported from 7 locations 7-28 Nov, including a cooperative 6 at CL, found 
18 Nov (JR, m. ob.). This is the 4th overall report of 6 birds; high count is 
11. 

Bufflehead: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Barrow's Goldeneye: None were reported of this rare winter visitor; EEDs are 13-15 
Nov. 

Hooded Merganser: Impressive numbers were reported this fall. Previous high 
counts were 89-312, but this fall there were three tallies in this range: 196 
were at L Yankton, in Cedar Co, 9 Nov (JGJ), 104 at BOL 1 Nov (LE), and 
86 at CL 12 Nov (WRS). 

Common Merganser: Sightings mid-Aug through Sep in Scotts Bluff and Keith Cos 
are probably of molt migrants. Four were at LO 16 Aug (JSS), and there were 
three reports from locations in North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff Co: L 
Minatare 6 and 30 Sep (AHu, TR) and L Alice 21 Aug (LVe). A female at 
Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 16 Sep was unexpected (WRS, PD, C&MO). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Two at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co, 16 Sep (L&BP) 
were the 2nd-earliest on record for fall. 

Ruddy Duck: Records in Aug away from the breeding range are probably of non- 
breeding immatures; Ruddies usually do not breed until two years old. Such 
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birds may have been one at Smith WPA, Clay Co, 5 Aug (MW) and two at 
HCR 11 Aug (CHe). 

Northern Bobwhite: Occurrence in the north and west is sporadic; two were near 
Rushville 4 Nov (D&MW). 

Gray Partridge: An intriguing report was of two juveniles found dead on a road near 
Lakeside, southern Sheridan Co 21 Aug (RRu). Although the species’ 
stronghold is northeast Nebraska, there were scattered reports west to Dawes 
Co in the first Breeding Bird Atlas 1984-1989. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: A rancher in southeastern Arthur Co reported that fewer Sharp- 
tailed grouse and more Greater Prairie-Chickens were being encountered in 
his area (fide TEL). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: This species wanders southeastward from its breeding 
range on occasion in fall; possible examples were singles in Seward Co 8 
Nov (JSS) and in Dodge Co 22 Nov (DT). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Horned Grebe: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Red-necked Grebe: There were two reports of this rare fall migrant: one at LO 16-17 
Sep, seen by many NOU birders, and one at НСК 10 Nov (PD). LO 15 
becoming a dependable location, although breeding has not yet occurred 
there. 

Eared Grebe: Large numbers occur at CLNWR in summer; by Aug, aggregations 
become evident, such as the 266 there 18 Aug (D&MW ). 

Western Grebe: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, fall migrant 
west and central, uncommon east. 

Clark's Grebe: The only report away from LM was of one with presumably migrating 
Western Grebes near Wallace, Lincoln Co, 16 Sep (GR). 

Rock Pigeon: The 250 in La Vista, Sarpy Co, 6 Aug (P&PT) was a record high non- 
CBC count. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

White-winged Dove: As has been the seasonal norm the last couple of years, there 
were 8 reports throughout the period, 6 of singles at each of 6 locations, and 
two of multiple birds. A family group of adults with two juveniles was at 
Mead, Saunders Co, 10 Sep and seven were there 2 Aug (JHo); last birds 
were seen 15 Sep (JHo). As described in the Summer 2017 Seasonal Report, 
this constitutes the 5th breeding record for the state. Multiple birds were also 
attending a feeder in North Platte, Lincoln Co, through at least late Nov; best 
count there was eight (fide RS). Breeding seems likely here also. 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The only report of this now-rare species was of one at BOL 15 
Aug (LE). Since Nebraska is near the southern edge of its breeding range, it 
is possible that the decline in Nebraska is related to a northeastward shift of 
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its summer range, as in the case of several of more southerly species that are 
breeding more often in southern Nebraska. 

Common Nighthawk: ELDs are 22-24 Oct, but overall Oct records are few. There 
were two this fall: 7-11 were over Douglas Co 5-8 Oct (JR), and 7 were over 
Lincoln 6 Oct (ЈОЈ). 

Common Poorwill: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west and 
central. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: None were reported; there are only 7 records after Jun, either 
due to lack of calling after breeding, or early departure. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: None were reported of this common eastern fall migrant, 
rare central. The absence of reports is for similar reasons to those for Chuck- 
will’s-widow, although ELDs for Whip-poor-will are 20-24 Sep. 

Chimney Swift: Last reported were 8 over Douglas Co 20 Oct (JR); ELDs in the east 
are 24-27 Oct. 

White-throated Swift: All reports were from Scotts Bluff Co, including a record late 
date of 7 flying around Scotts Bluff NM 20 Oct (AHu) and a good fall count 
of 60 at the same location 2 Sep (JR, ERa, MW). Previous ELDs were 29 
Sep-2 Oct and high counts were 53-150. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: In fall, migrants occur uncommonly westward into 
east central Nebraska; there were 3 reports from Buffalo Co 18 Aug-27 Sep 
(AF, PAy, JNi) and one from Kearney Co 22 Aug (BJo). Farther west, where 
rare, one was at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 13 Sep (KBa), and there 
were two reports from Lincoln Co, one at a feeder near Sutherland 26 Sep-2 
Oct (WBe), and one at a Snell Canyon feeder 19 Aug (TSh). 

Black-chinned Hummingbird: Perhaps an indicator of things to come as this species 
expands its range northward on the western Great Plains, a female was in a 
Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co, yard 15 Aug (KD, details). This is apparently the 
5th record with some documentation, although there are a few more sightings 
that are as yet undocumented. The state’s first was as recent as 2012. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The reports were all from Scotts Bluff Co; 1-2 were in 
a Mitchell yard 2-20 Aug (KD), and another was at the Smith feeder іп Gering 
20 Aug (MS, KD). 

Rufous Hummingbird: Apart from expected occurrences in Scotts Bluff Co 6 Aug- 
5 Sep (KD, m. ob.), two were farther east: one in an Ogallala, Keith Co, yard 
14 Aug (JO) was thought by Sheri Williamson to be a juvenile female, and 
another was at CLNWR 21 Aug (МСК, KGz). 

Calliope Hummingbird: There were reports from two Scotts Bluff Co locations. Up 
to three were at the Smith feeders 20 Aug-3 Sep (MS, m. ob.), and 1-2, 
including two young males 6-7 Aug, were at the DeLara feeders 3-15 Aug 
(KD). Rare farther east, one photographed at North Platte, Lincoln Co, was 
present 26-30 Sep (BEd, WBe). 

Virginia Rail: Best count was 9, consisting of responses of five and four birds m two 
cattail locations in Keith Co 6 Aug (SMa); these may have been local- 
breeding family groups or early migrants. 

Sora: One at the new Marsh Wren Community Wetlands, Lancaster Co, 29 Oct (EJa) 
was rather late; ELDs are (were) 24-31 Oct. 
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American Coot: Best count was the 4000 at LO 16 Sep (KM); high fall counts are 
6315-17,359. 

Sandhill Crane: Reports from a wetland one mile north of Lake Wanahoo, Saunders 
Co, this summer are suggestive of breeding there. There were reports of one 
there on 1 Jul and three on 25 Jul (see Summer Seasonal Report), followed 
by several reports of three through 12 Nov (PHo, TG). At other breeding 
sites in Nebraska, young are seen in Jun, and so the three birds may have been 
a family group. Breeding has occurred since 2013 at Hutton Niobrara Ranch 
Wildlife Sanctuary; this year two juveniles were seen with an adult on 3 Aug 
(GW). Breeding apparently occurred in two other Rock Co locations, one on 
private property “just west” of Hutton Sanctuary and the other in “east- 
central” Rock Co (GW). 

Whooping Crane: Due to its protected status, few sightings are publicly reported, 
although data is generally available on various websites. Of interest this fall 
was the appearance of 10 near Overton, Dawson Co, 15 Nov (LKe photo), as 
well as the peregrinations of a radio-tagged yearling from the White Lake, 
Louisiana, introduced flock. This bird, L3-16, left Louisiana in May, went 
as far north as Saskatchewan, then back-tracked south, including western 
Nebraska just prior to its appearance in Kansas 20-21 Oct (fide JGJ). It was 
not sighted in Nebraska. 

Black-necked Stilt: The only report away from Garden and Sheridan Cos was of five 
photographed at near Tamora WPA, Seward Co, on the rather late date 5 Sep 
(RFI). This is one of only 7 dates after Aug for this species, latest 14 Oct. 

American Avocet: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west and central, 
fairly common east. 

Black-bellied Plover: This species tends to be a late migrant in fall, ELDs 9-11 Nov; 
one in Loup Co 6 Nov (MB) was pushing the limits. Fewer than 10 were 
reported. 

American Golden-Plover: As with Black-bellied Plover, this species can be a late 
migrant also. Four were in Loup Co 6 Nov (MB); ELDs are 14-20 Nov. 
Adults are rare іп fall, as many migrate southeastward to the Atlantic Coast. 
This Aug, however, there were a few reports of adults, these only the 22nd- 
24th Jul-Aug records. One was in Saunders Co 12 Aug (JGJ), two in Clay 
Co 19 Aug (ЈОЈ), and one was in Lancaster Co 29 Aug (LE). Earliest juvenile 
reported was with an adult at Tamora WPA, Seward Co, 4 Sep (JGJ). 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 

Piping Plover: A bird banded in Jun 2017 as a chick on an alkali lake in North Dakota 
(fide Megan Ring) was photographed at Tamora WPA, Seward Co, 31 Jul-2 
Aug (SKr, photo). The only other report was of one at LNB 21 Aug (JJ). 

Killdeer: Best count was the 346 at Theesen WPA, Clay Co, 19 Aug (JGJ). High 
counts are 800-1000! 

Mountain Plover: None were reported from Nebraska, but in recent years researchers 
have found flocks in Sep in Nebraska and Oct in Colorado. Three flocks of 
50-102 birds using freshly-drilled wheat fields (JTh) were seen in 
southeastern Colorado 10-11 Oct. 
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Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Long-billed Curlew: Only the 4th eastern fall record was of one at Tamora WPA, 
Seward Co, 1 Sep (LE, details). The four records are in the period 27 Jun-13 
Sep. 

Hudsonian Godwit: Only the Sth fall record for the state was one in Saunders Co 18 
Aug (CNK). The description suggests it was an adult, the second such record; 
there are three records of juveniles. In fall, this species migrates to and along 
the Atlantic Coast. 

Marbled Godwit: The only report was of one well-photographed at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Lancaster Co, 2-3 Sep (EA, BP). Very rare in fall in the east, most migrate 
through the Panhandle and west-central Nebraska. 

Ruddy Turnstone: In fall, this species is less-than-annual in the state, with about 37 
reports in all. This fall, the single report was of a juvenile photographed at 
Tamora WPA, Seward Co, 27 Aug (NA). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant central, fairly 
common east and west. 

Sanderling: Another of the shorebirds that can be a later migrant, one at Lake 
Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 1 Nov (CNK) was rather late; ELDs are 10-15 Nov. 

Dunlin: Also a later migrant, mainly because adults don’t migrate until the juveniles 
are ready, one in Loup Co 6 Nov (MB) was still well inside the ELDS of 21- 
30 Nov. There are two winter records as well. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Only the 5th Panhandle record was of one photographed 
at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Со, 7 Sep (AHu). Also westerly, where still 
unexpected, were 1-3 at Omaha Beach, LM 16-17 Sep (JGJ, m. ob.). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Rather late were singles in Saunders Co 8 Nov (LE) and Dodge 
Co 10 Nov (LE); ELDs are 14-16 Nov. A good count was the 618 at a Butler 
Co wetland 12 Aug (JGJ); fall highs are 768-1200. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Western Sandpiper: More than usual were reported, most with good pics showing 
rufous scapulars. One was at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 4 Aug (LE), 
one was at Tamora WPA, Seward Co, 12-13 Aug (MW, BP, JSS), 4 on 26 
Aug and one on 7 Sep were in Lincoln Co (WBe), one was at Tamora WPA 
8 Sep (NA), two were in Custer Co 17 Sep (KM), and two were at LNB 4 
Nov (МЕ, NA, LKe). The 4 Nov sighting 15 the latest date on record; ELDs 
are 20-28 Oct. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: ELDs are 13-19 Nov, and so two at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders 
Co, 13 Nov (LE) were rather late. Also tardy were 3 at Conestoga Lake, 
Lancaster Co, 7 Nov (LE), 4 in Loup Co 6 Nov (MB) and one in Sarpy Co 6 
Nov (СМК). 
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American Woodcock: The only reports of this elusive migrant were of one in 
Lancaster Co 26 Sep (EJa, photo) and four rather late at Lake Wanahoo 12 
Nov (J&LS). ELDs are 18-20 Nov. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Spotted Sandpiper: One at Summit L SRA, Burt Co, 21 Oct (SMa) was rather late; 
ELDs are (were) 19-22 Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Willet: This species is much less numerous in fall than in spring; there were only two 
reports of migrants. One was in Keith Co 16 Sep (CNK) and two were at 
Tamora WPA 8 Oct (ТЛУ); the latter sighting is noteworthy in that there are 
only six other records in Oct, and only one later, on 8 Nov. ELDs are 27-29 
Sep. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Presumably the same three birds were seen at Rowe Sanctuary, 
Buffalo Co, 22 and 26 Nov (AP1); ELDs are (were) 17-18 Nov, but there are 
several later dates, about a dozen, stretching into Jan. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: ELDs are 20-22 Oct, with no later dates. Amazingly, one was 
photographed at North Platte SL, Lincoln Co, a full month later, on 25 Nov 
(КЕП). It was with another phalarope whose identity was not clear from the 
photo; it may have been a Red-necked, whose ELDs are no later than those 
of Wilson’s. 

Red-necked Phalarope: This species is generally rare in fall in the east, but this year 
there were several reports. Tamora WPA hosted 1-3 from 5-13 Aug (JGJ, 
m.ob.), CBL had several from 7-27 Sep (ERa, MW, LE), including a high 
count of nine on 16 Sept, and another (based on photos) was at Tamora WPA 
8-10 Sep (NA, JGi). 

Jaeger sp.: The only possibility for an entry here was of an all-dark bird whose 
behavior and size certainly was suggestive of a Jaeger, at LNB 14 Nov (MN). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: None were reported of this rare statewide fall migrant; 
EEDs are 30 Oct-4 Nov. 

Sabine’s Gull: One at BOL 23 Oct (NA video) was rather late; ELDs are 20-23 Oct. 
This was a below-average year for this species, with only about 6 individuals 
reported at 4 locations (m. ob.). 

Bonaparte's Gull: One at LNB 21 Aug (JJ) was rather early; EEDs are 18-20 Aug. 
The 266 at CBL 13 Nov (LE) was a good count; fall highs are 367-765. 

Franklin's Gull: Large numbers pass though Nebraska and provide observers a 
challenge in estimating the size of flocks. Best estimates were the 30,000 on 
13 and 16 Oct at CBL and the same number at BOL 19 Oct (LE). While 
impressive, these numbers are dwarfed by the high counts: 85,000-300,000. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

California Gull: As expected, reports were all from LM, involving at least one 
juvenile, on 16 Sep (JGJ), and 1-10 adults from 6 Aug-24 Nov, including 5 
on 24 Nov (ABr). 

Herring Gull: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Iceland (Thayer's) Gull: None were reported; EEDs are 1 Nov (three times). 
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Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species is a migrant in Nebraska, with fall EEDs and 
ELDs 24 Aug-3 Jan. Thus, a second summer-plumaged bird at LM 6 Aug 
(SMa, photo) was unexpected; it may have been the same bird reported there 
in Jun. It is only the 11th record 16 May-7 Aug. Best count at LM, where all 
reports but one originated, was 4 on 24 Nov (BP). Elsewhere, one in first 
winter plumage was at BOL 28 Nov (LE). 

Glaucous Gull: Adults are often among the first to arrive in fall; one was 
photographed along the Missouri River in Burt Co 27 Nov (BRe). Two others 
were reported: one at LNB 24 Nov (LR, RH) and one at BOL 30 Nov (NA, 
LE). 

Great Black-backed Gull: An adult was at LM 17 Sep (NA photo, KM) and was still 
present 8 Oct, when it was undergoing pre-basic molt (ERa). This is the 17th 
fall record; interestingly, the 6 records for Sep are all of adults, and the later 
11 records are of immatures. There are about 30 records for the state. 

Least Tern: The 13 adults and immatures at Schilling WMA, Cass Co, 16 Aug (SMa) 
was a good tally; fall highs are 16-25. The only report from LM was of 1-2 
at Martin Bay, a known nesting area, 6-7 Aug (SMa). 

Caspian Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Common Tern: The only report of this uncommon statewide fall migrant was of one 
in basic plumage at PL 26 Sep (SKr photo). 

Forster’s Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Red-throated Loon: Only the 22nd fall record of this less-than-annual fall migrant 
was one at Offutt Base Lake, Sarpy Co, 29 Oct-11 Nov (JGJ, m. ob.). Distant 
photographs of one reported at PL 4 Nov (M&CVDB) were not clear enough 
to distinguish between Red-throated and Pacific Loons. 

Pacific Loon: Apart from the possible Pacific mentioned above, the only report was 
of one at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 20 Nov (TDe). There are about 70 fall 
records of this regularly-occurring fall migrant. 

Common Loon: This species is rare in summer in the east; most are non-breeding 
immatures. There were a surprising two reports, one of a bird lingering from 
summer, the other possibly the same individual. One at BOL 6 Aug may 
have been present since spring (LE); it was the only loon still there as late as 
29 Jul. It may have been the same immature bird seen circling over Burchard 
Lake SRA, Pawnee Co, 21 Aug (PAI, details). 

Magnificent Frigatebird: A belated report with photographs taken by Traci Strazdas 
showing an adult male at Copper Dollar Cove, Plattsmouth, present “a couple 
weeks" through 23 Sep came to light; it was no doubt a product of Hurricane 
Irma, which hit the Gulf Coast around 10 Sep (fide JR). If accepted by the 
NOU Records Committee, this will be the second confirmed record for the 
state. 

Neotropic Cormorant: The bird that summered at BOL was last reported 25 Aug 
(LE). It 1s the 25th record for the state, all in summer, 12 Mar-26 Nov. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 
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American Bittern: Two at Smith WPA, Clay Co, 5 and 12 Aug (MW, SMa) may 
have been local breeders, as may have been two at Tamora WPA 19 Aug (BP, 
SKr); breeding is sporadic in the RWB. EEDs away from known breeding 
locations are 22-25 Aug. 

Least Bittern: Conditions at Smith WPA, Clay Co, must have suited bitterns; up to 4 
Leasts were there 5-12 Aug (MW photo, SMa). The only other reports were 
of one at PL 4 бер (JSS), and a very late bird in Stanton Co 3 Nov (WF), 
which is the first Nov record for the state, and latest by 15 days. 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Great Egret: This species is rare in fall in the Panhandle; unusual therefore were two 
reports of multiple birds, 4 at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 16 Aug (RSg), 
and 5 at CLNWR 21 Aug (SFr). 

Snowy Egret: There were four reports of this uncommon statewide fall migrant: up 
to 5 were at LM 16-17 Sep (JGJ, m.ob.), and singles were at BOL 16 Sep 
(MW) and in Dodge Co 25 Sep (CCr photo), and 8 were at Tamora WPA 3 
Oct (TJW, details). 

Little Blue Heron: The only report of this rare fall migrant was of an immature 
photographed in Cheyenne Co 2 Sep (MB, EBr); it constitutes the first record 
for the Panhandle. 

Cattle Egret: This species is rare in the Panhandle, and so three in Arthur Co 15 Sep 
(KM) were noteworthy. 

Green Heron: The 6 at 234th St Wetlands just south of W Dodge Road in Douglas 
Co, 16 Aug (JR) was a good count; high count is 8 (three times). One in 
Blaine Co 22 Aug (WF) was at the northwestern edge of the Nebraska range. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Rather late was an immature at BOL 24 Nov (LE); 
ELDs are 22-24 Nov. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Some interesting reports were received, including the 
6th Panhandle report, one photographed at Alliance, Box Butte Co, 27 Aug 
(fide BT1), and a northerly bird photographed at O'Neill, Holt Co, 25 Sep 
(fide JGJ, CWa photos). More expected were one at Tamora WPA 12-15 
Aug (SMa, m. ob.) and 2-4 at NLB 28 Aug-9 Sep (TJW, m. ob.). 

Glossy Ibis: This species is difficult to identify and document in fall; only the 6th such 
record was of an immature with White-faced Ibis at Tamora WPA 8 Sep (NA, 
photos). 

White-faced Ibis: One near Garrison, Butler Co, 5 Nov (fide JR, CDa photo) was 
rather late; ELDs are 11-13 Nov. Best count was the 97 at Prairie Dog WPA, 
Kearney Co, 16 Sep (MW); high fall counts are 111-245. 

Black Vulture: A stunning event was the capture of an uninjured immature Black 
Vulture in a Lincoln, Lancaster Co, yard 23 Sep; it was transferred to Raptor 
Recovery at Elmwood (DMo, photo) and released in Oklahoma 23 Nov 
(BFi) It appeared at the same time as the aforementioned Magnificent 
Frigatebird, so clearly it was an exhausted hurricane/tropical storm-driven 
bird. 

The history of this species in Nebraska 15 poorly documented. There 15 a 
specimen at Hastings Municipal Museum (HMM 2649) collected 14 Jul 1916 
in Franklin Co, and 7 other reports and specimens with no or poor 
documentation, all pre-1963. There is no pattern to the dates of these old 
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This Black Vulture, Nebraska’s second, and first documented since 1916, was found 
unharmed in a Lincoln, Lancaster Co, yard 23 Sep and transferred to Raptor 
Recovery at Elmwood, Cass Co; it was released in Oklahoma 23 Nov 

(Betsy Finch, pers. comm.). Photo courtesy of Douglas Montgomery. 
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records. Thus, to be parsimonious, I believe that the only “good” record for 
the state is the 1916 specimen, given that it is the only summer record, a 
season when this species would be expected. Therefore the current record 
would be the first in 101 years. 

The annual hawk watch at the Hitchcock Nature Center, only a few miles 
across the Missouri River in Iowa, has reported this species twice: one was 
seen 22 Sep 2002 and another on 20 Aug 2005, and there have been an 
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additional five records in Iowa since 2005, with no seasonal pattern 
(http://iowabirdrecords.org/Reports/Accepted.aspx). 

Turkey Vulture: Best counts were 200 on 23 Sep at BOL (EA), and 157 in Custer Co 
17 Sep (KM). High counts are 200-300. 

Osprey: Three of the five previously-successful nests in Scotts Bluff Co again each 
had fledged 2-3 young this year by 10 Aug (KD). The two remaining nests, 
at Winters Creek Lake and Jirdon's Old Feedyard south of Morrill, had 
incubating birds in Jun but were abandoned in Jul (KD). The Keystone nest, 
Keith Co, had young 28 Jun (see Summer Report), but, although the outcome 
was not reported, reports of birds around LO 1-6 Aug (SMa, MUs) suggest 
successful fledging. Holmes Lake in Lincoln hosted 1-3 Ospreys 19 Oct-28 
Nov (EJa, m. ob.), the latter a rather late date; ELDs are steadily getting later, 
now at 28-29 Nov. 

Mississippi Kite: Best count at Ogallala, Keith Co, the state's best-known breeding 
site, was 16-20 kettling on 6 Aug (JO). Four were over nearby Brule 5 Aug 
(JO), a date suggestive of breeding there. Most reports were during late Aug 
(m. ob.), likely fall dispersers, but one in Loup Co 21 Sep (KS) was rather 
late; ELDs are 29 Sep-1 Oct. 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide fall migrant. 

Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, statewide 
fall migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: The only report of this rare fall migrant and winter visitor was 
of an adult female in Knox Co 18 Nov (MB). 

Harris's Hawk: One would think occurrences of Magnificent Frigatebird and Black 
Vulture could not be topped, but reports of Harris's Hawk from not one but 
two locations might be even more noteworthy. First was one found along the 
Niobrara River adjacent to Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 5 Nov (WF, photo). This 
bird was seen by several observers through 9 Nov. Rather incredibly, a 
Harris's Hawk was photographed at Swanton RA, Saline Co, 16 Nov (TJW, 
photo) Тһе photographs did not allow determination of whether the same 
bird was involved, although the subsequent presence of a Harris's Hawk in 
northeastern Kansas 27-29 Nov is strongly suggestive of a single bird making 
its way south from Knox Co. There were no other northerly sightings on the 
Great Plains that might have indicated a general northward dispersal 
movement. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: There were two reports of this rare southeastern breeder or 
resident and rare fall migrant. One at WP 25 Sep was recorded (NA); 
spectrographic analysis supported the claimed identification (SSc). Another 
was heard at a known previous location at the northern end of PL 26 Nov; 
comparison with taped recordings supported this identification also (WRS). 

Broad-winged Hawk: The trend of increasing numbers of westerly reports continued 
apace, boosted by the presence of NOU members based in Ogallala, Keith 
Co, for their Fall Meeting. Of 20 overall reports for the Panhandle, 14 are 
since 2000. Reports related to this fall's NOU meeting were of a dark bird in 
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This Harris’s Hawk, Nebraska’s 4th, was photographed by Bill Flack іп Knox County 
5 Nov 2017. 
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Arthur Co 16 Sep (TJW, BEd photo), and singles in Deuel Co 16 Sep (WF), 
Garden Co 17 Sep (WF), and McPherson Co 17 Sep (SQ). Another westerly 
report was of опе in Dundy Co 22 Aug (ВМо); this was rather early for a 
migrant, as EEDs are 20-22 Aug. 

Swainson’s Hawk: An impressive tally was the 400 over CSP 21 Sep (AHu); high 
counts, however, are in the thousands (six such records). 

Red-tailed (Krider’s) Hawk: One was well-photographed in Sarpy Co 15 and 27 Nov 
(ЕМ/л). Another photographed in Dawes Со 18 Sep (LHe, m. ob.) showed 
some intergrade characteristics; birds breeding on the Pine Ridge are 
probably mostly intergrades of this form, generally thought to be a color 
morph of eastern Buteo jamaicensis borealis Red-tails. 


This Red-tailed (Кпдег' 5) Hawk was photographed by Elizabeth Winter in Sarpy Co. 
27 Nov 2017. The reduced but present patagial markings are clearly visible, as 1s the 
white face. The breast streaking is perhaps more prominent than might be expected. 


Red-tailed (Western Red-tailed) Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common 
statewide fall migrant. 

Red-tailed (Harlan’s) Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
fall migrant and visitor. 

Rough-legged Hawk: One in Logan Co 17 Sep (SQ) was rather early; EEDs are 14- 
16 Sep. 
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Ferruginous Hawk: As expected, none were reported in the east; this is an uncommon 
fall migrant west and central, rare east. 

Golden Eagle: On occasion, immatures appear in the east in fall; one was at Offutt 
Base Lake, Sarpy Со, 29 Oct (CNK, L& BP, KGo, MCI). 

Barn Owl: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder and fall migrant, 
mostly in the southwest. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: This is shaping up to be a very good year in terms of numbers. Arrival 
was record early; previous EEDs were 11-12 Nov, and, even in the huge 
invasion of 2011-2012, the first sighting was 8 Nov. This year, no fewer than 
three were reported in Oct, the first Oct reports known for the state. Singles 
were at LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy Со, 29-30 Oct (ЈОЈ, m. ob.), in McPherson 
Co 30 Oct (fide TJW), and near Sparks, Cherry Co, 31 Oct (fide JGJ). Also 
rather early was one in Pierce Co 8 Nov (JMa); it was probably the same bird 
found dead from a vehicle collision there 17 Nov (fide LNe). Additional 
reports were of one in Custer Co 14-16 Nov (KS, MB, EBr, PR), one at GPD 
22-28 Nov (RD, PR), and one found dead in Dixon Co 26 Nov (fide MB). 

Burrowing Owl: The 11 near Parks, Dundy Co, 18 Sep (PR) was a good count; fall 
highs are 11-22. 

Barred Owl: One in Wayne Co 7 Nov (EBr) was in an area with few reports. This 
Species occurs mostly along major riparian corridors. Its range barely reaches 
Polk Co in the Platte River Valley; one was there 21 Oct (MN). 

Long-eared Owl: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall and winter 
visitor. 

Short-eared Owl: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One heard calling in cedar canyons in southeastern Lincoln 
Co 2 Oct was only the third such occurrence noted by the observer in quite a 
few years of residence there; all three instances were in early Oct (LDe). 
Perhaps these are arriving birds setting up winter territories. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder or 
resident and fall migrant. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: 1-4 were at the currently regular site in lower Sowbelly 
Canyon, Sioux Co, through 16 Sep (LHe, m. obt ELDs are 23-29 Sep. 
Possibly migrants, but potentially local breeders, were two at Roberts 
Trailhead Campground, Dawes Со, 24 Aug (J&JW). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One in East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 13 Oct (JR) was 
tardy for the west; ELDs there are (were) 10-18 Oct. Migrants were in 
evidence at both ends of the state. An amazing count of 57, most in Sowbelly 
Canyon, was made 18 Aug (KLu), and 30 were at ICSP 13 Sep (MLo). The 
Sowbelly count is the second highest on record for fall; previous highs were 
32-100. This species has been doing well on the Pine Ridge in recent years, 
possibly due to the currently extensive aging burned areas there. This species 
and Lewis's Woodpecker tend not to occupy burned areas until several years 
after the burn. 


Vol. 85 No. 4 The Nebraska Bird Review 165 


Red-bellied Woodpecker: This species occurs west to Scotts Bluff Co in the North 
Platte River Valley; single birds were near Minatare 22 Nov (PRa) and at a 
Mitchell yard on three dates during the period (KD). 

Williamson’s Sapsucker: Yet another “mega” rarity was a female that was 
photographed 13 Nov at the State Farm, North Platte; it was seen by many 
and last reported 24 Nov. (BEd, WBe photo, m. ob.). This is the 4th record 
for Nebraska: the other three were males in spring, 24 Mar-13 May, from 
Hastings, Adams Co, Grand Island, Hall Co, and Omaha. 


The North Platte Williamson’s Sapsucker, photographed here by Ruth Stearns 17 Nov 2017. 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Perhaps not surprisingly, given the coverage by folks 
searching for the Williamson’s Sapsucker near North Platte, 1-2 Yellow- 
bellieds were found at the same pine grove 15-22 Nov (LKe, m. ob.). This 
Species is rare this far west. 

Red-naped Sapsucker: There were no reports of this rare regular fall migrant west. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
fairly common west. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly 
common central and east. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this uncommon southeastern resident. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
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Merlin: Long-distance migrant subspecies Falco columbarius columbarius was 
reported on a rather early date 9 Sep in Sioux Co (KD); EEDs for this 
subspecies are 12-19 Sep. 

Gyrfalcon: The only report of this less-than-annual winter visitor was of a gray-phase 
bird seen by experienced falconers at Big Alkali WMA, Cherry Co, 25 Nov 
(C&JK). Itis likely that this species occurs annually in the northern Sandhills 
in winter, as there is a history of its being found there by falconers. Access 
can be difficult in that region in mid-winter. 

Peregrine Falcon: A bird resembling the long-distance migrant Falco peregrinus 
tundrius was in Lancaster Co 24 Sep (TEL, details). Although formerly 
unrecorded in the state, the first documented record was as recent as 2002, 
and recent information suggests that F. p. tundrius is not uncommon among 
migrant Peregrines in Nebraska. (See Birds of Nebraska — Online at 
https://birds. outdoornebraska.gov/peregrine-falcon/. ) 

Prairie Falcon: This species is rare in winter in the east; ЕЕ в are 23-26 August away 
from the breeding range. The two reports from the east this fall were of 
singles in Douglas Co 13 Oct (SMa) and 10 Nov in Butler Co (LE). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: This species is rare in fall in the Panhandle, and so 
noteworthy were sightings of single birds in Sioux Co 21 Aug (TLe), at 
Gering Cem, Scotts Bluff Co, 4 Sep (MW, JR, ERa), and in Sowbelly 
Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Sep (KD). 

Western Wood-Pewee: One was rather late in Gordon, Sheridan Со, 3 Oct (D&MW), 
ELDs are 
25-28 Sep. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Reports from westerly points of the summer range were at 
Burwell, Garfield Co, 21 Aug (TG), LM 20 Aug (AGr), and at Valentine, 
Cherry Со, 22 Aug (HSt) and 24 Aug (SFI). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The only report of this rare eastern fall migrant was from 
Omaha 18 Sep (JR). 

Acadian Flycatcher: The only report was of one at WP 4 Aug (ТО); іп recent years 
there have been 1-2 summering at this location. 

Alder Flycatcher: The only report was of one well-described at LSWNP 19-20 Aug 
(MW, m. ob.). 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Least Flycatcher: One in Omaha 3 Oct (JR) was tardy; ELDs are (were) 1-3 Oct. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher: None were reported of this rare western fall migrant. 

Dusky Flycatcher: The only report of this rare western fall migrant was of one 
photographed at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 4 Sep (MW, JR, ERa). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder 
and rare fall migrant west. 

Eastern Phoebe: The 8 at LSWNP 4 Oct (LE) was a new high fall count; previous 
highs were 5-7. 

Say’s Phoebe: The 7 on Stateline Road, Sioux Co, 4 Sep (MW, JR, ERa) was a good 
count; highs are 8-10. 

Vermilion Flycatcher: A brief observation and a suggestive photo of a bird in 
northern Phelps Co 25 Oct (AF) was submitted to the NOU Records 
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Committee. Vagrants tend to turn up in late fall; the three Nebraska fall 
records, none since 1960, are in the period 4 Nov-11 Dec. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 13 Sep (BP) was 
rather late for the Panhandle; ELDs there are 10-15 Sep. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western fall migrant. 

Western Kingbird: One in Omaha 4 Oct (MCI) was tardy; ELDs іп the east are 22- 
27 Sep. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: The only report was of an immature northwest of Mitchell, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 20 Aug (fide HKH). There are a few prior records for the 
Panhandle, but there are only 22 records statewide in the fall period, 12 Aug- 
14 Oct. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Northern Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor; EEDs аге 29 Sep-1 Oct. 

White-eyed Vireo: The only report of this less-than-annual fall visitor east and central 
was of one photographed on the UNL East Campus, Lincoln, 26 Sep (NA). 
This is the second-latest fall date on record. 

Bell's Vireo: An apparent family group of 4 was at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 
26 Sep (КСо); this is a late date in northern Nebraska for this species, which 
is rarely double-brooded, and for which fledging occurs in Jul. ELDs for the 
south and east are 3-5 Oct. The 11 at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Co, 31 Aug 
(SMI) was a good tally; fall highs are 9-30. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One at FF 29 Sep (EW1 photo) was rather late; ELDs are 29 
Sep-4 Oct. 

Cassin's Vireo: One at WHNC 20 Aug (MS) was rather early; EEDs are 20-24 Aug. 
The three additional reports were, as expected, from Scotts Bluff, Dawes, and 
Sioux Cos 3-4 Sep (m. ob.). 

Blue-headed Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon Panhandle fall migrant. 

Philadelphia Vireo: One on the UNL East campus, Lincoln, 7 Oct (NA) was rather 
late; ELDs are (were) 4-5 Oct. 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Pinyon Jay: An encouraging report of this elusive species was of a foraging flock of 
18 at Fort Robinson SHP 20 Aug (SFI); a single bird was seen in the same 
area 1 Oct (AHu). The only other report was of one at CSP 28 Sep (AHu). 
This species is rare in summer, but numbers increase into winter most years, 
with arrival usually in Sep-Oct. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Clark's Nutcracker: This species put on a good show this fall; it is less-than-annual, 
but occurs fairly often, with EEDs in Aug. This year, first arrivals were the 
17 at East Ash Creek, Dawes Co, 18 Sep (JRa, m.ob.), where it was reported 
through the period with a high count of 21 on 13 Oct (JR). Reports were 
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fairly widespread in the Pine Ridge and Wildcat Hills; however, one was at 
CSP 5 Oct (AHu), 7 at WHNC 12 Oct (AHu), and 6 at Murphy Ranch 
Watchable Wildlife Area, Banner and Scotts Bluff Cos, 10 Nov (fide KD). 

Black-billed Magpie: There was an encouraging number of reports, all but one from 
the Panhandle and southwest, including Keith, Lincoln, and Hayes Cos. Best 
count was the 25 tallied in Scotts Bluff Co on 14 Oct, 12 of those at Winters 
Creek L (KD), where 12 were found 21 Aug (LVe). A loose group of 11 
were at Big Springs, Deuel Co, 14 Sep (WF). Most encouraging was the 
discovery of 8 in Madison Co 2 Sep (DH), suggesting the small population 
there has persisted. 

American Crow: An amazing 5600 were tallied іп 10-12 miles along 1-80 in Lincoln 
Co hay and meadow fields 24 Nov (ABr); high fall counts are 2000-3000, 
and so this is a new high. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Purple Martin: The three in Morrill Co 5 Sep (ВМс) were only the 6th fall report for 
the Panhandle. The large roost that was a feature in mid-town Omaha in 
previous years 15 now apparently defunct, possibly due to treatment of the 
roost trees for emerald ash borer (JR). Instead, this fall's best count was 
"only" 450, at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, 4 Aug (CDe). 

Tree Swallow: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Violet-green Swallow: ELDs are 25-29 Aug; there were only 4 previous Sep dates, 
5,7, 19, and 21, and so noteworthy were 4 birds at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts 
Bluff Co, 20 Sep (741,5). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
fall migrant. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Barn Swallow: Best total reported was the 1837 in Merrick Co 15 Sep (KM); high 
counts are 3000-10,000. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Good numbers were reported, especially in the west; 27 
were in Sowbelly Canyon 3 and 14 Sep (MW, ERa, JR, BP), and 25 at CSP 
26 Sep (AHu). In the east, 25 were at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 25 Nov 
(EMa). Movements of this species occur on occasion. 

Mountain Chickadee: None were reported of this rare Panhandle winter visitor; 
EEDs are 27-30 Sep. 

Tufted Titmouse: Washington Co is at the north edge ofthe range, although numbers 
there are low. Singles were reported at Blair 25 Nov (CPr) and DeSoto NWR 
9 Oct (DUp). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Indicative of increased numbers this fall in the state were 
the two highest non-CBC counts on record: 16 in East Ash Creek Canyon, 
Dawes Co, 25 Nov (ABr) and 13 at North Platte Cemetery, Lincoln Co, 19 
Nov (LR, RH). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common eastern, central, and 
northwestern resident. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: The “Patagonia Picnic Table Effect" (google it) emerged as 
observers looking for the Williamson's Sapsucker near North Platte found 1- 
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2 Pygmy Nuthatches 14-25 Nov (JGJ, m.ob.). There was a large influx of 
this species into the Pine Ridge in October and Wildcat Hills in November, 
preceded by scattered reports in Banner and Scotts Bluff Cos away from 
ponderosa pines, and followed by a series of reports near North Platte, 
Lincoln Co. Initial movement was detected in Sep, when three were in non- 
pine southwest Banner Co 4 Sep (JR, MW, ERa), and one was at Scotts Bluff 
NM, Scotts Bluff Co, 10 Oct (AHu), a non-breeding location. In Oct, an 
amazing 60 were counted in East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 13 Oct (JR); at 
about the same time one was in an agricultural area north of Mitchell in Scotts 
Bluff Co 27 Oct (K&TM). Numbers were high in the Wildcat Hills by late 
Nov; 17 were there 25 Nov (ABr). 

Brown Creeper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant and 
winter visitor. 

Rock Wren: One on the Perkins-Keith county boundary 17 Sep (WF) was likely a 
migrant since breeding in Perkins Co is unknown. 

House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Pacific Wren: Pending NOURC acceptance, the first documented record for Nebraska 
was of one banded, measured, and photographed, but not recorded, by Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies bander Aaron Hulsey at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 
14 Sep 2017. It seems unlikely this newly-split species (from Winter Wren) 
will occur with any regularity in Nebraska; the putative breeding population 
in the South Dakota Black Hills, if it occurs regularly, 15 very small. Pacific 
Wren was first documented in Colorado in 2005, and there are now nine 
confirmed records 4 Oct-4 Jan for that state; closest to Nebraska are from 
Yuma Co 6 Oct 2012 and Lincoln Co 3-4 Oct 2013. There are two records 
for Kansas, both at Scott SP, Scott Co: 20 Dec 2014 and 19 Nov-5 Dec 2017. 

Winter Wren: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

Sedge Wren: At the western edge of the expected late summer range were 2-5 at 
Valentine NWR, Cherry Со, 17-19 Aug (KLu, SWi) and one in Loup Co 30 
Aug (TJW). One in Keith Co 16 Sep (BP) was unexpected; fall migrants are 
less than annual in the Platte River Valley west of Buffalo Co. 

Marsh Wren: High numbers are rarely reported during fall; previous high count was 
only 7, but this fall 9 were at LSWNP 5 Sep (ERa) and 6 were at MWCW Co 
28 Sep (ЈОЈ). 

Carolina Wren: This species often strays outside its generally southeastern range; 
outliers this fall were westerly and northerly. One was in Lincoln Co 16 Sep 
(PD, WRS), and singles were at GPD 28 Nov (JKo), in Cedar Co 13 Aug 
(GR), and in Madison Co 29 Aug (ТЛУ). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at WHNC 1 Oct (TR) was a bit late; ELDs are 27-29 
Sep. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One in Deuel Co 20 Aug (TDe) was rather early; EEDs in 
the west are (were) 17-22 Aug. 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 
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This Pacific Wren, Nebraska’s first, was photographed after being banded and measured at 
Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 14 Sep 2017 by Bird Conservancy of the Rockies bander Aaron Hulsey. 
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Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west and west- 
central, rare east-central. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: EEDs in the east are 10-18 Nov, and so rather early were 
singles in Dixon Co 16 Oct (WF) and one photographed in Lancaster Co 5 
Nov (SKr). 

Veery: This species is a rare fall migrant east and west, with different subspecies 
involved. This fall, none were reported in the east, and only one in the west, 
31 Aug in Dundy Co (SMI). Interestingly, the observer noted field marks 
suggesting the bird was of the eastern subspecies Catharus fuscescens 
fuscescens; there is one prior westerly report of C. f. fuscescens in Keith Co 
5 Sep 2013. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: This species is less-than-annual in fall, and so it was no 
surprise that only one was reported, that in Butler Co 2 Sep (JGJ). 

Swainson's Thrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Hermit Thrush: This species migrates through the west about a month earlier than in 
the east; evidence is accumulating that western migrants are from the Pacific 
Northwest, analogous to species like Townsend's Warbler and Cassin's 
Vireo, rather than the Rocky Mountain breeder Catharus guttatus auduboni. 
This timing difference was clear this fall; the earliest six reports were all from 
Dundy Co and the Panhandle 31 Aug-1 Oct, with one in Dawes Co 7 Oct 
(SMI, m. ob.), while in the east the 22 reports were 5 Oct-4 Nov (JR, m. ob.). 

Wood Thrush: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

American Robin: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Gray Catbird: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Brown Thrasher: The 12 at Wyuka Cem, Lancaster Co, 17 Sep (ERa) was second- 
highest fall count on record; highs are 11-18. 

Sage Thrasher: None were reported of this uncommon western fall migrant; ELDs 
are 11-12 Oct. 

Northern Mockingbird: Not too unexpected but at the northwest edge of the range 
were singles in Scotts Bluff Co 28 Aug (JNa) and Box Butte Co 21 Aug 
(TSc). 

European Starling: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Bohemian Waxwing: There were no reports of this common but highly erratic 
regular winter visitor northwest, uncommon less-than-annual elsewhere. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

American Pipit: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Sprague’s Pipit: There were two reports of this uncommon eastern and central fall 
migrant, singles at Prairie Dog WPA, Kearney Со, 16 Sep (MW), and in 
Saunders Со 17 Oct (СМК). The Kearney Co report is rather early; EEDs 
are 13-14 Sep. 

Evening Grosbeak: the only reports were of a female and 1-2 immature males at 
WHNC 27 Aug-12 Oct (AHu, m. ob.) and a male and female in Gordon, 
Sheridan Co, 25 Oct (D&MW ). 
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Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report of this rare Panhandle winter visitor was 
of two along Robidoux Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 25 Nov (KD). 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Purple Finch: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant and winter visitor 
east and central, rare west. 

Cassin’s Finch: There were five reports of this erratic fall and winter visitor to the 
Panhandle from 3 locations. Two were at WHNC 20 Sep (LHo, MRa, LHe) 
and 1-2 were there on 11-12 Oct (AHu). One was banded by Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies banders at CSP 27 Sep (А71) and another was 
photographed there 4 Oct (AHu). Three were photographed at East Ash 
Creek Rd, Dawes Co, 13 Oct (JR). 

Common Redpoll: This is shaping up to be a good year for this species. First reported 
were rather early at three locations on 24 Oct (JJ, BEd, CCr); previous EEDs 
were 31 Oct-1 Nov. Best counts were impressive: 120 in 4 flocks in Cedar 
Co 23 Nov (DSt) and 50 and 60 at two northwest Omaha locations 28 Nov 
(JR). High counts are 350-800. Most of the 20 or so reports were in the east, 
but one was near Whiteclay, Sheridan Co, 4 Nov (PMH) and two were high 
in Kimball Co (Panorama Point) 20 Nov (TDe). 

Red Crossbill: There was a spectacular invasion by this species this fall; there were 
around 170 reports through the period, with an estimated total of around 1360 
individual birds. First detected away from ponderosa pines were two in 
Lancaster Co 13 Aug (JSS) followed by 21 in the same county 21 Aug (OGo). 
Reports were statewide, with best counts occurring during the second half of 
Oct: 150 at Plattsmouth Cem, Cass Co, 1 Nov (EB), 120 at east Ash Canyon, 
Dawes Со, 13 Oct (JR), 120 at WHNC 12 Oct (AHu), and 63 at Forest Lawn 
Cem, Omaha, 25 Oct (JR). 

Several observers reported call types, most verified by Matt Young 
(North American Red Crossbill Types: Status and Flight Call Identification: 
https://ebird.org/news/recrtype/). Nebraska resident birds are Type 2; there 
were several of this type verified this fall by recordings (ABr, SMa, AHu). 
Apparently new to Nebraska is Type 4; several recordings were made across 
the state (SMa, AHu), first at WHNC 5 Aug (SMa). Type 3 has occurred in 
Nebraska, but none were reported this fall. There were two reports of Type 
7, neither with substantiating recordings; type 7 is poorly understood, as 
indicated by its name, “Enigmatic Crossbill", although it is currently thought 
to breed in the northeastern US. 

White-winged Crossbill: The only report was of two at a Lincoln, Lancaster Co, 
feeder 8 Nov (BMa). This is an erratic, less-than-annual winter visitor to 
Nebraska. Most previous reports are from eastern Nebraska in Nov. 

Pine Siskin: Numbers were probably above average in its Panhandle pinewoods 
haunts, as exemplified by the 75 at WHNC 2 Sep (JR, MW, ERa). High 
counts are 85-143. First reported in the east were one in Lancaster Co 16 Sep 
(M&CVDB) and 5 at Elmwood Park, Douglas Co, the next day (SMa). Best 
count in the east was 35 at BOL 13 Oct (LE). 

Lesser Goldfinch: Evidence of northward expansion in the Panhandle was provided 
by two reports: two were well-studied in Harrison, Sioux Co, 21 Aug (BSa) 
and two were photographed at Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 3-4 Aug (SMa). 
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Amazingly, one that wintered far to the east at a Murray, Cass Co, feeder last 
winter returned 6 Nov (fide RS). 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall 
migrant west, uncommon central, rare east. 

Smith’s Longspur: None were reported of this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
Panhandle fall migrant. 

Snow Bunting: There were several reports, beginning rather early 27 Oct with two in 
Sheridan Co (D&MW, details); EEDs are 26-27 Oct. Numbers were not great 
by the end of the period; best count was the 10 at GPD 27 Nov (RD). 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only reports of this rare Panhandle migrant were at 
expected dates: one was banded at WHNC 6 Sep (А71), and singles were at 
two locations in Banner Co 18 Sep (WF). 

Spotted Towhee: EEDs in the southeast are in mid-Sep; the first noticeable bump in 
numbers there was the 5 in Lancaster Co 4 Oct (LE). Aug reports in the 
southeast are not unusual; these are probably introgressants with Eastern 
Towhee that look like phenotypic Spotteds. Identification to species should 
include vocalizations as well as plumage. 

Eastern Towhee: As expected, reports were essentially all from the southeast. A few 
westerly outliers were reported from Keith, Lincoln, and Buffalo Cos, but, as 
noted under Spotted Towhee, these are probably introgressants. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: None were reported of this rare and erratic fall migrant west and 
central. It departs breeding areas early, with ELDs 18-29 Aug. 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

Chipping Sparrow: One photographed in Douglas Co 8 Nov (SMa) was rather late; 
ELDs are 13-17 Nov. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: One photographed in a Lincoln yard 23-24 Nov (ERa) was 
rather late; ELDs are 13-15 Nov, although there are 6 later dates into early 
Jan. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: Occurrences of this species east of the Panhandle are few and 
undocumented with photos; singles were reported by experienced observers 
in Keith Co 16 Sep (KM) and at LO the same day (WKa). Dick Rosche in 
1994 called it an “uncommon migrant" in Keith Co. The only other report 
was as expected: four, one photographed, were in western Sioux Co 4 Aug 
(SMa). 

Field Sparrow: Previous ELDs were 19-22 Nov, and so three rather late reports are 
noteworthy: two were in Scotts Bluff Co 22 Nov (PRa), four in Sarpy Co 24 
Nov (RFu), and one in Dakota Co 25 Nov (EBr, MB). 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
fall migrant. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Lark Bunting: The 200 at CLNWR 21 Aug (BJo) was a good count; fall highs are 
266-600. Easternmost migrant was one in Phelps Co 22 Aug (BJo). 
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Savannah Sparrow: One in Clay Co 19 Aug (BP) was rather early; EEDs are (were) 
18-21 Aug. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Baird’s Sparrow: There was one report of this somewhat enigmatic, but probably not 
that rare, fall migrant in Nebraska. The report, by an experienced observer, 
of three in McPherson Co 15 Sep (KM) fits the pattern of the eight fall records 
we consider acceptable: occurrence 15 17 Aug-16 Oct, and records аге in a 
north-south corridor between Garden Co on the west and Custer Co on the 
east. 

Henslow's Sparrow: The only report of this uncommon southeastern fall migrant was 
of one nicely-photographed at MWCW 27 Sep (EJa). There are fewer than 
35 reports in all for this species in fall. 

LeConte's Sparrow: One photographed in Lancaster Co 1 Sep (MW, ERa) was rather 
early; EEDs are 14-16 Sep. 

Nelson's Sparrow: One in Hamilton Co 13 Oct (SM) was westerly; most migrants 
pass through the east. 

Fox Sparrow: Photographs were provided of a dead bird picked up in Lancaster Co 
in early Nov by Suzanne Plass and sent to the University of Nebraska State 
Museum (TEL); it shows a rather grayish auricular area. These grayish birds 
are being reported more frequently in recent years as observers realize that 
not all Nebraska Fox Sparrows are bright rufous-red. The provenance of 
these birds is uncertain at this point, but they, along with most Nebraska Fox 
Sparrows, are most likely intergrades of the two Red Fox Sparrow 
subspecies: eastern bright red Passerella iliaca iliaca and northwestern 
grayish-faced P. i. zaboria, sometimes referred to as "Western Red Fox 
Sparrow”. 

Song Sparrow: Since EEDs for migrants are in mid-Aug, the several early Aug 
reports from the Panhandle might suggest either early migrants, or perhaps 
more likely, a slow increase in breeding there, continuing the general 
westward spread of the breeding range in Nebraska. The locations involved 
are Fort Robinson SP, where singles were present 5 and 9 Aug (SLe), Smith 
Lake WMA, Sheridan Co, 13 Aug (D&MW), Scotts Bluff SL, Scotts Bluff 
Co, two on 9 Aug (HM1), and Lodgepole Creek, Cheyenne Со, 10 Aug (WF). 
Тһе 35 at MWCW 23 Oct (LE) was a good count; fall highs are 40-55. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Swamp Sparrow: One in an area of wet meadows along the Middle Loup River near 
Rockville in Sherman Co 6 Aug (LR, RH) was suggestive of local breeding, 
although most Nebraska breeding records are from cattail marshes. Based on 
current knowledge, this would be at the southern edge of the breeding range 
in north-central Nebraska. One in Keith Co 15 Sep (WRS) was rather early 
(and not in typical breeding habitat); EEDs for migrants are (were) 13-17 Sep. 
Тһе 23 at MWCW 12 Oct (LE) was a good count; highs in fall аге 24-35. 

White-throated Sparrow: This species is rare in the Panhandle; there were two 
reports, one of a tan-striped bird at CSP 12-20 Sep (AHu) and the other of 
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one in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 13 Oct (JR). These are rather early dates; 
EEDs are (were) 12-13 Sep. 

Harris’s Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east, uncommon 
central, rare west. 

White-crowned Sparrow: One in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 3 Sep (ERa, JR, MW) 
was rather early; EEDs are 25 Aug-2 Sep. Fall arrival is earlier in the west 
than in the east. 

Dark-eyed Junco (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine of this common 
statewide fall migrant. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: None were reported of this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant; EEDs are 19-27 Oct. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: One well-seen in Sowbelly Canyon 9 Sep (KD) was 
rather early; EEDs are (were) 10-13 Sep. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Previously considered less than annual in the east 
due to lack of tangible evidence, this species is finally being documented in 
the east with photos, and probably is annual but rare there. A good photo was 
submitted of one in Wyuka Cem, Lancaster Co, 13 Nov (NA). Two 
additional reports with details were of singles іп Otoe Co 27 Nov (SQ) and 
Lancaster Co 26 Nov (ERa). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Reports were routine of this uncommon regular 
fall migrant west and west-central. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: One in Nuckolls Co 13 Sep (PR) was only the 5th eastern fall 
record since 1990. Fall migrants away from the breeding range can occur as 
early as late Jul. 

Bobolink: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: One at LSWNP 2 Nov (M&CVDB) was rather late; ELDs 
are 3-8 Nov. 

Eastern Meadowlark: ELDs are difficult to establish, since vocalizations are 
necessary to confirm such reports. One was calling at PL 5 Nov (TG); 
previous ELDs were 27 Oct-1 Nov, although there are specimens 8 and 10 
Nov. There are no specimens for winter. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Orchard Oriole: The 14 at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 17 Aug (KLu) was a good 
tally; highs are 16-30. 

Bullock's Oriole: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant west and 
extreme west-central. 

Baltimore Oriole: ELDs in the east are 4-5 Oct. There are eight records for Nov, and 
5 in Dec, two of which lingered into Jan. One at a Fort Calhoun, Washington 
Co, feeder had been “coming every day” as of 29 Nov (BBe, fide СМК). The 
18 in a Fillmore Co yard 29 Aug (JVo) was a good fall count; fall highs are 
19-51. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Estimates of 10,000 at both Box Lake, Arthur Co, 16 Sep 
(TJW) and at least that number 23 Oct at Whitney Lake, Dawes Co, (MB, 
EBr, PR) were good numbers; fall highs are 17,500-100,000. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: ELDs in the north and west are (were) 21-26 Oct, and so 
the reports of 50-100 near Alliance, Box Butte Co, 23 Oct (EBr, MB, PR) 
were noteworthy. 


176 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 85 No. 4 


Rusty Blackbird: Westerly were singles at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 1 Nov (JGJ) 
and in Hitchcock Co 22 Oct (MB, EBr, PR). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west and 
central, uncommon east. 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Great-tailed Grackle: There were several reports in Hall and Dawson Cos of flocks 
of 95-100 (BP, TG, LR, ЕН); fall highs аге 200-300. 

Ovenbird: The 5 at CSP 29 Aug (AHu) tied the high fall count; highs are 3-5. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: One at Hummel Park, Douglas Co, 4 Sep (RS) was rather 
late; most depart by the end of Aug, with ELDs 9-10 Sep. 

Northern Waterthrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 

Golden-winged Warbler: This species is less than annual in fall, and so one 
photographed at FF 26 Sep (KHa) was a rare find, and latest on record of the 
33 overall fall records for the state. 

Black-and-white Warbler: EEDs are 8-12 Aug, but there are five earlier reports 17 
Jul-4 Aug away from the known breeding range; one was in Webster Co 5 
Aug (MPe). 

Tennessee Warbler: One in Douglas Co 19 Oct with white undertail coverts (KGo) 
was rather late; ELDs аге 24-27 Oct. This species 15 less than annual in the 
Panhandle in fall, and so a good find was one in Garden Co 3 Sep (MB), only 
the 16th such report. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One in Sarpy Co 25 Nov (RFu, details) was very late; 
ELDs are 8-10 Nov, although there are 9 later dates through 21 Dec. 
Although subspecies Oreothlypis celata lutescens has not been documented 
in Nebraska, it breeds in the same general area as Cassin's Vireo and 
Townsend's Warbler, both of which are regular fall migrants through the 
western Panhandle in fall. There is a previous sight record for Nebraska, and 
this fall a very yellow bird with yellow eye arcs was in the east at WP 11 Oct 
(NA). 

Nashville Warbler: Previous high fall counts were 40-60. Three reports this fall are 
in that range: 42 on 30 Sep and 60 on 26 Sep, both at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 
(ЕКа), and 45 at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 17 Sep (RS). А bird 
videographed at WP 13 Oct was claimed as western Oreothlypis ruficapilla 
ridewayi, and indeed it possessed a bright yellow rump, characteristic of this 
western subspecies (National Geographic Field Guide 7th Ed.), but it also had 
a bright yellow vent area, good for expected eastern O. r. ruficapilla. Even 
though this report is equivocal, subspecies О. ғ. ridgwayi is another of those 
taxa that breeds in the Pacific Northwest, and migrants of which occur east 
of the Rockies in fall (Townsend's Warbler, Cassin's Vireo, subspecies of 
Hermit Thrush). 

MacGillivray's Warbler: There were only two reports of this uncommon western 
migrant one was photographed at CSP 1 Sep (AHu), and one was in 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 3 Sep (JR, ERa, MW). 

Mourning Warbler: One photographed at WP 24 Aug (SKr) was rather early; EEDs 
are 21-22 Aug. 
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Kentucky Warbler: Rarely reported in fall, an adult male was a window strike in 
Omaha 14 Aug (fide JR, photo), and one was in Richardson Co 18 Aug (MB, 
EBr). 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

American Redstart: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

Magnolia Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east, 
uncommon central. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: There were three reports of this uncommon eastern fall 
migrant; singles were in Lancaster Со 1 Sep (ERa photo), at FF 12 Sep (EWi 
photo), and 20 Sep (RS). 

Blackburnian Warbler: There were only two reports of this uncommon eastern fall 
migrant: one was at FF 12 Sep (ЕМІ photo), and three were there 20 Sep 
(RS). 

Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Only the 8th fall Panhandle record was of one 
photographed in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 3 Sep (ERa, MW, JR). One in 
Sarpy Co 17 Oct (JGr) is second-latest on record. 

Blackpoll Warbler: There were no reports of this less-than-annual statewide fall 
migrant. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: This species is a less-than-annual fall migrant 
statewide; the only report was of a female in a Hastings, Adams Co, yard 23- 
24 Sep (PD). 

Palm Warbler: This species is an uncommon eastern fall migrant, but recent years 
have seen larger numbers of reports. From 2012 to 2016, there were 6-8 birds 
reported, and this fall there were 8. One in Keith Co 11 Nov (NA video) was 
latest on record by one day, except for a previous Calamus-Loup CBC report 
27 Dec. ELDs are 17-20 Oct. 

Pine Warbler: The only report of this less-than-annual fall migrant was of one in 
Omaha 26 Sep (JR). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
fall migrant. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Fourth-latest on record was one in Keith Co 
21 Oct (WBe); a bird at LM 11 Nov (NA, video) was probably a hybrid 
Audubon’s x Myrtle, a fairly common hybrid. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: This species departs quietly in fall, and is rarely reported 
after Aug. One photographed at FF 15 Sep (EW1) was rather late; previous 
ELDs were 13-15 Sep. 

Townsend’s Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common Panhandle fall 
migrant. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One in Omaha 25 Aug (JR) was rather early; EEDs 
are 23-25 Aug. Singles in Greeley Co 4 Oct (WF) and two in Hall Co 27 Sep 
(SM) were westerly. 

Canada Warbler: Generally, this is a rare eastern fall migrant, but this fall the six 
reported 25 Aug-17 Sep (m. ob.). were more than usual. 
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Wilson’s Warbler: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west, 
uncommon east and central. 

Summer Tanager: As noted in the Summer Seasonal Report, reports of this species 
in the northeast, especially when more than a single singing male is present, 
suggest breeding; a male seen 9 Aug and a female/immature 3 days later in 
the same place in Knox Co (MB) was therefore intriguing. One in a Bellevue, 
Sarpy Co, yard 11 Oct (L&BP) was one of only 8 reports for Oct for the state, 
one of which lingered into Dec. 

Scarlet Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

Western Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant west and 
west-central. 

Northern Cardinal: Fewest reports of this species are from the western Sandhills and 
the Panhandle north of the Platte River Valley. Reports from those areas 
were of 1-2 in Arthur Co 16-17 Sep (KM, WBe, PR), one at Whitney Lake, 
Dawes Co, 28 Sep (KEc), and one at Agate Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Co, 20 
Sep (J&LS). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east, rare 
central. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west and 
central. 

Blue Grosbeak: A female in Lincoln, Lancaster Co, 14 Oct (NA) tied the second- 
latest date on record; there is one record for Dec. There were some good 
counts reported. An all-time high was the 18 in three flocks at Rock Creek 
SRA, Dundy Co, 31 Aug (SMI), and 5 were near Harrisburg, Banner Co, 4 
Sep (JR, MW, ERa). 

Lazuli Bunting: One in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep (TR) was rather late; ELDs are 25-26 
Sep. One at Alma, Harlan Co, 13 Aug (JJu) was one of only 12 overall fall 
reports away from the Panhandle. 

Indigo Bunting: The 9 at N.P. Dodge Park, Douglas Co, 14 Aug (KGo) was a good 
count; previous highs were 7-10. 

Dickcissel: One in Garden Co 15 Sep (SQ) was tardy; ELDs іп the west are (were) 
14-24 Sep. 
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THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA: 2017 


Compiled by: Mark A. Brogie (NOU Records Committee Chairperson) 
508 Seeley 
Creighton, NE 68729 


The duties of the NOU Records Committee (NOURC 2010) include: 

A. The committee shall publish an official list of the birds of Nebraska. 

B. The official list will include all those species whose occurrence has been 
reported in Nebraska. 

C. The committee shall keep the official list current. 

D. The committee shall publish a list of species for which details are requested with 
every sighting reported. 


The 2017 NOURC has completed the above described duties and the following is a 
result of its endeavors. 


The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was last published in 2009 (NOURC 
2009) and has been appended eight times: (Brogie 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
2016, 2017). 


Taxonomic treatment and species sequence: 


The “Official List” follows the American Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North 
American Birds, Seventh Edition (1998) and its following supplements: (AOU: 2000, 
2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
2016, 2017), with the exception of Hooded Crane (Grus monacha), which was added by 
NOURC vote but was not approved by the AOU. 


Record Classification and Status: 


Firmness of data classification supporting a species placement on the “Official List” 
requires a minimum of six votes in favor, with no more than one dissenting vote (NOURC 
2010). Records in the following categories are classified as accepted: 


I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - diagnostic, labeled photographic evidence exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the same 
bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 
same bird exist 
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Additionally, the “Official List” reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, as 
determined by the NOURC, which reviewed records of bird occurrences in Nebraska for 
2008-2017. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the following terms (NOURC 2009): 


Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 
Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 
Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 
Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 
Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 


The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 8 of 
the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt most 
appropriate by the committee. 


The last published “Official List” of the NOURC (NOURC 2009) included 454 
species. Since then the following species have been added: 


Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) Accidental I-P 2010 
Hooded Crane (Grus monacha) Accidental I-P 2011 
Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) |^ Accidental I-P 2012 
Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) Casual I-P 2012 
Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) Accidental I-P 2013 
Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster) Accidental I-P 2014 
Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) Accidental I-P 2014 
Anna’ s Hummingbird (Calypte anna) Accidental I-P 2016 
Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) Accidental I-P 2017 


With the merging of Thayer’s Gull into Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) (AOU 
2017) the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2017” stands at 462 species. 


Class # Status: # 
I-S: 366 Regular: 343 
I-P: 79 Casual: 25 
LR 4 Accidental: 89 

П: 1 Extirpated: 3 
Ш: 12 Extinct: 2 
462 462 


The NOU Records Committee seeks documentation for all species of less than 
regular occurrence in Nebraska as well as for those species whose occurrence has not 
been documented in Nebraska. Species documentation currently may be sent to Mark 
Brogie, NOU Records Committee Chairperson (mabrogie@gmail.com). 
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Class: AVES 


Order: ANSERIFORMES 


Family: Anatidae 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) 


Emperor Goose 
Snow Goose 
Ross’s Goose 


Greater White-fronted Goose 


Taiga Bean-Goose 
Brant 

Cackling Goose 
Canada Goose 
Mute Swan 
Trumpeter Swan 
Tundra Swan 
Wood Duck 
Garganey 
Blue-winged Teal 
Cinnamon Teal 
Northern Shoveler 
Gadwall 

Eurasian Wigeon 
American Wigeon 
Mallard 

American Black Duck 
Mottled Duck 
Northern Pintail 
Green-winged Teal 
Canvasback 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Tufted Duck 
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Scaup 
King Eider 
Common Eider 
Harlequin Duck 
Surf Scoter 
White-winged Scoter 
Black Scoter 
Long-tailed Duck 
Bufflehead 


(Anser canagicus) 
(Anser caerulescens) 
(Anser rossii) 

(Anser albifrons) 
(Anser fabalis) 
(Branta bernicla) 
(Branta hutchinsii) 
(Branta canadensis) 
(Cygnus olor) 
(Cygnus buccinator) 
(Cygnus columbianus) 
(Aix sponsa) 

(Spatula querquedula) 
(Spatula discors) 
(Spatula cyanoptera) 
(Spatula clypeata) 
(Mareca чтерета) 
(Mareca penelope) 
(Mareca americana) 
(Anas platyrhynchos) 
(Anas rubripes) 

(Anas fulvigula) 
(Anas acuta) 

(Anas crecca) 

(Aythya valisineria) 
(Aythya americana) 
(Aythya collaris) 
(Aythya fuligula) 
(Aythya marila) 
(Aythya affinis) 
(Somateria spectabilis) 
(Somateria mollissima) 


(Histrionicus histrionicus) 
(Melanitta perspicillata) 


(Melanitta fusca) 
(Melanitta americana) 
(Clangula hyemalis) 
(Bucephala albeola) 


Regular 
Accidental 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Accidental 
Casual 
Regular 
Regular 
Accidental 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Accidental 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Casual 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Accidental 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Accidental 
Regular 
Regular 
Accidental 
Accidental 
Accidental 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 


1-5 
LP 
1-5 
1-5 
1-5 
LP 
1-5 
LS 
1-5 
LP 
1-5 
LS 
1-5 
LP 
1-5 
LS 
1-5 
1-5 
LS 
1-5 
LS 
1-5 
LP 
1-5 
LS 
1-5 
1-5 
1-5 
LP 
1-5 
LS 
LP 
1-5 
LS 
1-5 
1-5 
LS 
1-5 
1-5 
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Common Goldeneye 
Barrow’ s Goldeneye 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 


Order: GALLIFORMES 
Family: Odontophoridae 

Northern Bobwhite 
Family: Phasianidae 


Gray Partridge 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Ruffed Grouse 

Greater Sage-Grouse 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
Wild Turkey 


Order: PODICIPEDIFORMES 
Family: Podicipedidae 


Pied-billed Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Red-necked Grebe 
Eared Grebe 
Western Grebe 
Clark’s Grebe 


Order: COLUMBIFORMES 
Family: Columbidae 


Rock Pigeon 
Band-tailed Pigeon 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 
Passenger Pigeon 

Inca Dove 

Common Ground-Dove 
White-winged Dove 
Mourning Dove 
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(Bucephala clangula) 
(Bucephala islandica) 
(Lophodytes cucullatus) 
(Mergus merganser) 
(Mergus serrator) 
(Oxyura jamaicensis) 


(Colinus virginianus) 


(Perdix perdix) 

(Phasianus colchicus) 
(Bonasa umbellus) 
(Centrocercus urophasianus) 
(Тутраписһив phasianellus) 
(Тутраписһив cupido) 
(Тутраписһив pallidicinctus) 
(Meleagris gallopavo) 


(Podilymbus podiceps) 
(Podiceps auritus) 

(Podiceps grisegena) 
(Podiceps nigricollis) 
(Aechmophorus occidentalis) 
(Aechmophorus clarkii) 


(Columba livia) 
(Patagioenas fasciata) 
(Streptopelia decaocto) 
(Ectopistes migratorius) 
(Columbina inca) 
(Columbina passerina) 
(Zenaida asiatica) 
(Zenaida macroura) 
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Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
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Ш 
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Order: CUCULIFORMES 
Family: Cuculidae 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 


Black-billed Cuckoo 
Groove-billed Ani 
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(Coccyzus americanus) 
(Coccyzus erythropthalmus) 
(Crotophaga sulcirostris) 


Order: CAPRIMULGIFORMES 


Family: Caprimulgidae 


Common Nighthawk 
Common Poorwill 
Chuck-will’s-widow 
Eastern Whip-poor-will 


Order: APODIFORMES 
Family: Apodidae 


Chimney Swift 
White-throated Swift 


Family: Trochilidae 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Black-chinned Hummingbird 
Anna’s Hummingbird 
Costa’s Hummingbird 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird 
Rufous Hummingbird 
Calliope Hummingbird 


Order: GRUIFORMES 
Family: Rallidae 


Yellow Rail 

Black Rail 
Clapper Rail 

King Rail 

Virginia Rail 

Sora 

Purple Gallinule 
Common Gallinule 
American Coot 


(Chordeiles minor 
(Phalaenoptilus nuttallii) 
(Antrostomus carolinensis) 
(Antrostomus vociferus) 


(Chaetura pelagica) 
(Aeronautes saxatalis) 


(Archilochus colubris) 
(Archilochus alexandri) 
(Calypte anna) 

(Calypte costae) 
(Selasphorus platycercus) 
(Selasphorus rufus) 
(Selasphorus calliope) 


(Coturnicops noveboracensis) 


(Laterallus jamaicensis) 
(Rallus crepitans) 
(Rallus elegans) 

(Rallus limicola) 
(Porzana carolina) 
(Porphyrio martinicus) 
(Gallinula galeata) 
(Fulica americana) 


Regular 
Regular 
Accidental 


Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 


Regular 
Regular 


Regular 
Casual 
Accidental 
Accidental 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
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Accidental 
Accidental 
Casual 
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Accidental 
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LP 
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LS 
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LP 
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LP 
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Ш 
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Family: Gruidae 

Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) Regular I-S 

Common Crane (Grus grus) Casual І-Р 

Whooping Crane (Grus americana) Regular I-S 

Hooded Crane (Grus monacha) Accidental LP 


Order: CHARADRIIFORMES 


Family: Recurvirostridae 


Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) Regular І-5 
American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) Regular І-5 
Family: Charadriidae 
Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) Regular І-5 
American Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica) Regular І-5 
Snowy Plover (Charadrius nivosus) Regular І-5 
Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) Regular І-5 
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) Regular І-5 
Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) Regular І-5 
Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus) Regular І-5 
Family: Scolopacidae 
Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) Regular І-5 
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) Regular І-5 
Eskimo Curlew (Numenius borealis) Extirpated 1-5 
Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) Regular І-5 
Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) Regular І-5 
Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) Regular І-5 
Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) Regular І-5 
Red Knot (Calidris canutus) Accidental I-P 
Ruff (Calidris pugnax) Accidental I-P 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata) Accidental III 
Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) Regular I-P 
Sanderling (Calidris alba) Regular І-5 
Dunlin (Calidris alpina) Regular І-8 
Baird’s Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) Regular І-5 
Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) Regular І-8 
White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis) Regular І-5 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Calidris subruficollis) Regular І-5 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) Regular І-5 
Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) Regular 1-5 
Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) Regular І-8 
Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) Regular І-5 
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Long-billed Dowitcher 
American Woodcock 
Wilson’s Snipe 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Willet 

Greater Yellowlegs 
Wilson’s Phalarope 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Red Phalarope 


Family: Stercorariidae 


Pomarine Jaeger 
Parasitic Jaeger 
Long-tailed Jaeger 


Family: Alcidae 
Ancient Murrelet 
Family: Laridae 


Black-legged Kittiwake 
Sabine’s Gull 
Bonaparte’s Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Little Gull 

Ross’s Gull 
Laughing Gull 
Franklin’s Gull 
Mew Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
California Gull 
Herring Gull 
Iceland Gull 


Lesser Black-backed Gull 


Glaucous-winged Gull 
Glaucous Gull 

Great Black-backed Gull 
Least Tern 

Caspian Tern 

Black Tern 
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(Limnodromus scolopaceus) 
(Scolopax minor) 
(Gallinago delicata) 
(Actitis macularius) 
(Tringa solitaria) 
(Tringa flavipes) 
(Tringa semipalmata) 
(Tringa melanoleuca) 
(Phalaropus tricolor) 
(Phalaropus lobatus) 
(Phalaropus fulicarius) 


(Stercorarius pomarinus) 
(Stercorarius parasiticus) 
(Stercorarius longicaudus) 


(Synthliboramphus antiquus) 


(Rissa tridactyla) 
(Xema sabini) 


(Chroicocephalus philadelphia) 


(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 
(Hydrocoloeus minutus) 
(Rhodostethia rosea) 
(Leucophaeus atricilla) 
(Leucophaeus pipixcan) 
(Larus canus) 

(Larus delawarensis) 
(Larus californicus) 
(Larus argentatus) 
(Larus glaucoides) 
(Larus fuscus) 

(Larus glaucescens) 
(Larus hyperboreus) 
(Larus marinus) 
(Sternula antillarum) 
(Hydroprogne caspia) 
(Chlidonias niger) 


Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Casual 


Accidental 
Accidental 
Casual 


Accidental 


Casual 
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LS 


1-5 
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LS 
1-5 
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1-5 
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1-5 
LP 
LP 
LP 
LP 
LP 
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Common Tern 

Arctic Tern 

Forster’s Tern 

Royal Tern 

Order: GAVIIFORMES 
Family: Gaviidae 

Red-throated Loon 

Pacific Loon 

Common Loon 

Yellow-billed Loon 

Order: CICONIIFORMES 
Family: Ciconiidae 

Wood Stork 

Order: SULIFORMES 
Family: Fregatidae 

Magnificent Frigatebird 
Family: Sulidae 

Brown Booby 


Family: Phalacrocoracidae 


Neotropic Cormorant 
Double-crested Cormorant 


Family: Anhingidae 
Anhinga 
Order: PELECANIFORMES 
Family: Pelecanidae 


American White Pelican 
Brown Pelican 
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(Sterna hirundo) 
(Sterna paradisaea) 
(Sterna forsteri) 
(Thalasseus maximus) 


(Gavia stellata) 
(Gavia pacifica) 
(Gavia immer) 

(Gavia adamsii) 


(Mycteria americana) 


(Fregata magnificens) 


(Sula leucogaster) 


(Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 
(Phalacrocorax auritus) 


(Anhinga anhinga) 


(Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) 
(Pelecanus occidentalis) 
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Family: Ardeidae 


American Bittern 

Least Bittern 

Great Blue Heron 

Great Egret 

Snowy Egret 

Little Blue Heron 
Tricolored Heron 

Reddish Egret 

Cattle Egret 

Green Heron 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 


Family: Threskiornithidae 


White Ibis 

Glossy Ibis 
White-faced Ibis 
Roseate Spoonbill 


Order: CATHARTIFORMES 
Family: Cathartidae 


Black Vulture 
Turkey Vulture 


Order: ACCIPITRIFORMES 
Family: Pandionidae 
Osprey 
Family: Accipitridae 


Swallow-tailed Kite 
White-tailed Kite 
Mississippi Kite 

Bald Eagle 

Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper’s Hawk 
Northern Goshawk 
Harris’s Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
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(Botaurus lentiginosus) 
(Ixobrychus exilis) 
(Ardea herodias) 
(Ardea alba) 

(Egretta thula) 
(Egretta caerulea) 
(Egretta tricolor) 
(Egretta rufescens) 
(Bubulcus ibis) 
(Butorides virescens) 
(Nycticorax nycticorax) 
(Nyctanassa violacea) 


(Eudocimus albus) 
(Plegadis falcinellus) 
(Plegadis chihi) 
(Platalea ajaja) 


(Coragyps atratus) 
(Cathartes aura) 


(Pandion haliaetus) 


(Elanoides forficatus) 
(Elanus leucurus) 

(Ictinia mississippiensis) 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 
(Circus hudsonius) 
(Accipiter striatus) 
(Accipiter cooperii) 
(Accipiter gentilis) 
(Parabuteo unicinctus) 
(Buteo lineatus) 


Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 


Accidental 
Accidental 


Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 


Accidental 


Regular 
Regular 


Accidental 
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Accidental 
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Broad-winged Hawk 
Swainson’s Hawk 
Zone-tailed Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Ferruginous Hawk 
Golden Eagle 


Order: STRIGIFORMES 
Family: Tytonidae 
Barn Owl 
Family: Strigidae 


Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Snowy Owl 
Northern Hawk Owl 
Burrowing Owl 
Barred Owl 

Great Gray Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Boreal Owl 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 


Order: CORACIIFORMES 


Family: Alcedinidae 
Belted Kingfisher 
Order: PICIFORMES 

Family: Picidae 


Lewis's Woodpecker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Acorn Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Williamson's Sapsucker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Red-naped Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
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(Buteo platypterus) 
(Buteo swainsoni) 
(Buteo albonotatus) 
(Buteo jamaicensis) 
(Buteo lagopus) 
(Buteo regalis) 
(Aquila chrysaetos) 


(Tyto alba) 


(Megascops asio) 
(Bubo virginianus) 
(Bubo scandiacus) 
(Surnia ulula) 
(Athene cunicularia) 
(Strix varia) 

(Strix nebulosa) 
(Asio otus) 

(Asio flammeus) 
(Aegolius funereus) 
(Aegolius acadicus) 


(Megaceryle alcyon) 


(Melanerpes lewis) 
(Melanerpes erythrocephalus) 
(Melanerpes formicivorus) 
(Melanerpes carolinus) 
(Sphyrapicus thyroideus) 
(Sphyrapicus varius) 
(Sphyrapicus nuchalis) 
(Picoides pubescens) 
(Picoides villosus) 
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Regular LS 
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Am. Three-toed Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Pileated Woodpecker 


Order: FALCONIFORMES 
Family: Falconidae 


Crested Caracara 
American Kestrel 
Merlin 
Gyrfalcon 
Peregrine Falcon 
Prairie Falcon 


Order: PSITTACIFORMES 
Family: Psittacidae 

Carolina Parakeet 

Order: PASSERIFORMES 
Family: Tyrannidae 


Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Western Wood-Pewee 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Acadian Flycatcher 
Alder Flycatcher 
Willow Flycatcher 

Least Flycatcher 
Hammond’s Flycatcher 
Gray Flycatcher 

Dusky Flycatcher 
Cordilleran Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 

Say’s Phoebe 

Vermilion Flycatcher 
Ash-throated Flycatcher 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Cassin’s Kingbird 
Western Kingbird 
Eastern Kingbird 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
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(Picoides dorsalis) 
(Colaptes auratus) 
(Dryocopus pileatus) 


(Caracara cheriway) 
(Falco sparverius) 
(Falco columbarius) 
(Falco rusticolus) 
(Falco peregrinus) 
(Falco mexicanus) 


(Conuropsis carolinensis) 


(Contopus cooperi) 
(Contopus sordidulus) 
(Contopus virens) 
(Empidonax flaviventris) 
(Empidonax virescens) 
(Empidonax alnorum) 
(Empidonax traillii) 
(Empidonax minimus) 
(Empidonax hammondii) 
(Empidonax wrightii) 
(Empidonax oberholseri) 
(Empidonax occidentalis) 
(Sayornis phoebe) 
(Sayornis saya) 
(Pyrocephalus rubinus) 
(Myiarchus cinerascens) 
(Myiarchus crinitus) 
(Tyrannus vociferans) 
(Tyrannus verticalis) 
(Tyrannus tyrannus) 
(Tyrannus forficatus) 


Accidental I-S 
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Regular 


Accidental 


Regular 
Regular 


Accidental 
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Regular 
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Accidental 
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Family: Гаппдае 


Loggerhead Shrike 
Northern Shrike 


Family: Vireonidae 
Black-capped Vireo 


White-eyed Vireo 
Bell’s Vireo 


Yellow-throated Vireo 


Cassin’s Vireo 
Blue-headed Vireo 
Plumbeous Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 


Family: Corvidae 


Gray Jay 

Pinyon Jay 

Steller’s Jay 

Blue Jay 

Clark’s Nutcracker 
Black-billed Magpie 
American Crow 
Fish Crow 
Chihuahuan Raven 
Common Raven 


Family: Alaudidae 


Horned Lark 


Family: Hirundinidae 


Purple Martin 
Tree Swallow 


Violet-green Swallow 
No. Rough-winged Swallow 


Bank Swallow 
Chiff Swallow 
Cave Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
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(Lanius ludovicianus) 
(Lanius borealis) 


(Vireo atricapilla) 
(Vireo griseus) 

(Vireo bellii) 

(Vireo flavifrons) 
(Vireo cassinii) 

(Vireo solitarius) 
(Vireo plumbeus) 
(Vireo philadelphicus) 
(Vireo gilvus) 

(Vireo olivaceus) 


(Perisoreus canadensis) 
(Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus) 
(Cyanocitta stelleri) 
(Cyanocitta cristata) 
(Nucifraga columbiana) 

(Pica hudsonia) 

(Corvus brachyrhynchos) 
(Corvus ossifragus) 

(Corvus cryptoleucus) 
(Corvus corax) 


(Eremophila alpestris) 


(Progne subis) 
(Tachycineta bicolor) 
(Tachycineta thalassina) 
(Stelgidopteryx serripennis) 
(Riparia riparia) 
(Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) 
(Petrochelidon fulva) 
(Hirundo rustica) 
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Accidental I-S 
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Family: Paridae 


Black-capped Chickadee 
Mountain Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 


Family: Sittidae 


Red-breasted Nuthatch 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Pygmy Nuthatch 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 


Family: Certhiidae 

Brown Creeper 
Family: Troglodytidae 

Rock Wren 

Canyon Wren 

House Wren 

Pacific Wren 

Winter Wren 

Sedge Wren 

Marsh Wren 

Carolina Wren 

Bewick’s Wren 
Family: Polioptilidae 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Family: Cinclidae 

American Dipper 


Family: Regulidae 


Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 


Family: Turdidae 
Eastern Bluebird 


Mountain Bluebird 
Townsend’s Solitaire 
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(Poecile atricapillus) 
(Poecile gambeli) 
(Baeolophus bicolor) 


(Sitta canadensis) 
(Sitta carolinensis) 
(Sitta pygmaea) 
(Sitta pusilla) 


(Certhia americana) 


(Salpinctes obsoletus) 
(Catherpes mexicanus) 
(Troglodytes aedon) 
(Troglodytes pacificus) 
(Troglodytes hiemalis) 
(Cistothorus platensis) 
(Cistothorus palustris) 
(Thryothorus ludovicianus) 
(Thryomanes bewickii) 


(Polioptila caerulea) 


(Cinclus mexicanus) 


(Regulus гатара) 
(Regulus calendula) 


(Sialia sialis) 
(Sialia currucoides) 
(Myadestes townsendi) 


Regular 
Casual 
Regular 


Regular 
Regular 
Regular 


Accidental 


Regular 


Regular 


Accidental 


Regular 


Accidental 


Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Casual 
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Accidental 


Regular 
Regular 


Regular 
Regular 
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I-S 
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LP 
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LS 
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LP 
1-5 
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1-5 
1-5 
LP 


1-5 


LS 
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Neen 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Swainson’s Thrush 
Hermit Thrush 

Wood Thrush 
American Robin 
Varied Thrush 


Family: Mimidae 
Gray Catbird 
Curve-billed Thrasher 
Brown Thrasher 
Sage Thrasher 
Northern Mockingbird 

Family: Sturnidae 
European Starling 

Family: Bombycillidae 


Bohemian Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwing 


Family: Ptiliogonatidae 
Phainopepla 
Family: Passeridae 


House Sparrow 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 


Family: Motacillidae 


American Pipit 
Sprague’s Pipit 


Family: Fringillidae 


Brambling 

Evening Grosbeak 

Pine Grosbeak 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 
Black Rosy-Finch 

House Finch 
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(Catharus fuscescens) 
(Catharus minimus) 
(Catharus ustulatus) 
(Catharus guttatus) 
(Hylocichla mustelina) 
(Turdus migratorius) 
(Ixoreus naevius) 


(Dumetella carolinensis) 
(Toxostoma curvirostre) 
(Toxostoma rufum) 
(Oreoscoptes montanus) 
(Mimus polyglottos) 


(Sturnus vulgaris) 


(Bombycilla garrulus) 
(Bombycilla cedrorum) 


(Phainopepla nitens) 


(Passer domesticus) 
(Passer montanus) 


(Anthus rubescens) 
(Anthus spragueii) 


(Fringilla montifringilla) 
(Coccothraustes vespertinus) 
(Pinicola enucleator) 
(Leucosticte tephrocotis) 
(Leucosticte atrata) 
(Haemorhous mexicanus) 
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Casual I-S 
Regular I-S 
Accidental 1-8 
Regular I-S 
Regular I-S 
Regular I-S 
Regular I-S 
Casual I-S 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-P 
Regular I-S 
Accidental I-P 
Regular  I-S 
Regula 1-5 
Accidental I-P 
Casual I-S 
Accidental I-S 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-P 
Regular І-5 
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Purple Finch 

Cassin’s Finch 
Common Redpoll 
Hoary Redpoll 

Red Crossbill 
White-winged Crossbill 
Pine Siskin 

Lesser Goldfinch 
American Goldfinch 


Family: Calcariidae 


Lapland Longspur 
Chestnut-collared Longspur 
Smith’s Longspur 
McCown’s Longspur 

Snow Bunting 


Family: Passerellidae 


Green-tailed Towhee 
Spotted Towhee 
Eastern Towhee 
Cassin’s Sparrow 
American Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 
Brewer’s Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 

Vesper Sparrow 

Lark Sparrow 
Black-throated Sparrow 
Sagebrush Sparrow 
Lark Bunting 

Savannah Sparrow 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Baird’s Sparrow 
Henslow’s Sparrow 
LeConte’s Sparrow 
Nelson’s Sparrow 

Fox Sparrow 

Song Sparrow 
Lincoln’s Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Harris’s Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
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(Haemorhous purpureus) 
(Haemorhous cassinii) 
(Acanthis flammea) 
(Acanthis hornemanni) 
(Loxia curvirostra) 
(Loxia leucoptera) 
(Spinus pinus) 

(Spinus psaltria) 

(Spinus tristis) 


(Calcarius lapponicus) 
(Calcarius ornatus) 
(Calcarius pictus) 
(Rhynchophanes mccownii) 
(Plectrophenax nivalis) 


(Pipilo chlorurus) 

(Pipilo maculatus) 

(Pipilo erythrophthalmus) 
(Peucaea cassinii) 
(Spizelloides arborea) 
(Spizella passerina) 
(Spizella pallida) 

(Spizella breweri) 

(Spizella pusilla) 
(Pooecetes gramineus) 
(Chondestes grammacus) 
(Amphispiza bilineata) 
(Artemisiospiza nevadensis) 
(Calamospiza melanocorys) 
(Passerculus sandwichensis) 
(Ammodramus savannarum) 
(Ammodramus bairdii) 
(Ammodramus henslowii) 
(Ammodramus leconteii) 
(Аттоағатив nelsoni) 
(Passerella iliaca) 
(Melospiza melodia) 
(Melospiza lincolnii) 
(Melospiza georgiana) 
(Zonotrichia albicollis) 
(Zonotrichia querula) 
(Zonotrichia leucophrys) 


Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular 1-5 
Accidental I-P 
Regular I-S 
Casual I-S 
Regular І-5 
Regular I-P 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular I-S 
Regular I-S 
Regular I-S 
Regular І-5 
Regular I-S 
Regular I-S 
Regular І-5 
Regular LP 
Regular І-5 
Regular I-S 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-P 
Accidental ІП 
Regular 1-8 
Regular LS 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-S 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular I-S 
Regular I-S 
Regular I-S 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
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Golden-crowned Sparrow 
Dark-eyed Junco 


Family: Icteriidae 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Family: Icteridae 


Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Bobolink 

Eastern Meadowlark 
Western Meadowlark 
Orchard Oriole 

Hooded Oriole 
Bullock’s Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Scott’s Oriole 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Rusty Blackbird 
Brewer’s Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Great-tailed Grackle 


Family: Parulidae 


Ovenbird 

Worm-eating Warbler 
Louisiana Waterthrush 
Northern Waterthrush 
Golden-winged Warbler 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Swainson’s Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Orange-crowned Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Virginia’s Warbler 
Connecticut Warbler 
MacGillivray’s Warbler 
Mourning Warbler 
Kentucky Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
American Redstart 
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(Zonotrichia atricapilla) 
(Junco hyemalis) 


(Icteria virens) 


(Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) 


(Dolichonyx oryzivorus) 
(Sturnella magna) 
(Sturnella neglecta) 
(Icterus spurius) 
(Icterus cucullatus) 
(Icterus bullockii) 
(Icterus galbula) 
(Icterus parisorum) 
(Agelaius phoeniceus) 
(Molothrus ater) 
(Euphagus carolinus) 
(Euphagus cyanocephalus) 
(Quiscalus quiscula) 
(Quiscalus mexicanus) 


(Seiurus aurocapilla) 
(Helmitheros vermivorum) 
(Parkesia motacilla) 
(Parkesia noveboracensis) 
(Vermivora chrysoptera) 
(Vermivora cyanoptera) 
(Mniotilta varia) 
(Protonotaria сптеа) 
(Limnothlypis swainsonii) 
(Oreothlypis peregrina) 
(Oreothlypis celata) 
(Oreothlypis ruficapilla) 
(Oreothlypis virginiae) 
(Oporornis agilis) 
(Geothlypis tolmiei) 
(Geothlypis philadelphia) 
(Geothlypis formosa) 
(Geothlypis trichas) 
(Setophaga citrina) 
(Setophaga ruticilla) 
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Accidental I-P 
Regular 1-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular 1-8 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-P 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Accidental III 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular 1-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-P 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular I-S 
Accidental I-S 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-P 
Casual LP 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
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Cape May Warbler 

Cerulean Warbler 

Northern Parula 

Magnolia Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Palm Warbler 

Pine Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 

Grace's Warbler 
Black-throated Gray Warbler 
Townsend’s Warbler 

Hermit Warbler 
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(Setophaga tigrina) 
(Setophaga cerulea) 
(Setophaga americana) 
(Setophaga magnolia) 
(Setophaga castanea) 
(Setophaga fusca) 
(Setophaga petechia) 
(Setophaga pensylvanica) 
(Setophaga striata) 
(Setophaga caerulescens) 
(Setophaga palmarum) 
(Setophaga pinus) 
(Setophaga coronata) 
(Setophaga dominica) 
(Setophaga discolor) 
(Setophaga graciae) 
(Setophaga nigrescens) 
(Setophaga townsendi) 
(Setophaga occidentalis) 


Black-throated Green Warbler (Setophaga virens) 


Canada Warbler 
Wilson's Warbler 


Family: Cardinalidae 


Hepatic Tanager 
Summer Tanager 
Scarlet Tanager 
Western Tanager 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 

Lazuli Bunting 

Indigo Bunting 

Painted Bunting 
Dickcissel 


(Cardellina canadensis) 
(Cardellina pusilla) 


(Piranga flava) 

(Piranga rubra) 

(Piranga olivacea) 
(Piranga ludoviciana) 
(Cardinalis cardinalis) 
(Pheucticus ludovicianus) 
(Pheucticus melanocephalus) 
(Passerina caerulea) 
(Passerina amoena) 
(Passerina cyanea) 
(Passerina ciris) 

(Spiza americana) 


Casual I-S 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular 1-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-8 
Regular І-5 
Regular I-P 
Regular І-5 
Regular LP 
Accidental LP 
Accidental I-P 
Casual І-Р 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-P 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Accidental I-P 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Regular І-5 
Accidental 1-6 
Regular І-5 
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Ogallala Fall Field Days 
by Janis Paseka 


The 2017 NOU Fall Field Days took place in and around Ogallala on Sept. 15 
- 17 with 55 in attendance. The weather on Friday was hot and windy, making finding 
birds a challenge. Overnight a cold front came through causing birders to shiver on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings, but the payoff was easier birding and some interesting 
species. 

Field trips were led by William Flack, Clem Klaphake, Wayne Mollhoff, Don 
Paseka, Ross Silcock and T. J. Walker. Locations included Cedar Point Biological 
Station, Lake Ogallala SRA, various beaches along the shore of Lake McConaughy 
SRA, Ash Hollow State Historical Park, Sutherland Reservoir SRA, the town of 
Arthur, Box and Swan Lakes in Arthur Co., and Deuel County. Species of note 
included Red-necked Grebe, Black-bellied Plover, American Golden-Plover, Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper, Sabine’s Gull, Lesser and Great Black-backed Gulls, Snowy 
Egret, Broad-winged Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Black-billed Magpie, Carolina Wren, 
and 13 sparrow species. Final tally was 160 species. 

Our speaker Friday evening was Colby Johnson, the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission’s Regional Park Superintendent of the Southern Panhandle Region. He 
spoke about the history of the reservoir, which was formed with the 1941 completion 
of Kingsley Dam. The dam was constructed using dirt from the area immediately to 
the east, thus forming Lake Ogallala. Johnson spoke about the controlled access zones 
that are being implemented along sections of beach having a high historical density of 
Piping Plover and Least Tern nests. Such zones, in which travel on foot or by vehicle 
is prohibited between April 15 and August 15, are necessary because of the high visitor 
use of the lake. The visitor total for 2017 is expected to reach 1.7 million. 

Kelly McKay, а wildlife biologist who has earned his B.S and MS. in Biology 
from Western Illinois University, was our Saturday evening speaker. He is a privately- 
contracted wildlife biologist doing research and monitoring projects for various federal 
and state agencies as well as private industry, and he is the owner and director of the 
BioEco Research and Monitoring Center. 

McKay does Christmas Bird Count marathons; he does one count each day for 
the 23 days (Dec. 14 to Jan. 5) of the count period. He has done this 8 times, and until 
2013-2014, when Danny Akers of Iowa did a marathon, he was the only person 
anywhere to have done a CBC marathon. He took us through his first marathon day 
by day: some 7100 miles travelled from one count (often in a different state) to the 
next, 132 species observed, 267 hours spent counting, 16 gallons of soda consumed 
and only 32 hours spent sleeping. The year of his first marathon, he attempted to do 
the entire 23 days with no sleep, which was working until about Day 16, when he got 
sick and his friends insisted that he get some sleep. 

The first Christmas Count was held in 1900. Initially created as an alternative 
to Christmas Day hunts, where participants competed to see who could kill the most 
birds, counts now take place in over 2,300 locations in North, South and Central 
America, involve thousands of dedicated volunteers and are a valuable example of 
citizen science. 


Vol 85 No.4 Тһе Nebraska Bird Review ` 199 


NOU Fall Meeting - Ogallala 
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NOU Fall Meeting - Ogallala 
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NOU Fall Meeting - Ogallala 
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Index to Volume 85 


Abreu, Shanin 58 
Agan, Justin 96 
Albin, P. 150 
Albrechtsen, 

Greg 96 

Mary Beth 96 
Alexander, Jan 48 
Allen, Edward 4, 148 
Anderson, 

Chris 56 

Elsie 49 
Anhinga 65, 188 
Ani, Groove-billed 185 
Arcilla, Nicole 48 
Armstrong, D. M. 127 
Arthur, Noah 57, 139, 150 
Ashley, M. V. 84 
Aubushon, Cathy 48 
Autl, Kadynn 49 
Avocet, American 62, 104, 155, 186, 199 
Ayres, Patricia 150 


Baake, Laura 97 
Badura, Laurel 5, 97, 108 
Bailey, Tom 98 
Baird, Nathan 49 
Barbaro, Carla 4, 96 
Barnett, 

Barbara 5 

Phil 5 
Barry, Jesse 4 
Bathke, 

Chris 49 

Marc 49 
Baumtrog, Kathrynne 149 
Beason, J. P. 127 
Beauprez, Grant 96 
Beck, 

Jean 96 

Michael 139 
Becker, 

Karen 49 

Wendy 5, 49, 58,150 
Bedows, Elliott 4, 48, 49, 96, 148 
Behrens, Phyllis 49 
Beisel, Matt 5,48, 57,97 
Belsan, 

Ginger 4 

Jay 4,15 
Bench, Brooke 147 
Benkis, Mike 139 


Bents, Eric 148 
Bernhardt, Larry 97 
Bevier, L. R. 127 
Bittern, 
American 27, 65, 108, 159, 189, 200 
Least 65, 108, 159, 189 
Blackbird, 
Brewer's 31, 46-47, 78, 118, 176, 
196, 203 
Red-winged 22, 31, 46-47, 78, 90, 
118, 175, 196, 203 
Rusty 31, 36, 46-47, 78, 176, 196 
Yellow-headed 31, 78, 117, 175, 196, 
203 
Blair, Peggy 97 
Bluebird, 
Eastern 16, 44-45, 74, 89, 115,169, 
193, 202 
Mountain 16, 44-45, 74, 115, 171, 
193 
Bobolink 78, 89, 94, 117, 175, 196 
Bobwhite, Northern 8-9, 35, 38-39, 60, 86, 
101, 153, 184 
Booby, Brown 25, 94, 106, 107, 180, 188 
Booker, АаПуа 55 
Brambling 2, 17,23, 32-33, 194 
Brandt, Р. А. 84 
Brant 151, 183 
Branta bernicla 
hrota 151 
nigricans 151 
Breckbill, Anita 85 
Brees, Aaron 55,95, 147 
Brogie, 
Ben 3 
Ed 49, 139, 141, 148 
Mark 5, 21, 24, 57, 77, 97, 103, 128- 
142, 149, 179-197 
Brott, 
Eugene 48 
Norma 48 
Brown, 
Barbara 3,55 
Mary Bomberger 48, 49, 142 
Monte 49 
Myrna 48 
Brummer, Lori 57 
Bruster, Eric 139, 142 
Buckley, Emma M. Brinley 83-84 
Bufflehead 8, 34, 38-39, 59, 152, 183 
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Bunting, 
Indigo 83, 90, 95, 120, 178, 197 
Indigo x Lazuli 83 
Lark 76, 117, 173, 195 
Lazuli 82-83, 120, 178, 197 
Painted 197 
Snow 19, 44-45, 76, 173, 195 
Buteo jamaicensis 
borealis 163 
calurus 67 
harlani 67 


Calhoon, K. 182 
Campbell, Joan 56 
Canvasback 8, 38-39, 59, 86, 100, 152, 183, 
199 
Caracara, Crested 180, 191 
Cardinal, Northern 2, 22, 46-47, 82, 90, 120, 
178, 197, 203 
Carlini, John 25, 27, 28, 48, 56, 67, 96 
Carragher, Kara 139 
Case, К. М. 127 
Cataldo, John 56 
Catbird, Gray 17, 35, 44-45, 74, 89, 115, 171, 
194, 202 
Catharus 
fuscescens fuscescens 171 
guttatus auduboni 16,171 
Cattle, Jay 48 
Caven, Andrew J. 48, 83-84 
Cerizo, Michael 5, 57, 139 
Chat, Yellow-breasted 78, 117, 175, 196, 203 
Chickadee, 
Black-capped 14, 36, 42-43, 54, 72, 88, 
114, 168, 193, 202 
Mountain 72, 75, 168, 193 
Chuck-will's-widow 61, 86, 94, 102, 154, 185 
Ciurej, Amanda 109 
Clapp, Trish 98 
Clark, 
Matt 149 
Virginia 49 
Clausen, Магу 57, 97, 149 
Clemens, Laurie 97 
Cole, Pat 5 
Colgen, Darryl 4 
Conlon, Faye 48 
Coot, American 10, 40-41, 61, 86, 103, 155, 
185, 199 
Corman, Kelly 4, 57, 149 


Cormorant, 

Double-crested 2, 11, 40-41, 65, 87, 108, 
158, 188, 200 

Neotropic 65, 94, 108, 133-134, 137, 158, 
188 

Counties 

Adams 16, 20, 31, 73, 115, 165, 177 

Antelope 115,118 

Arthur 16, 59, 82, 115, 153, 159, 163, 
175, 178, 198, 199-203 

Ваппег 104, 110, 120, 169, 173, 178 

Blaine 27, 73, 74, 109, 159 

Box Butte 63, 82, 115, 120, 159, 171,1 

Воуа 16, 104 

Brown 16, 19, 60, 76, 104, 111, 112 

Buffalo 10, 58, 63, 68, 69, 71, 72, 73, 74, 
75, 76, 78, 81, 102, 104, 108, 113, 
114, 115, 120, 134, 151, 154, 157, 
169, 173 

Burt 12, 16, 20, 108, 109, 151, 152, 157, 
158 

Butler 31, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 76, 77, 99, 
100, 102, 108, 112, 116, 118, 156, 
159, 171 

Са55 8, 18, 23, 31, 61, 69, 70, 71, 74, 75, 
78, 79, 83, 115, 137, 158, 160, 172, 
173 

Седаг 8, 31, 110, 120, 121, 152, 169, 172 

Сћазе 10, 61, 64, 69, 76, 103, 104, 110, 
111 

Cherry 15, 23, 61, 69, 71, 74, 75, 76, 82, 
94, 99, 102, 109, 111, 112, 113, 
114, 116, 119, 120, 134, 154, 164, 
166, 167,169, 175, 176 

Cheyenne 10, 104, 113, 137, 159, 174, 
199-203 

Clay 31, 59, 62, 68, 99, 103, 104, 105, 
106, 108, 109, 133, 153,155, 159, 
174 

Colfax 68, 73, 77 

Cuming 73, 104 

Custer 14, 64, 70, 115, 156, 161, 164, 174 

Dakota 7,9,31, 151, 173 

Dawes 10, 66, 75, 76, 99, 111, 117, 135, 
138, 139, 153, 163, 164, 167, 168, 
169, 170, 171, 172, 175, 178 

Dawson 12, 77, 116, 155, 176 

Deuel 60, 69, 71, 118, 119, 163, 168,169, 
198, 199-203 

Dixon 10, 23, 65, 72, 105, 110, 111, 117, 
119, 121, 126, 164, 171 


206 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 85 No. 4 


Index to Volume 85 


Counties, continued 


Dodge 7, 12, 13, 14, 16, 19, 26, 63, 65, 
68, 69, 75, 81, 82, 105, 106, 115, 
116, 136, 153, 156, 159 

Douglas 6, 10, 12, 13, 14, 24, 26, 29, 30, 
64, 66, 70, 77, 78, 79, 83, 99, 102, 
106, 108, 109, 110, 112, 115, 118, 
132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 
151, 154, 159, 166, 172, 173, 176, 
178 

Dundy 10, 61, 69, 70, 71, 77, 80, 99, 100, 
109, 110, 113, 116, 134, 139, 163, 
164, 167, 171, 178 

Fillmore 60, 70, 106, 175 

Franklin 12, 159 

Frontier 2, 12, 16, 110, 117 

Еџгпаз 115, 116, 120, 135 

Gage 25, 73, 86-90 

Garden 60, 65, 66, 67, 68, 99, 106, 112, 
115, 117, 118, 152, 155, 163, 174, 
176, 178, 199-203 

Garfield 6, 8, 13, 16, 20, 65, 138, 166 

Gosper 16, 25, 60, 64, 65, 116, 117, 120 

Grant 66, 99, 117 

Greeley 73, 110, 177 

На! 8, 31, 33, 60, 66, 68, 69, 71, 72, 74, 
77, 80, 83, 99, 116, 151, 165, 176, 
177 

Hamilton 68 

Harlan 2, 8, 20, 25, 71, 73,94, 100, 101, 
110, 113, 115, 117, 118, 178 

Науез 7, 16, 116, 168 

Holt 10, 63, 104, 110, 120, 151, 159 

Hooker 10, 69, 73, 75, 78, 82 

Ноууага 60, 69, 135 

ЈеНегзоп 60, 75, 94, 102, 110, 111, 112, 
113, 118 

Јоћпзоп 67, 77, 86-90, 133, 137 

Кеатеу 110, 154, 159, 171 

Keith 16, 70, 77, 78, 102, 104, 105, 106, 
109, 113, 116, 133, 137, 151, 152, 
154, 157, 161, 168, 169, 171, 173, 
174, 177, 199-203 

Кеуа Раћа 13, 16, 72, 104, 112, 116 

Kimball 16, 20, 62, 70, 74, 76, 104, 114, 
115, 118, 134, 138, 139, 158, 166, 
172 

Knox 8, 13, 14, 17,20, 21, 24, 54, 60, 77, 
78, 102, 103, 110, 115, 118, 135, 
161, 162, 178 


Counties, continued 


Lancaster 8, 10, 12, 22, 24, 28, 30, 31, 61, 
62, 64, 66, 68, 69, 70, 71, 73, 74, 
76, 77, 78, 81, 82, 98, 105, 106, 
110, 112, 113, 114, 115, 132, 133, 
134, 137, 138, 151, 154, 155, 156, 
157, 159, 166, 171, 172, 173, 174, 
175,177,178 

Lincoln 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 16, 20, 33, 63, 
71, 72, 74, 104, 110, 111, 113, 116, 
117, 118, 125, 126, 152, 153, 154, 
157,164, 168,169, 173, 199-203 

Logan 69,109, 163 

Loup 6, 8, 65, 66, 68, 71, 75, 135, 138, 
155,156,161,169 

Madison 113,114,168, 169 

McPherson 163, 164, 174 

Merrick 77, 78, 132, 168 

Morrill 99, 112, 168 

Nance 73 

Nemaha 6, 10, 28, 59, 74, 79, 86-90, 101 

Nuckolls 2, 6, 22, 64, 73, 83, 110, 175 

Otoe 14,18, 74, 86-90, 175 

Pawnee 15, 60, 77, 86-90, 101, 158 

Perkins 12, 18, 69, 73, 99, 101, 103, 113, 
169, 199-203 

Phelps 9, 63, 101, 103, 104, 106, 110, 
113,114, 166, 173 

Pierce 110, 164 

Platte 66, 68 

Polk 31,68, 72, 164 

Red Willow 16, 82, 94, 109, 112 

Richardson 28, 70, 80, 86-90, 137, 177 

Rock 62, 63, 82, 99, 104,116, 155 

Saline 14, 31, 65, 151, 161 

Sarpy 8, 10, 11, 16, 17, 19, 20, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 32-33, 59, 62, 70, 74, 78, 
79, 81, 99, 106, 110, 134, 136, 151, 
152, 153, 158, 163, 164, 173, 176, 
178 

Saunders 25, 58, 59, 62, 63, 64, 67, 72, 
101, 103, 105, 106, 118, 138, 152, 
153, 155, 156, 171 

Scotts Bluff 6, 9, 13, 17, 20, 22, 67, 70, 
72, 73, 74, 76, 78, 94, 102, 103, 
109, 111, 113, 114, 117, 119, 120, 
136, 152, 154, 156, 159, 161, 165, 
166, 167, 168, 169, 171, 172, 173, 
174, 178 

Seward 14, 19, 27, 59, 61, 62, 66, 68, 70, 
72, 79, 101, 104, 106, 109, 117, 
119, 135,153,155,156 
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Counties, continued 

Sheridan 2, 13, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 66, 70, 
74, 75, 80, 99, 101, 102, 112, 113, 
114, 115, 117, 153, 155, 166, 171, 
172, 173, 174 

Sherman 16, 20, 110, 174 

Sioux 9, 27, 69, 70, 71, 72, 76, 78, 83, 
103, 111, 112, 113, 117, 119, 120, 
139, 164, 166, 167, 172, 173, 175, 
176, 177, 178 

Stanton 13, 159 

Тһауег 28, 60, 64, 65, 80,94 

Thomas 16, 19,73,78, 109,111 

Washington 8, 14, 59, 69, 73, 76, 82, 94, 
102, 103, 108, 109, 114, 115, 151, 
168, 175 

Wayne 14,99, 103, 121, 164 

Webster 17, 70, 73, 100, 110, 118, 176 

Wheeler 63, 70, 73 

York 9, 62,68 


Cowbird, Brown-headed 31, 46-47, 78, 90, 
118, 175, 196, 203 
Crane, 
Common 10, 186 
Hooded 180, 182, 186 
Sandhill 10, 62, 83-84, 103, 130, 155, 186 
Whooping 28, 62, 155, 186 
Crayton, Sara 48 
Creeper, Brown 15, 42-43, 73, 114, 169, 193 
Crews, Craig 29, 30 
Croft, Colin 56, 96 
Croshaw, Charlotte 4, 19, 56, 139, 148 
Crossbill, 
Red 2,17, 44-45, 75, 116, 146, 172, 195 
Type 2 146, 172 


Type 3 172 
Type 4 146, 172 
Type 7 172 
White-winged 135, 172, 195 
Crow, 
American 14, 42-43, 72, 88, 113, 168, 
192, 202 
Fish 192 
Cuckoo, 


Black-billed 61, 86, 102, 153-154, 185 

Yellow-billed 61, 86, 102, 153, 185 
Curlew, 

Eskimo 130, 186 

Long-billed 63, 104, 130, 156, 186 
Curtis, Tony 48 
Czubek, Thomas 58 


Daenzer, 
Bonnie 48 
Gil 48 
Daro, Colin 148 
Deeds, Linda 5, 149 
Deininger, Todd 150 
Del a Kathy 4, 22, 49, 57, 97, 139, 149 
Delucchi, Carla 148 
DiBernard, Barbara 49 
Dickcissel 83, 90, 94, 120, 178, 197, 203 
Dickerson, Cheryl 139 
Dieni, Scott 98 
Dietrich, Roger 5, 58, 150 
Dinan, 
Kenny 48, 49 
Lauren 48, 49, 142 
Sarah 49 
Dinsmore, Stephen J. 5, 48, 127 
Dipper, American 193 
Dolezal, Teri 49 
Domeischel, Patrice 57 
Dove, 
African Collared- 2, 9-10 
Common Ground- 184 
Eurasian Collared- 2, 9, 10, 35, 40-41, 61, 
86, 101, 153, 184, 199 
Inca 184 
Mourning 10, 35, 40-41, 61, 86, 101, 153, 
184, 199 
Ringed Turtle- 10 
White-winged 10, 25, 35, 40-41, 61, 94, 
101, 153, 184 
Dowitcher, 
Long-billed 63, 105, 131, 156, 187 
Short-billed 63, 105, 131, 156, 186 
Doyen, Mike 97 
Drahota, Jeff 106, 107 
Drawbaugh, 
Dean 33 
Phyllis 33 
Drilling, N. E. 127 
Duck, 
American Black 7, 131, 132, 151, 183 
Harlequin 183 
Long-tailed 8, 152, 183 
Mandarin 7 
Mottled 183 
Ring-necked 8, 34, 38-39, 59, 100, 146, 
152, 183 
Ruddy 2, 8, 38-39, 60, 86, 101, 152-153, 
184, 199 
Tufted 183 
Wood 7, 38-39, 59, 86, 99, 151, 183, 199 
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Duerr, J.J. 56 
Duey, 
Ann 49 
Dave 49 
Dunbar, Paul 5, 150 
Dunkle, Warren 49 
Dunlin 63, 104, 131, 156, 186 
Dunning, Kathy Mihm 57 
Dyche, Keith 97 
Dykstra, Curtis 96 


Eades, Rick 5, 49 
Eagle, 
Bald 12, 35, 40-41, 66, 87, 110, 161, 189, 
201 
Golden 12, 35, 40-41, 110, 164, 190 
Ecton, Ken 149 
Edwards, Boni 49, 146, 147 
Egret, 
Cattle 66, 109, 159, 189 
Great 65, 87, 108, 159, 189, 200 
Reddish 137, 189 
Snowy 65, 108, 159, 189, 198, 200 
Eider, 
Common 183 
King 183 
Einemann, Larry 5, 48, 49, 57,97, 139, 149 
Ely, Dave 4, 96 
English, Thomas 48 
Etherton, Jim 48 
Ewert, Tom 98 


Faas, Andrea 49 

Falco 
columbarius columbarius 13, 69, 166 
peregrinus tundrius 166 

Falcon, 
Peregrine 13-14, 69, 88,111, 166, 191 
Prairie 14, 42-43 70, 111, 166, 191 

Falk, Larry 5 

Falzgraf, Nelli 49 

Ferguson, Doug 48 

Ferring, Linda 48, 49, 57, 97 

Fesmire, Scott 98 

Fields, Jeff 49, 127 

Finch, 
Cassin's 17, 44-45, 75, 172, 195 
House 17, 29, 44-45, 75, 89, 116, 172, 

194, 202 

Purple 17, 44-45, 75, 172, 195 

Finch, Betsy 147,160 

Flack, William 5, 48, 49, 58, 85, 98, 118, 150, 
162, 198 

Flexman, Steven 150 


Flicker, Northern 13, 27, 42-43, 69, 88, 111, 
165, 191, 201 
Red-shafted 13, 42-43, 69, 111 
Red- x Yellow-shafted 42-43, 111 
Yellow-shafted 13, 42-43, 111 

Flohr, Rita 150 

Flycatcher, 
Acadian 70, 88, 112, 166, 191 
Alder 70, 88, 112, 166, 191 
Ash-throated 191 
Cordilleran 70, 112, 166, 191 
Dusky 54, 70, 166, 191 
Gray 138, 191 
Great Crested 71, 88, 112, 167, 191 
Hammond's 166, 191 
Least 70, 88,112, 166, 191, 201 
Olive-sided 70, 88,111,166 , 191 
Scissor-tailed 28, 71, 94, 112, 167, 191 
Vermilion 166-167, 191 
Willow 70, 88, 112,166, 191 
Yellow-bellied 29, 70, 132, 134, 137-138, 

166, 191 

Fortin, 
Claire 57 
Robert 57 

Friebohle, Jake 97 

Frigatebird, Magnificent 146, 158, 159, 161, 
188 

Fruend, Jennifer 48 

Frye, Steve 150 

Fuchs, Bob 49 

Fuhrer-Hurt, Michele 97 

Fuller, Ryan 150 

Furman, Andrew 48, 55, 147 


Gadwall 7, 38-39, 59, 99, 151,183, 199 
Gallinule, 
Common 103, 136, 185 
Purple 185 
Gannon, Tom 5, 58, 98,106, 139, 150 
Gardner, Jason 56 
Garganey 183 
Gaston, Brian 49 
Gatchet, John F. 56 
Gates, 
Maddie 48 
Mitch 48 
Geiser, Julie 49 
Gentry, 
Don 49 
Meredyth 49 
Gerten, 
Kathi 48 
Robert 27, 48 
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Gesmundo, Callie 56 
Gierke, Linda 48 
Gieseking, Jerry 56, 148 
Giger, Nick 49 
Glasco, Don 4, 96 
Gleason, Dave 139 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 74, 89, 115, 169, 193, 
202 
Gockman, Otto 150 
Godwit, 
Hudsonian 63, 104, 130, 156, 186 
Marbled 63, 104, 130, 156, 186 
Goetz, Karen 149 
Goldeneye, 
Barrow’s 8, 152, 184 
Common 8, 38-39, 60, 152, 184 
Goldfinch, 


American 18, 30, 44-45, 75, 89, 116, 173, 


195, 202 
Lesser 2, 18, 23, 75, 116, 172-173, 195 
Goldthwait, Mackenzie 97 
Gooby, Katie 4, 57, 139, 149 
Goose, 
Cackling 6, 38-39, 59, 99, 151, 183 
Canada 6, 38-39, 59, 86, 99, 151, 183, 
199 
Egyptian 2, 7 
Emperor 183 
Greater White-fronted 6, 38-39, 59, 99, 
151, 183 
Greylag 6 
Ross’s 2, 6, 34, 38-39, 58, 99, 151, 183 
blue morph 58 
Snow 2, 6, 38-39, 54, 58, 99, 151, 183 
Taiga Bean 183 
Goshawk, Northern 12, 66, 161, 189 
Grackle, 
Common 31, 46-47, 54, 78, 90, 118, 176, 
196, 203 
Great-tailed 31, 46-47, 78, 90, 118, 176, 
196, 203 
Gray, Robert 58 
Grebe, 
Clark’s 61, 101, 153, 184, 199 
Eared 9, 60, 86, 101, 153, 184, 199 
Horned 9, 60, 153, 184, 199 
Pied-billed 9, 35, 40-41, 60, 86, 101, 153, 
184, 199 
Red-necked 9, 60, 153, 184, 198, 199 
Western 9, 35, 40-41, 60, 101, 153, 184, 
199 
Greene, Alex 147 
Greenough, Brytne 49 


Gremel, 
Doug 48 
Vicki 48 
Grenon, Alan 3, 48, 49, 95, 142 
Grettenberger, John 148 
Grosbeak, 
Black-headed 82, 120, 178, 197 
Blue 82, 90, 120, 178, 197, 203 
Evening 171, 194 
Pine 75, 135, 138, 194 
Rose-breasted 82, 90, 120, 178, 197 
Grouse, 
Greater Sage- 184 
Ruffed 184 
Sharp-tailed 9, 27, 38-39, 60, 101, 153, 
184, 199 
Gruber, Annette 3 
Gubanyi, Joe 4, 24, 48, 56, 85, 121-127, 139, 
142 
Gucciardo, Suzanne 48, 49 
Gull, 
Black-headed 187 
Bonaparte’s 10, 40-41, 64, 106, 157, 187, 
200 
California 11, 40-41, 64, 106, 157, 187, 
200 
Franklin's 11, 64, 87, 106, 157, 187, 200 
Glaucous 11, 40-41, 65, 158, 187 
Glaucous-winged 137, 187 
Great Black-backed 65, 158, 187, 198, 
200 
Herring 11, 40-41, 64, 106, 157, 187, 200 
Iceland 64, 132, 133, 157, 187 
“Kumlien’s” 11, 64, 65 
Laughing 64, 94, 106, 131, 133, 137, 187 
Lesser Black-backed 11, 35, 40-41, 65, 
106, 158, 187, 198, 200 
Little 187 
Mew 187 
Ring-billed 11, 40-41, 64, 106, 157, 187, 
200 
Ross’s 187 
Sabine’s 157, 187, 198, 200 
Thayer’s 11, 40-41, 64, 65, 157 
Gyrfalcon 166, 191 


Hack, Mace 5, 48, 57 
Hackos, JoAnne 56 
Hahn, Craig 49 
Hajda, Tim 139, 181 
Handley, Cortisa 48 
Hall, Rachel 26, 30 
Hammett, Jennifer 97 
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Hansen, Matt 97 
Hanson, Sylvia 48 
Harding, Robin 5, 48, 49, 58, 85, 98, 139, 150 
Harman, Alex 95 
Haro, Victor 58 
Harrier, Northern 12, 40-41, 66, 110, 161, 189, 
201 
Hartel, Greg 56, 96 
Hartman, 
Ben 49 
Sarah 49 
Zach 49 
Hatfield, Kadynn 5, 57, 139, 149 
Hausmann, Bob 48 


Hawk, 
Broad-winged 67, 110, 161, 163, 190, 
198, 201 
Cooper’s 12, 33, 35, 40-41, 66, 87, 110, 
161, 189, 201 
Ferruginous 12, 40-41, 68, 110, 164, 190, 
198, 201 


Harris’s 146, 161, 162, 189 
Red-shouldered 12, 66, 110, 161, 189 
Red-tailed 12, 28, 40-41, 67, 87, 110, 163, 
190, 201 
Harlan’s 28, 68, 163 
Krider’s 67, 163 
Western 67-68, 163 
Rough-legged 12, 40-41, 68, 190 
Sharp-shinned 12, 40-41, 66, 87, 161, 
189, 201 
Swainson’s 67, 110, 163, 190, 201 
Zone-tailed 190 
Heckman, Alice 48 
Hegge, Zach 49 
Heidt, Dave 4, 48, 49, 96, 148 
Heinowski, Wilma J. 6 
Helmer, Joel 127 
Hemphill, Corban 148 
Hepner, Ben 139 
Herenstein, Rolf 139 
Hermann, Rob 127 
Heron, 
Great Blue 11, 40-41, 65, 87, 108, 159, 
189, 200 
Green 66, 87, 109, 159, 189 
Little Blue 66, 108, 159, 189 
Tricolored 189 
Herrell, Charlotte 49 
Herron, Billi 48 
Hertzog, Lynne 149 
Hewitt, Robert 5 
Hickey, Susanne 98 


Hill, 
Justin 56 
Peter M. 150 
Hise, Jenny 148 
Hochhausler, Tully 98 
Hoffman, Е. 5. 127 
Holiday, Dan 4 
Holliday, Kevin 48, 85 
Hollie, David 56 
Hollst, Jane 25, 48, 97, 148 
Holly, Julie 4 
Hoppe, 
Ian 4, 48, 49 
Paula 57,97, 150 
Horton, Daniel 56, 96 
Hough, Eric 56 
Howell, George Jr. 4 
Howley, Kathleen 149 
Hubl, Dylan 56 
Hughes, Virginia 48 
Hughson, Helen K. 148 
Hulsey, Aaron 147, 169, 170 
Hummingbird, 
Anna’s 2, 10, 24, 129, 132-133, 180, 185 
Black-chinned 94, 102, 129, 131, 136, 
154, 180, 185 
Broad-tailed 102, 138, 154, 185 
Calliope 102, 154, 185 
Costa’s 133,185 
Ruby-throated 61, 86, 102, 154, 185 
Rufous 102, 154, 185 
Humpert, Mark 5 
Huntley, C. W. (Bill) 48 
Huser, Bill 4, 49, 96, 121, 127 
Hutchinson, 
Karyl 48 
Mike 48 
Zachariah 6, 48,58 
Hutton, Ethan T. 4, 48 


Ibis, 
Glossy 66, 109, 159, 189 
White 189 
White-faced 54, 66, 109, 159, 189, 200 
Inskeep, Lois 49 
Ireland, Laurie 97 
Irvine, Malory 48 


Jackson, L. S. 127 
Jaeger, 
Long-tailed 187 
Parasitic 187 
Pomarine 187 
sp. 157 
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Janes, Jennifer 49 
Jansen, Tony 49 
Jarvi, Esa 4, 30, 49, 56, 96, 148 
Jay, 
Blue 14, 42-43, 72, 88, 113, 167, 192, 201 
Gray 192 
Pinyon 14, 72, 113, 167, 192 
Steller’s 192 
Jensen, 
Kent 57 
Rita 48 
Sandra 57 
Johnsgard, Paul 25 
Johnson, 
Brian 147 
Colby 198 
Jan 4, 23, 25, 49, 56, 85, 97, 122, 127, 
148 
Jenny Jo 56, 139 
Michelle 49 
Richard 49 
Tisha 49 
Jones, 
C. 127 
K. J. 127 
K.L. 84 
Jorgensen, Joel G. 4, 23, 28, 33, 48, 54, 56, 
62, 84, 85, 97, 108, 127, 139, 142, 148 
Junco, Dark-eyed 21, 46-47, 54, 77, 175, 196, 
203 
Cassiar 21, 46-47, 77,175 
Gray-headed 22, 46-47 
Oregon 21, 22, 46-47, 77,175 
Pink-sided 20-22 , 46-47, 77, 175 
Slate-colored 21, 22, 46-47, 54, 77, 175 
White-winged 22, 46-47, 78, 117, 175 
Jungers, Joe 148 


Kader, Karen 57, 79, 149 
Kaempfer, William 58, 139, 150 
Kaspar, Eddie 148 
Keeshan, Lynette 149 
Kelley, Jamie 49 
Kellogg, 
Clifford 148 
Janna 148 
Kendall, J. 182 
Kenitz, Alice 3, 49, 96 
Kestrel, American 13, 42-43, 69, 85, 88, 111, 
165, 191, 201 
Kibbe, Doug 96 
Killdeer 10, 40-41, 62, 86, 104, 155, 186, 200 
King, Kelsey 48, 57 


Kingbird, 
Cassin’s 71, 112, 167, 191 
Eastern 71, 88, 112, 167, 191, 201 
Western 71, 88, 112, 167, 191, 201 
Kingfisher, Belted 13, 42-43, 68, 87, 111, 164, 
190, 201 
Kinglet, 
Golden-crowned 16, 44-45, 74, 169, 193 
Ruby-crowned 16, 44-45, 74, 89, 169, 
193, 202 
Kistler, Ethan 96 
Kite, 
Mississippi 66, 87, 109-110, 161, 189 
Swallow-tailed 133, 189 
White-tailed 189 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 133, 157, 187 
Klaphake, 
Bette 48, 49 
Clem 4, 48, 49, 56, 85, 96, 139, 148, 198 
Klein, Douglas 4 
Knot, Red 130, 186 
Koenig, Jake 49 
Koepke, Geraldine 48 
Kollath, Val 58 
Kolstad, O. A. 84 
Koon, John 149 
Korver, Maria 49 
Kovanda, 
Jim 49 
Sandy 49 
Kowalski, Bill 96 
Kramer, Augie 96 
Krapu, G. L. 84 
Krieser, 
Kermit 48 
Mary 5,48 
Kruse, 
Anne 48 
Ron 48 
Steve 5, 21, 58, 98, 150 
Kulisek, 
David 33 
Pam 33 
Kursinsky, Randy 98 
Kvarnback, John 56 


Labedz, Thomas 5, 48, 58, 126-127, 150 

Lackey, Jeanine L. 4 

Lane, Tim 49 

Lanning, Lorraine 57 

Lark, Horned 14, 42-43, 72, 88, 113, 168, 192, 
202 

Laroche, Rebecca 98 
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Larus californicus albertaensis 11 Mathieson, 
Lech, Rachel 150 Marty 48, 49 
Lee, Linda 57 Richard 48, 49 
Leeper, Tad 49 Maynard, Ethan 148 
Lefever, Josh 139 McCartney, Connie 48 
Leger, Daniel 4, 48, 49, 127 McCloy, Michael 97 
Leister, McCune, Coni 4 
Caydence 49 McEwen, Barry 147 
Rachel 49 McGregor, Cody 139, 142 
Lemberg, William 139 McKay, Kelly 149, 198 
Lemmon, Sandra 150 McKibbin, 
Leszczynski, John 4 Don 48 
Leukering, Tony 150 LaQuita 48 
Long, Taylor 5 McNulty, Regina 58 
Longabaugh, Matt 149 McQuade, Patsy 29 
Longspur, Meadowlark, 
Chestnut-collared 75, 116, 173, 195 Eastern 31, 78, 89, 94, 117, 175, 196, 203 
Lapland 18, 44-45, 75, 173, 195 species 36, 46-47 
McCown's 76, 116, 173, 195 Western 31, 46-47, 78, 89, 118, 175, 196, 
Smith's 75, 173, 195 203 
Loon, Meckstroth, Carolyn 48 
Common 11, 40-41, 65, 87, 108, 158, 188 Mehlman, David 56 
Pacific 158, 188 Meiborg, Diane 56 
Red-throated 158, 188 Melendres, Nixie 139 
Yellow-billed 188 Mellberg, Bruce 49 
Lorentzen, Brad 48 Merganser, 
Louis, Micky 97 Common 8, 38-39, 60, 100-101, 152, 184, 
Luedtke, 199 
Bill 4 Hooded 8, 35, 38-39, 60, 100, 152, 184 
Scott 98 Red-breasted 8, 38-39, 60, 152, 184, 199 
Lund, Merlin. 13, 42-43, 69, 111, 166, 191, 201 
Karen 149 Meyer, Courtney 48 
Nick 97 Miller, 
Lutter, Tucker 49 Ken 149 
Matt 48 
Madsen, Kyle 49 Sarah 48 
Mag, Danny 4, 56 Tina 149 
Magpie, Black-billed 14, 36, 42-43, 72, 113, Minchow, 
168, 192, 198, 201 Ingrid 48 
Mallard 7, 38-39, 59, 86, 99, 151, 183, 199 Mark 48 
Maly, George 49 Mirochnitchenko, Nadya 49 
Manes, Brooke 147 Mitchell, Hal 148 
Manning, Mlodinow, Steve 5, 139, 150 
family 10 Mockingbird, Northern 17, 44-45, 75, 89, 94, 
Joe 56,139 116,171, 194 
John 149 Mohlmann, Jake 56 
Robert 5, 58, 139 Moline, Tony 98 
Sam 5,58,98,139,150 Mollhoff, Wayne 6, 98, 111, 127, 142, 198 
Marler, Simone 58 Montgomery, Douglas 148, 160 
Marti, C. D. 127 Moore, Nick 139 
Martin, Jean 4, 48 Morris, 
Martin, Purple 72, 88, 113,168, 192 Bernard 147 
Martineau, Nathan 57 Steve 5, 48, 49, 58, 98, 150 


Maslowski, Pete 49 Moser, Tom 5 
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Munter, Emily 49 
Murphy, John 48, 139 
Murrelet, Ancient 187 


Nachel, Jim 149 
Negus, Lucas 149 
Nelson, Steven 58, 98 
Nieman, Bob 4 
Nighthawk, Common 61, 86, 102, 154, 185 
Night-Heron, 
Black-crowned 66, 109, 159, 189, 200 
Yellow-crowned 66, 109, 159, 189 
Nikkila, Jonathan 56,97, 149 
Novak, Lana 49 
Null, Jan 49 
Nutcracker, Clark’s 167-168, 192 
Nuthatch, 
Brown-headed 180, 193 
Pygmy 15, 42-43, 73, 114, 168-169, 193 
Red-breasted 15, 42-43, 73, 114, 168, 
193, 202 
White-breasted 15, 42-43, 73, 88, 94, 114, 
168, 193, 202 
Nyffeler, Marsha 5, 149 


Ochsner, Jim 149 
Oetting, Anna 127 
Oligmueller, Scott 126-127 
Olson, 
Chris 49, 96, 148 
Jean 97 
Logan 49 
Maggie 148 
Olsoy, Peter 98 
Oreothlypis 
celata lutescens 176 
ruficapilla 
ruficapilla 176 
ridgwayi 176 
Oriole, 
Baltimore 78, 90, 118, 175, 196, 203 
Bullock’s 78, 118, 175, 196 
Hooded 180, 196 
Orchard 78, 89, 118, 175, 196 
Scott’s 196 
Orr, Vicki 48 
Osprey 12, 66, 87,94, 109, 161, 189, 201 
Ostermiller, 
Helen 57 
Ken 57 
Ovenbird 78, 90, 118, 176, 196 


Owl, 

Barn 68, 110, 121-127, 164, 190 

Barred 2, 12, 35, 42-43, 68, 69, 87, 110, 
164, 190 

Boreal 190 

Burrowing 68, 110, 164, 190, 201 

Eastern Screech- 12, 40-41, 68, 87, 110, 
164, 190, 201 

Great Gray 190 

Great Horned 12, 23, 25, 40-41, 68, 110, 
164, 190, 201 

Long-eared 12, 42-43, 54, 68, 110-111, 
164, 190 

Northern Hawk 190 

Northern Saw-whet 12-13, 42-43, 68, 94, 
111, 164, 190 

Short-eared 12, 42-43, 68, 111, 164, 190 

Snowy 12, 68, 164, 190 


Padelford, 
Babs 2, 17, 23, 32-33, 49, 57,97, 149 
Loren 2, 17, 18, 23, 32-33, 49, 57, 97, 
139, 149, 181 
Paez, Taylor 150 
Panella, Melissa 108 
Parakeet, Carolina 191 
Parsons, Darrell 56 
Partridge, Gray 9, 60, 101, 153, 184 
Parula, Northern 80, 90, 119, 177, 197 
Paseka, 
Don 4, 34-36, 48, 49, 56, 85, 96, 198 
Janis 4, 48, 56, 85, 96, 198 
Rachel 48 
Passerella iliaca 
iliaca 174 
zaboria 174 
Pelican, 
American White 2, 11, 65, 108, 158, 188, 
200 
Brown 188 
Petersen, Jim 49 
Peterson, 
Brian 4, 25, 48, 55, 96, 139, 147 
Mark 97, 149 
Phainopepla 194 
Phalarope, 
Red 131, 133, 137, 187 
Red-necked 64, 106, 131, 157, 187 
Wilson’s 64, 87, 106, 131, 146, 157, 187, 
200 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 9, 35, 38-39, 60, 86, 
101, 153, 184, 199 
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Phillips, 
Jack 48 
Jacob 48 
Joe 48 
Phoebe, 
Eastern 70-71, 88, 112, 166, 191, 201 
Say’s 71, 112, 166, 191, 201 
Pieplow, Nathan 57 
Pierson, Andrew 55, 96, 147 
Pigeon, 
Band-tailed 184 
Passenger 184 
Rock 9, 40-41, 61, 86, 101, 153, 184, 199 
Pilotte, Eric 56 
Pintail, Northern 7, 38-39, 59,99 151, 183, 
199 
Pipit, 
American 2, 17, 75, 171, 194, 202 
Sprague's 75, 171, 194 
Plass, Suzanne 174 
Plock, Linda 5, 49 
Plover, 
American Golden- 62, 104, 155, 186, 198, 
199 
Black-bellied 62, 104, 155, 186, 198, 199 
Mountain 62, 104, 155, 186 
Piping 62, 104, 155, 186, 198 
Semipalmated 62, 104, 155, 186, 200 
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Red-headed 13, 42-43, 69, 87, 111, 164, 
190, 201 
Wood-Pewee, 
Eastern 70, 88, 112, 166, 191 
Western 70, 112, 166, 191, 201 
Worm, Joe 48 
Wren, 
Bewick’s 193 
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